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NEWS SUMMARY 


AN EXHIBITION OF AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE is 
to be held at the RIBA next spring. This is the first exhibition 
of Australian architecture to be held in Britain and it is expected 
that it will take the form of a survey of work from all parts of 
Australia. p. 550 

“THE BUILDING INDUSTRY IS OVERLOADED to an 
extent of not less than 10 per cent,” 
Building Material Producers was told on Tuesday. Government 
action in increasing borrowing rates would be helpful if it 


resulted in more genuine competition all round. p. 554 
PROGRESS IN BUILDING RESEARCH in Australia is 
reviewed by a special correspondent. p. 565 


THE EMPLOYMENT OF COLOUR in buildings and in land- 
scape was discussed at the recent British Colour Council's 
Designers’ Conference. p. 566 

LEGAL POINTS of interest to architects and builders in connec- 
tion with the development of new estates are discussed by a 
legal correspondent. p. 567 

SIR ERNEST SMITH, in his presidential address to the National 
Smoke Abatement Society on Wednesday, said: * If the higher 
price of fuel does in fact result in its being used more econoimic- 
ally, thus materially reducing its consumption, then in the 
long run dearer fuel may prove a blessing in disguise.’ p. 569 

TIMBER RESEARCH is to be greatly expanded in the course 
of the next three years with the acquisition of new laboratories 
by the Timber Development Association. p. S71 

DUPLIC ATION OF THE BLACKWALL TUNNEL is to be the 
subject of a conference arranged by the London County Council 
to be held at County Hall on October 18. p. 580 
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HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


MR. DUNCAN SANDYS’ statement on housing sub- 
sidies—fully reported on another page—was both 
timely and courageous. During the last 15 months, the 
rate of interest on loans from the Public Works Loans 
Board has been raised on no fewer than five occasions: 
to-day, the rate for long-term loans stands at five per cent. 
the highest since 1932. These increases are, of course, 
part of a general policy which affects all borrowers, public 
and private, but the increases in the Loans Board rate are 
of special concern because of their effect on local authority 
housing. Naturally enough, there has been a demand for 
an increase in the housing subsidies and it would not have 
been surprising if the Minister had contemplated some 
increase, particularly as the current rate of subsidy is some- 
what lower than it was 15 months ago. 

Nevertheless, the Minister is right in refusing to raise 
the subsidies and in stressing the need to reduce them. 
In taking this stand, he will have behind him the growing 
body of opinion that the time has come to stop the indis- 
criminate outpouring of housing subsidies. What is 
wanted is not an increase in the subsidies, but a re- 
organisation of the whole system so that help is given where 

but only where—it is genuinely needed. It is good to 
see that the Minister is thinking along these lines, and 
we hope that it will not be long before positive action is 
taken. 

The present system of subsidies is imposing an ever- 
increasing burden on the public funds. The annual stand- 
ard rate of subsidy on each house built after April 1, 1955, 
is £29 8s. for 60 years: of this sum two-thirds come from 
the Exchequer and one-third from the local rates. Thus, 
on a local authority programme of 200,000 a year, the 
annual subsidy at the standard rate is £6 million for 60 
years. In fact, however, the cost is higher because in many 
cases the subsidy is far in excess of the standard rate. There 
are, in particular, special subsidies for houses and flats 
built on expensive sites. For example, a flat without lifts 
built on land costing over £1,500 an acre will command 
an annual subsidy of £61 4s. On even more expensive sites 
the subsidy may rise to over £92 and, where a lift is 
provided, to over £108. The cumulative effect is that 
the housing subsidies (including those payable on houses 
built before the war) are costing the nation between £60 
and £70 million a year. By 1960 they will, at the present 
rate of growth, be costing the nation somewhere in the 
region of £100 million. 

In assessing the burden of housing subsidies, however, 
it is now necessary to look beyond the provision of new 
houses. Since last year local authorities have had power 
to take over slum properties and to patch them so as to 
make them a little more tolerable to live in, pending 
demolition. On each house taken over in this way, there 
is a combined Exchequer-local authority subsidy of £6 a 
year for 15 years: in addition, where the local authority 
have to purchase the house, there is a combined annual 
subsidy equal to the annual loan charges referable to 
the cost of purchase—this part of the subsidy being pay- 
able for each financial year during which the property is 
actually used for housing purposes. It is too early to say 
how many houses are likely to be taken over in this way 
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—the Minister will probably be making a statement after 
the Recess—but they are a factor which must be taken 
into account in considering housing subsidies. There is, 
moreover, the problem of the very large number of houses 
which are not slums, but are definitely sub-standard— 
the type of dwelling which the Government hopes will be 
improved with the aid of an improvement grant under the 
1949 Housing Act. Although there has been—particu- 
larly during the last 12 months or so—an encouraging 
response from owner-occupiers, there have been com- 
paratively few applications from landlords of rent-con- 
trolled houses. It may be that many of these houses will 
be improved only if taken over by the local authorities with 
the aid of the Exchequer subsidy which is available to them 
for this purpose. Either way, the cost of improvement 
will be chargeable to public funds. 

The present subsidy policy, however, raises a matter of 
even more serious import than the burden which it imposes 
on public funds. This is the simple question of how far 
it is right that some members of the community who could 
afford an economic rent should enjoy the benefit of a sub- 
sidised rent at the expense of their fellow citizens some of 
whom may, indeed, be less well off. Mr. Sandys evidently 
shares the view, which we have previously expressed in 
these columns, that it is wrong and indefensible to sub- 
sidise those who can afford to pay. It is to be hoped 
that the Government will have the courage to act on this 
view. No doubt, there will be opposition. Action on 
these lines may even be represented as an attack on the 
welfare state. That, in our view, would be muddled 
thinking. The housing subsidies are not comparable to, 
say, the National Health Service; the health services are 
available to all who choose to use them, but not everybody 
can live in a council house even if he wants to. Fair 
play between citizen and citizen demands that the present 








SHIPLEY MILL, SUSSEX, now being restored as a memorial 
to the late Hilaire Belloc who for many years owned it. 
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system be replaced by one under which those who can 
afford to pay an economic rent do so, whilst the others pay 
according to their means. , 

The principle of differential rents has already been 
adopted by a number of local authorities. In some Cases 
the authority provides, out of the general rates, a subsiq 
over and above the statutory minimum. In other Cases 
the authority re-distributes the statutory subsidies withoy 
any such extra contribution. The first of these method 
may be justified in cases of extreme hardship, but as , 
general principle it magnifies the abuses inherent in the 
present system of subsidies by adding to the burdens of 
the general body of ratepayers. The second method dog 
something to reduce the inequalities, and at least One 








authority uses it to require those who can afford it to | 


pay a full economic rent; any money “ saved” in thi 


way must, however, be applied so as to reduce still further | 


the rents of the poorer tenants. 

The Minister has not disclosed how he intends to give 
effect to his declared aims; probably he has not yet come 
to a firm decision. One method would be to reduce the 
amount of the statutory subsidies and at the same time to 
direct local authorities that they must introduce differen. 
tial rents in accordance with the second of the methods 
outlined above. If this were done, it might be necessary 
to issue some guidance to authorities as to the proportion 
of a man’s income which should be spent on rent. If this 
guidance is to be given, it might be simpler to abolish 
the present system by which a fixed sum for each house 
is paid into the local authority’s Housing Revenue Account. 
Instead, Parliament could fix the proportion of a man’s 
income to be spent on rent, subject to the necessary varia- 
tions where the wife or other members of the family are 
working. Each council tenant would then pay that pro- 
portion or the full economic rent (whichever is the less) 
leaving the total deficiency in the Housing Revenue 
Account to be made up partly by the Exchequer and partly 
out of local rates. 

It may take some hard thinking to arrive at the most 
satisfactory basis for differential council rents. Moreover, 
when the decision is reached, it may take a little time to 
pass the necessary legislation and to explain it to local 
authorities and their tenants. Mr. Sandys has given a good 
lead. It should be followed up as quickly as possible. 


BUILDING UNDER FIRE 


MR. LAURENCE HOLLOWAY has done good service 

to the industry in making the vigorous protest (reported 
on another page) against the national habit of making the 
building trade the butt of uninformed critics. We have 
had in the past 12 months the best building season since 
the war, when the volume of work completed was a record, 
yet (states the President LMBA) “ we are faced with this 
ridiculous and unfair criticism.” 

Nevertheless it would not be wise to brush aside such 
public comments as of no account. They reflect, if truth 
were told, public concern at the cost of building, one facet 
of which is the overload of work which the industry is at 
present carrying; this of itself has led to disorganisation on 
some sites accompanied not infrequently by poor discipline 
by operatives and labourers. If analysis were made of the 
true extent of tea-breaks and general timekeeping, some 
surprising facts might come to light. The building indus- 
try, as Mr. Holloway says, “ have to work in the open, 
and as such are sitting game for critics. But, as any soldiet 
knows, the best way to avoid being shot is to keep moving. 
It is possible that current events may help to assist in this 
process. 

Meanwhile, we endorse Mr. Holloway’s suggestion that 
the BBC might give more publicity to the solid achieve- 
ments of the building trade. 
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Notes of the Week 


‘MISS CRANSTON’S ” 


THE conversion of the Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh tearoom premises, “* Miss 
Cranston’s,” in Ingram-street, Glasgow, 
to commercial purposes has now been 
completed, and although there has been 
obvious regret not confined to Glasgow 
that the building could not be retained 
for its own inherent merits, the conver- 
sion has been done with care and skill. 
In its new form (writes a Scottish corres- 
pondent) it is vastly superior to the some- 
what derelict condition which existed in 
the period when it was actually in use. 
Now, for the first time in years, cleaned 
and renewed, the premises form a fitting 
background for the function involved: 
the new tenants are conscious of the 
privilege, have carried out the conversion 
with care and are proud of their new 
home and its association. Woodwork, 
metal work, lamps, wall decorations have 
been retained in position, cleaned, 
recoloured where necessary. Mr. George 
Zedarbaum, managing director of the 
firm concerned, has made it clear that all 
concerned will be welcomed in the show- 
rooms to inspect the features at leisure. 
In the adaptation to commercial use 
(which has been designed by Messrs. 
Vincent Burr and Partners), some of the 
wall features are obscured by showcases, 
and this is inevitable; but this is, perhaps, 
the only defect in the modernisation of 
the premises; in all the several rooms of 
the building, the special features have 
been maintained making this very much 
a permanent memento of the Scottish 
architect. 


USA HOUSEBUILDING 


THERE has been a levelling off in house- 
building in the United States this sum- 
mer, writes a correspondent. According 
to an economic report issued by the 
First National City Bank, approximately 
115,000 new homes, not intended for 
agricultural use, were started last July, 
and this was a reduction of one eighth 
as compared with the spring peak month 
of 132,000. 

The official statistics issued by the 


Census Bureau. make a_ distinction 
between houses built for farm use, essen- 
tial in the agricultural parts of the 


United States, and those for non-farm 
use. There were 1.2 million non-farm 
homes started last year, and since then 
there has been a good deal of criticism 
on the part of economists that “ residen- 
tial building was running at an excessive 
rate.” The latest figures indicate that the 
gap between non-farm households 
formed, and the number of new homes 
started is much narrower than had been 
thought. 

Naturally, immediately after the war 
there was in the USA, as in this country, 
an acute housing shortage and many 
newly formed families had to accept 
temporary accommodation. Much of this 
would be unsatisfactory by the standards 
of today and shacks are now being con- 
verted back to their original use and are 
not to be used for human occupation. 
In more recent years, according to the 
Bureau of Labour Statistics, annually 
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HOUSE-BUILDERS’ U.S. STUDY TOUR.—The group of British house-builders 
(members of the Federation of Registered House-builders which is affiliated to the 
NFBTE) which left Southampton by the Queen Elizabeth on September 22, for a 
study tour of the United States, photographed before the boat-train left Waterloo. 


They are (left. to right) : 


W. Reed (president, FRH-B), R. O. Lloyd and F. Stimpson. 


Messrs. J. B. Ratcliffe, C. Douglas Calverley, George 


Mr. Lloyd and 


Mr. Calverley were members of the Anglo-American Productivity Building Team 
which visited the United States in 1949. The group wil! study at first hand the organisa- 
tion and construction techniques of private house-building firms in the United States 
and examine the methods adopted by American builders in promoting the ideal of 


home ownership. 


over a quarter of a million non-farm 
housing units have been demolished, 
condemned, or withdrawn from _ the 
housing supply.’ 

In spite of this there is still consider- 
able strength in the American housing 
market. Indeed, the Federal Reserve 
Board reports: that the proportion of 
families planning to buy new homes this 
year or next, is larger than in other recent 
years. On the cther hand, there are signs 
that money is becoming more tight, and 
mortgage credit less easy to obtain and 
therefore this may squeeze out some 
buyers and burlders. In fact, in the USA 
as in this country, the banks are making 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 3 
EccLesIoLoGicaL Society.—* Temporary Churches 
After the Great Fire,” by Mr. R. Harrison 
2. Bloomsbury-square, WCI 6.30 p.m. 


Bui_LpDING INDUSTRY DISTRIBUTORS (BRISTOL AREA). 
Film entitled ** There’s a Job to be Done,”’ dealing 

Housing Repairs Grand H 
7.30 p.m 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 

INSTITUTE OF FyeL.—** The Effect of Coal Quality 
on the Efficiency of a Shell Boiler Equipned with a 
Travelling-grate Stoker,’’ by Messrs. E. J. Macdonald 
and M. V. Murray. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Great George-street, SWI. 5.30 p.m 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 


with Act, 1954. 


Bristol 


SoutH EASTERN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS EDUCATION 
ComMMITTEE.—Students’ prize distribution and exhibi- 
tion. with address by Mr. T. Graham Crump. JP, 
FRIBA, president, SESA. Guildford Technical 
College. 3 p.m 

COUNCIL FOR TIE PRESERVATION OF RURAL ENGLAND 

16th National Conference. Royal Hotel, Norwich. 
8.30 p.m. Continuing until October 8. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 

ARCHITECTS R&GISTRATION COUNCIL OF THE UK.— 
94th ordinary meeting. 66, Portland-place, WI. 
z 
2 p.m. 





it more difficult to obtain overdrafts for 
housing. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 


THE annual pictorial exhibition of the 
Royal Photographic Society is now on 
view at 16, Princes Gate, SW7. 

The exhibition comprises 542 items in 
colour, monochrome and_ stereoscopic 
form, which have been selected from 
approximately 3,400 entries. The high 
standard of work normally associated 
with these exhibitions is again demon- 
strated in full measure; a large number 
of the studies are indeed superb. The 
range of the subjects covered is vast, and 
although there is little of particular 
interest to architects (from the pro- 
fessional point of view), buildings are 
featured incidentally in some of the works 
shown. 

The exhibition will remain open until 
October 29 and transfers to the Harris 
Art Gallery, Preston, from November 19 
to December 10. 


ORGANS IN PARISH CHURCHES 

*“ ORGANS in Parish Churches: Notes 
prepared by the Organs Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Central Council for the 
Care of Churches” was published on 
September 23, for the Central Council 
for the Care of Churches, by the Church 


Information Board, Church House, 
Westminster, SWI (price 9d., by post 
11d.). 

The booklet deals with the organ, 


generally the most expensive single item 
in the equipment of a new church, and 
the maintenance and repair of existing 
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organs, one of the most costly parish 
liabilities. These delicate instruments can 
suffer acutely from negiect, from the 
fumes of unsuitable heating apparatus, 
from damp, dirt and other avoidable 
causes, and too often recently it has been 
in the organ that disastrous fires have 
started, which have destroyed the whole 
church and all its fittings. 

This pamphlet offers guidance on all 
aspects of organ repair and maintenance. 
It also gives advice on the siting of new 
and rebuilt organs and the position of 
the console, and suggests an outline 
specification for the new or rebuilt organ 
of the smaller parish church. 

Prepared by -an expert committee of 
organists, organ builders and connois- 
seurs, it will be valuable to Parochial 
Church Councils, organists and Church 
Building Committees. 


INDUSTRIAL TRAINING FILMS 

THREE American 16-mm._ industrial 
training films were recently given their 
preview in Great Britain by the G.B. Film 
Library at the National Film Theatre, 
London. 





RIBA 
Arrangements for New Session 


HE Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects have issued the following pro- 
gramme of ordinary general meetings and 
lectures for the session 1955-56, to be 
held at 6 p.m.: 

*November 1. President's Inaugural 
Address. Presentation of London Architec- 
ture Bronze Medal. 

* December 6. Brompton, London's Art 
Quarter. By H. S. GOODHART-RENDEL, 
CBE. MusB (Cantab), MA (Oxon), Past- 
President RIBA. 

* January 10. Announcement of Award 
of Prizes and Studentships. The Motorway 
and its Environment. By Sir E. OWEN 
WILLIAMS, KBE, BSc (London), MInstCE. 

+ January 17. Symposium on Drawing 
Office Technique. 

* February 7. President’s Address to 
Students. Criticism by G. GRENFELL 
Baines, AMTPI [A] of work submitted for 
Prizes and Studentships. Presentation of 


Prizes 
* March 6. Ritual and Architecture in 
Megalithic Monuments. By PROFESSOR 


Stuart Piccott, FSA, FBA. 
+ March 20. The External Cladding of 


Buildings. By Epwarp D. MILLs [F]. 

* April 10. Presentation of the Royal 
Gold Medal. 

+ April 17. Colour in Buildings. By 
D. L. Mepp, AADipl [A] and H. L. GLoaa, 
AADipI [A]. 

* May 1. Annual General Meeting. 


* May 15. Architecture and the Local 
Community. By HENRY Morris, CBE, MA 
(Oxon), MA (Cantab) [Hon A]. 

*June 19. Council Election Results. 
Modern Church Design. By BaAsiIL SPENCER, 
OBE. ARA, ARSA fF]. 


Exhibitions 


Exhibition illustrating the use of Pulver- 
ised Fuel Ash.—Some time ago the Central 
Electricity Authority put on show an exhibi- 
tion to illustrate the uses of pulverised fuel 
ash. This exhibition was, however, intended 


Forthcoming 





* General Meetings. + Science Lectures. 
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The first of these films, which are all 
available for hire (“The Foreman Dis- 
covers Motion Study ”), is a good intro- 
duction to time and motion study 
methods, telling its story in simple terms 
and without too much commentary. The 
foreman of a factory attends a course 
given by a time and motion study expert. 
The expert shows his class an experiment. 
Three men are set to work producing 
small wooden boxes within a given time 
limit. The experiment is then repeated 
with the same men after the expert’s 
methods have been explained to them, re- 
sulting in easier working methods and 
increased output. 


The second film (“ The Importance of 
Selling’) demonstrates the relationship 
between selling and other aspects of 
business organisation; and the third film 
(* All I Need is a Conference ”’), possibly 
the most important of the three, deals 
with the problem of human relations, It 
highlights in a personal and dramatic way 
the human factors in committee organi- 
sation and the use made of them by a 
skilled chairman to arrive at results. 
in the main for the general public, and the 
Authority have now agreed to prepare a 
fresh exhibition on the same subject, but 
designed specifically to interest architects. 
The new exhibition will provide more 
detailed technical information and will illus- 
trate the potentialities of this material which, 
up to now, has been a waste product. 


It will be on View at the RIBA, 66, Port- 
land Place, London, W1, from October 14 
to 21 (Mondays-Fridays, 10-7: Saturdays, 
10-5). 

Exhibition by the Ministry of Works.— 
The Royal Institute is to stage, in associa- 
tion with the Ministry of Works, an exhibi- 
tion to show the architectural methods 
applied to the preservation of Ancient 
Monuments and Historic Buildings. To deal 
with the special problems which arise, the 
Ministry architects have evo!ved a number 
of techniques which the Ministry feel will 
be of considerable interest both to the pro- 
fession and the general public. A joint 
committee is at present working out details 
of presentation for the exhibition, which will 
be shown at the Royal Institute in December. 


Exhibition of Australian Architecture.— 
The spring exhibition at the Royal Institute 
will be provided by the Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects. This is the first exhi- 
bition of Australian architecture to be 
shown in this country and it is expected that 
it will take the form of a survey of work 
from all parts of the country. 

The Royal Institute hopes from time to 
time to show work from other Common- 
wealth countries. 


Archibald Dawnay Scholarship Trust 
Prizes 

THE Board of Architectural 

announce that the RIBA 

Dawnay) Scholarship Trust Prizes for 

1955-56 have been awarded as follows:— 


A prize of £60 to A. Cotterell of the Birmingham 
School of Architecture. 

A prize of £60 to J. R. A. Wilson, Architectural 
Association School of Architecture 

A prize of £60 to D. E. Thomas, Liverpool School 
of Architecture, University of Liverpool. 

A renewal of the prize of £60 awarded for the 
session 1954-1955 to C. E. Hanley, Birmingham 
School of Architecture. 


Education 
(Archibald 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


REBUILDING THE CITy 
To the Editor of The Builder 


S'R,— Spero” says (your last issu 
that he does not desire to Prolony 
this controversy. 1 think it wise as jt; 
really not possible to do full justice t)| 
so great and serious a subject by a 
interchange of further letters. But let \ 
not terminate it with what appears to fe | 
a misunderstanding of what | advocate | 
I do not advocate the facing or what is 
really the binding of a steel or reinforce 
concrete structure by a veneer of stone o; 
brick in whatsoever style—it is no, 
honest, and one of the characteristics of } 
great architecture is that it should be 
truthful. We are evolving a new method 
of erecting large buildings, but it is not 
architecture in the true sense of tha 
word. 





If we were to pull to pieces a Greek 
temple or a Wren church or, for that matter. 
a Gothic cathedral, we should not find stee| 
stanchions inside but honest load-bearing 
walls and piers built from the base upwards 
and sufficiently strong as we know to sup- 
port, for hundreds of years, the superincum- 
bent weights. In the City of London, at any 
rate, where Wren has bequeathed to us such 
excellent examples of construction as well as 
design, let us be honest and emulate him, 


I would finally point to the work of a 
master architect who would not on any 
account allow his building to contain the 
smallest piece of constructional metal— 
Bentley’s Roman Catholic Cathedral in 
Westminister which, whether you like the 
style or not, is a comparatively recent 
example of honest architecture. 

In -etiring from the scene J wave my hand 
to “ Spero ” in friendly recognition of the 
stimulation I have derived from this ex- 
change of opposing beliefs, but I do so stand- 
ing on the podiums of my own firm convic- 
tions and treasuring still the earnest hope 
that the process of the true tradition of 
Architecture will continue. I would so 
strong'y advise ‘“ Spero” and all who to-day 
still share his thoughts if they cannot read 
the whole book, to which I previously drew 
attention, at least to ponder on the last para- 


graph which, in nobler and better words ' 


than I can put together, so well sums up the 
very essence of the argument. 


JASPER SALWEY. 
Eagle Hurst, Bournemouth. 


«*s This correspondence must now end 


En. 


FINAL ACCOUNTS 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 

GIR, As one of the very dear archi- 

tectural friends of Mr. H. M. 
Stafford, to whom his profession of 
knowledge does not apply, may I com- 
ment on his letter (your last issue) under 
the above heading? As a member of a 
profession not only subservient to, but 
also very much junior to, that of the 
architect, it surely behoves a quantity 
surveyor to so remember his status in the 
building world and to measure, as best 
he can, that which is placed before him 
by the hand which, in factual phrase- 


ology, provides his very bread and butter. ° 


The regrettable tendency to-day 0 
criticise the other man is about the most 
flagrant exhibition of deficiency that 
could be given in so far as it invariably 
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THE BOSTON TEA PARTY 





“ That’s why the Yanks build 
houses quicker—they haven't 
had a tea break since 1774! 





springs from a feeling of incompetence 
and resultant insecurity. I have particu- 
larly in mind the conditions of tender 
of a certain local authority in the North 
whose quantity surveying section, most 
ably led by a Fellow, supported smartly 
by many Associates, of the RICS, first 
lay down in their invitation to tender a 
strict condition that terms of sale which 
are at variance with the RIBA Con- 
ditions of Contract are to be unreserv- 
edly withdrawn by the tenderer in sub- 
mission, and then promptly proceed, in 
Clause 1 of their Specification, also to 
lay down, with due pomp and circum- 
stance, that the RIBA Conditions of 
Contract are to be implied only in so far 
as they are not at variance or incon- 
sistent with the specification and draw- 
ings upon which all tenders must be 
based! 

It is this profession (whose motto is 
apparently “heads we win and tails you lose”) 
which Mr. Stafford would have as “key men” 
giving “invaluable help” and “ guidance ” 
to the poor architect who cannot make up 
his mind! I would accordingly suggest that 
Mr. Stafford and other enlightened members 
of the quantity surveying profession should 
compile forthwith one terrifically elastic 
omnibus bill of quantities from which 
any building, large or small, could be 
designed, leaving the quantity surveyor— 
that “dreadful drudge” and “weary hack” 


nothing to do except to agree the final 
deduction from the final account which 
could not, of course, under the Utopian 


omnibus bill, have any claims for extras. 

Briefly, I would ask Mr. Stafford to 
realise that 90 per cent. of to-day’s building 
troubles are caused by financial greed 
coupled with technical incompetence in all 
trades and professions alike. The attain- 
ment of a trades union card on the one 
hand and the acquisition of an academic or 
Institutional appendage on the other are 
regarded by most as the end of an active 
working life, to be followed automatically 
by the payment of fat wages, salaries and 
fees to those “entitled” or “ qualified” to 
receive them but who in point of fact do not 
always carn them. 

To avoid the wrath of the eminent afore- 
mentioned local authority and to spare the 
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blushes of my very dear friend Mr. Stafford, 
I use a nom de plume which nevertheless 
conveys to him the identity of— 

“* LANCASTRIAN.” 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR POSTS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR.—Regarding the letter of “FAS 

Member” in your issue of Septem- 
ber 23, it should be pointed out, in fair- 
ness to some members of the “rival 
societies,” that there are those who are 
members of both the older and the 
younger bodies. Though it has been 
known for a member of an older society 
to be driven “into the wilderness ” be- 
cause his association with the IQS was 
considered to prejudice his work for the 
said older society, there are those who 
have the interests of the whole profession 
at heart and who do not indulge in such 
petty and childish jealousy. The whole 
society must not be blamed for the policy 
of a (nominally elected) oligarchy. There 


are signs of subterranean rumblings, 
which may in time spew up the tyrants. 
ARTHUR J. WILLIS. 


20a, St. George’s-street, 
Canterbury. 


QOS REGISTRATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GQ IR.—With reference to Mr. Hook- 

way’s second letter on this subject 
(The Builder, September 16), and the third 
paragraph thereof in particular, he may 
be interested to know that at least three 
years ago very much thought was given 
to the subject of registration by the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, not only by its council but by 
individual members. Branch meetings 
were called for the express purpose of dis- 
cussing the subject and for voting on it, 
both as a general proposal and section 
by section according to the particular 
member's qualification, with the result 
that in every case registration was 
heavily defeated. 

The point made was Mr. Hookway’s 
own: we have a distinction (i.e. char- 
tered quantity surveyor) which has cost 
us time and effort to obtain and we have 
no wish to nullify it by having to state 
that we are registered in common with 
anybody who now earns his living by 
being in or on the fringe of the profession 
whether he be a member of any society 
or not. The numbers amongst us who 
entered by the back door are now, due 
to the passing years, a very small pro- 
portion of our total and we have no wish 
to dilute our strength again. 

Finally, why not consider (a) what has 
been gained by our architectural friends 
after the passage of nearly 20 years, and 
(b) whose examinations do young bud- 
ding architects take? 

L. H. Locktey [ARICS] 

179, Lower Addiscombe-road, 

E. Croydon, Surrey. 


TRADITIONAL v. NEW METHODS 


To the Editor of. The Builder 


SIR,—In recent months we have read 
and heard of attacks, usually by the 
“chair-borne”™” army of critics, on the 
total reluctance of the building industry 
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as a whole to accept and adopt “ New 
Ideas,’ which the critics maintain would 
solve nearly all our problems. 


The claim is that we are tied to 
tradition and convention. In a conver- 
sation recently, the Harwell establish- 


ment was put forward to me as an ex- 
ample of the type of organisation which 
possibly would benefit our industry, 
where I am told the larger percentage of 
staff are aged under 30 and are prepared 
to “have a go to try and make things 
work.” The economics of this propo- 
sition were not discussed. 

I submit that a step such as proposed 
is not necessary. Tradition and conven- 
tion often represent plain hard experience 
gained by the older members of our 
industry, which is a valuable steadying 
influence, so lacking elsewhere. The 
building industry does invent and accept 
new ideas and with the steadying factor 
of experience in attendance has at least 
prevented the costly failures experienced 
by the “ Have a Go” clan in industries 
of this and other countries. 

After all, the main principles of build- 
ing construction have not changed greatly 
and I feel that a large amount of the 
criticism is levelled because of the refusal 
of the wiser section of the industry to 
accept some of these so-called “new 
ideas,” realising that it is possibly an 
attempt to elbow out existing methods by 
cheap-jack substitutes, and to foist on to 
both the industry and the general public 
something that will just “ get by.” 

H. J. CRowe. 

95, Bletchingley-road, 

Merstham, Surrey. 


LIGHTING CONFERENCES FOR 
ARCHITECTS 
New ELMA< Series 


OpportTuNITIES for the imaginative use 
of light sources and lighting techniques 


are such today that architects should 
welcome arrangemenis made by the 
Lighting Service Bureau of ELMA 
(Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Associa- 


tion) for a short series of conferences to 
be held at the Bureau at 2, Savoy-hill, 
Strand, WC2. The conferences, which will 
be held from 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. on 
Thursdays, October 20, October 27 and 
November 3, will cover the following 
subjects: 

October 20: “The Use and Abuse of 
Modern Electric Lamps.” Chairman: 
V. H. C. Creer, MA; lecturer: A. D. S. 
Atkinson, AMIEE; discussion opened by 
Michael Pattrick, ARIBA. 

October 27: “ Planning to Achieve a 
Desired Lighting Effect.” Chairman: 
C. J. W. Scott; lecturer, J. M. Waldram, 
BSc, AMIEE; discussion opened by Sir 
Howard Robertson, ARA, P-PRIBA. 

November 3: “The Appearance of 
Lighted Objects and Surfaces.” Chair- 
man: A. E. Page: lecturer, E. B. Sawyer, 
FIES: discussion opened by E. Maxwell 
Fry, CBE, FRIBA. 

All architects are welcome, and those 
proposing to attend are asked to com- 
municate with the Director, Mr. W. J. 
Jones, at 2, Savoy-hill, WC2. A cold 
buffet will be available before each con- 
ference from 5.30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
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THE 
“ PRINTERS’ DEVIL” 
FETTER LANE, EC! 


Architects 
VINCENT BURR & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors 
GRAHAM BLACKBURN 


Builders 
HARRY NEAL & SONS, LTD. 


HIS scheme was carried out in 
two stages owing to the restric- 
tions caused by building licensing. 
The first, comprising the shell 
(enclosing walls, floors and stairs) 
commenced in 1950 when the neigh- 
bouring and surrounding building 
of the Solicitors Law Stationery 
Society was licensed to proceed. A 
further licence to complete the public 
house was not granted and the build- 
ing stood empty for almost three and 
a half years. It was finally granted 
three weeks before building work was 
freed from control altogether. 


The restaurant ceiling has two 
levels, the ends being flat with port 
lights. The centre section is waved 
and troughed with indirect lighting 
reflected from the coloured troughs. 
At the service end the wall is covered 
by squares of mirrored — glass 
decorated with various types of 
letters embossed thereon. The re- 
maining walls are papered forming 
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Front elevation in Fetter-lane. 


The saloon bar. 


September 30 1955 








Septem be 


er 30 1955 











September 30 1955 


bosement 


Eat ie et tl 


0 





s 


4 
| 
i 
&, 


THE BUILDER 





Left: The public bar. Right: View from saloon bar looking up staircase to restaurant. 


the background for the very fine 


collection of framed prints and 
illustrations. The saloon bar also 


features a collection of prints, books 
and working models of printing 
presses on a background of oak 
panelling. The ceiling is covered with 
acoustic tiling. 

The public bar with its three level 
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ceiling is fitted with built-in seating. 
Here the floor is covered with lino 
and is colourfully decorated. In this 
bar, as in the saloon bar, cooled 
shelves for bottled beer are pro- 
vided. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors: 


Central-heating and _ hot-water installations 
and part ventilation and gas installation, G. N. 
Haden and Sons, Ltd.; electrical installation, 


floor plan second flioor 
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plan 


Electrical Engineers, Ltd.; bronze windows, 
signs, mirrors, Artisans (London), Ltd.; plumbing, 
J. C. Spooner and Son, Ltd.; bar fitting, C. E. 
White, and Co., Ltd.; showcases, etc., Pateman; 
cooled shelving and cellar conditioning, J. and E. 
Hall, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Standard Range and 
Foundry Co., Ltd.; terrazzo and tiling, . Alan 
Milne, Ltd.; fibrous plaster work, Alan Milne, 
Ltd.; acoustic tiling, Uniton, Ltd.; electric 
fittings, Merchant Adventurers, Ltd.; concrete 
floors and staircase, Caxtons Floors, Ltd.; service 
lifts, Aldous and Campbell, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; fascia sign, Pearce 
Signs, Ltd.; paints, Mander Bros. 
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Restaurant on the first floor. 
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“TIS THE BUILDING INDUSTRY OVERLOADED?” 


A Case for More Genuine Competition 


(THE view that the building industry 
may be overloaded to the extent of 
not less than 10 per cent. was expressed 
on September 27 by Mr. Ian M. Leslie, 
OBE (Editor of The Builder). He was 
addressing the National Council of Build- 
ing Material Producers, meeting at the 
Connaught Rooms, WC. The chair was 
taken by Mr. F. C. Braby (vice-President). 
In trying to paint a sketch of the 
immediate prospects for building in Great 
Britain, said Mr. Lestie, I shall use a 
broader canvas than if building materials 
only were the subject under consider- 
ation. For you will not disagree with me 
in the thesis that the welfare of the build- 
ing industry and of its several parts can 
exist only within a national framework 
that is healthy, efficient and buoyant. 


PRODUCTION COSTS TOO HIGH 

First, then, let me say that our national 
economic trend is far from healthy. Too 
much of what we are producing, for home 
consumption as well as export, is costing 
too much. I do not by this mean that 
wages are too high but that production 
is too low. I mean that capital and 
labour are not producing at a low enough 
cost and that we are suffering as a conse- 
quence in international markets. The 
Treasury Bulletin on Industry, published 
two days ago, shows that in April and 
May last, European purchases from 
Germany and the United Kingdom ex- 
panded in comparison with 1954 by as 
much as European purchases from all 
other countries put together. Yet 88 per 
cent. of this increase was taken by 
Germany, and 12 per cent. only by us. 
The end of this process is painfully clear. 

The Building Industry does not escape 
its share of responsibility. Is it not time 
that we asked ourselves the question not 
whether our production level is better 
than anything since the end of the war 
but rather whether it is as high as it 
possibly can be? When the additional 
cost to the industry of large-scale 
mechanisation, mechanical aids, bonus 
schemes, and improved holiday and wel- 
fare amenities is remembered, I have no 
hesitation in saying that production is not 
as high as it should be. 

I do not infer that it is only labour 
that needs to move more progressively. 
The whole building industry is out of 
balance—a state which was to be expec- 
ted whenever the removal of building 
licensing (a step of which we must all 
approve) came about. In an expanding 
world market in which we could rely on 
a constantly increasing share of trade we 
could no doubt have afforded longer 
time for the turbulent waters caused by 
de-licensing to settle; ordinary economic 
laws would have come into play. But 
the rocks of inflation have raised their 
head, and the building industry must 
shorten sail. 


A 10 PER CENT. OVERLOAD? 

That the Government, by increasing 
the cost of raising money, intends to curb 
the present building boom cannot be in 
doubt. To express a personal opinion, 


this is a wise and necessary step for I 
have held the view for upwards of a 
year, that there is too much building 
work currently in hand, and that the 
industry is overloaded to an extent which 
I would hazard as being not less than 10 
per cent. This has resulted in a shortage 
of structural and reinforcing steel and, in 
some areas, of bricks; in scarcity of build- 
ing labour, and of surveying and other 
technical assistants. A cut of the order 
suggested would alter the situation where 
jobs are competing for men and materials, 
to the more healthy economic one wher2 
men and materials are competing for 
jobs, where the builder is genuinely 
anxious to accept an invitation to tender 
rather than to put in a cover price be- 
cause he cannot cope with the work if he 
got it; and where materials, instead of 
being roughly in equilibrium (as, with 
certain exceptions, to the Material Pro- 
ducers’ credit they generally are) are once 
again sufficiently free for a builder to 
make it worth while setting up his own 
buying department. What is wanted, in 
short, is a bit more genuine compcztition 
all round. 


EFFECT ON EMPLOYMENT ? 


Would such a cut produce unemploy- 
ment? I am aware that even to suggest 
a step which might have that effect 


is heresy. But if the building programme 
is to be reduced (and some of the steps at 
least towards that end have already been 
taken) it may well be one consequence that 
some of those who have found soft jobs 
and easy money on post-war building sites 
will be skimmed off, and we might begin 
to see a more reasonable degree of discipline 
on the sites. But a marginal cut in building 
is not necessarily bound to throw men out 
of work if the effect is to enable the more 
economic completion of work in hand, 
though if improved production did not equal 
the increased cost of raising capital, then 
some measure of unemploymeat, or the 
transference of labour to other work, might 
be expected. 

That is why I would give personal support 
to the Government’s action in increasing 
lending rates to local authorities, which 
follows an increase in the rates for raising 
private capital, as being a better method 
of putting on the brake than the reintroduc- 
tion of licensing as Mr. Harold Wilson has 
recently advocated, if only because it can 
more easily be regulated or taken off again. 

These new credit restrictions may be 
visualised as being operative not for an 
indefinite period but for so long as may 
prove to be necessary to help the building 
industry to recover its balance and establish 
a measure of long-term stability, and local 
authorities find some way, perhaps, of seeing 
that the benefits of subsidised housing go 
to those only who need it. 

Does this mean also over-production of 
materials or under-employment of men 
engaged in the producing trades? This musi 
depend on the duration of the braking- 
period; if this is not unduly protracted it 
should allow really adequate stocks of many 
materials to be built up ready for the period 
when such reserves of building as municipal 
and hospital construction, etc., so far hardly 
tapped, are brought into play. 

In the meantime, may I earnestly suggest 
that even closer attention be paid to over- 
seas markets? It is galling to see, for 
iastance, as I noticed in a recent tour of 
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Central Africa, how well entrencheg in 
British protectorates are Belgian asbesio 
cement sheets. If the Belgians can sel} » 
an attractive price in Central Africa, why 
cannot we? , 

This brings me directly to the subject | 
Building Materials. There must be many at | 
us who believe that a return {o stable prigg, | 
for building work is overdue. To ask buildes, | 
to quote firm prices is, under present | 
cumstances, to ask them to enter op , 
commercial gamble which, if it failed, wou) | 
have serious consequences not only on the: | 
individual financial stability but on th | 
industry’s plans, now for the first time takin: | 
a long-term view, for training managemey; 
personnel. 

A builder who over tke past 24 month 
has been carrying out a large contract jp 
London has given me the following increase; | 
in the cost of materials between Septembe 
1953, and the present time :— 





Slates .. . 25% Bricks . 12 
Shingle 20% Steelwork ll 
MS Rods . 14% Cement . 6 


These figures go far to show why builders 
find it difficult to quote lump-sum prices 
And, in so far as it will be observed that 
all these materials draw heavily on coq 
for manufacture and/or transport, you a 
building materials producers are obvious) 
going to fiad it hard yourselves to quot 
firm prices. Steady prices may well start 
with higher production and lower costs jn 
the pits, though last week’s so-called Miners 
Charter, which seeks shorter hours and 
longer holidays together with higher wages, 
does not offer much promise. Perhaps we 
must await the arrival of atomic energy on 
tap. 

A PRACTICAL STEP 

But the spirit of sitting down under 
difficulties was not that which won us the 
war, nor will it now lead us in the much 
more difficult task of securing for ever 
section of the community the benefits oj 
peace and national prosperity. I suggest 
that there is something the building industry 
must do to assist the country’s present ! 
economy, The building material producers 
can take a lead to reduce building costs 
by iatroducing fixed materials prices on a 
partial basis, for example, by applying them 
to such commodities which are imported, 
such as timber, and which do not greatly 
draw on coal for manufacture or transport 
The other is for the builders’ 
to extend the practice of encouraging thei 
members to quote firm prices for smaller 
contracts. 

For this nettle of price must be grasped 
now, or it will grow out of hand. And 
noae of us who forms part of the greal 
industry of building can or shou!d wash his 
hands of this quite vital task. We may le 
in for a testing time in the coming months 
but if we determine to control our destiny 
and to wring the advantages from the situa 
tion, we may well prove the slogan “ Boon 
or bust” to be only moonshine. 

Mr. W. E. Adams expressed thanks to the 
speaker. 


AGREED PRICE CONTRACTS 

Sheffield City Housing Committee have 
given consideration to the possibility 0! 
securing or retaining the services of 4 
number of smaller contractors by negotia: 
tion of agreed price contracts on the basis 0! 
recently approved tenders. At their meeting 
on September 23, it was decided by the com: 
mittee that the geneval principle of com: 
petitive tendering should be adhered to, but 
it would be open for the City Architect, Mr 
J. L. Womersley, to submit proposals for the 
negotiation of agreed price contracts In 
special cases. 
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View from juniors’ playground. 


ST. MONICA’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL, SOUTHGATE 


Architects 
C. E. HANSCOMB & PARTNERS (J. S. THOMPSON, ARIBA) 


Heating Consultants 


Quantity Surveyor 
W. E. FRETWELL & PARTNERS 


G. A. HANSCOMB, FRICS 
Builders 
G. WARD (EALING), LTD. 





View from south, showing juniors’ classroom block in foreground. 
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View across infants’ playground, showing classroom block on the right. 


HE site of this school is situated on the east side of 
Cannon Hill, with the long frontage to Cannon- 
road, and originally formed the grounds of Cannon 
House. The school was designed to provide accommo- 
dation for 120 infants and 160 junior places. 


Construction.—Load-bearing piers between the 
windows of the classrooms support RSJs. across the 
rooms into which steel angles are fixed supporting 





“* Thermacoust ” channel reinforced wood wool slabs 
to form the flat roofs. The sloping roof over the 
assembly hall is formed with steel trusses supporting 
asbestos cavity decking felt-finished in mastic. Cavity 
wall construction is used to form all external walls 
above ground level. Artificial stonework is used for 
copings to parapets, for surrounds to certain windows 
and to the front entrance doorway. The boiler-house 
is tanked with asphalt. Terrazzo cills are fixed to 
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projecting concrete sub cills to win- 
dows of classrooms, below which are 
the hot-water radiators placed in 
recesses between piers. Floors next 
to the ground are of solid concrete 
construction, screeded and finished 
with hardwood blocks to assembly 
hall and dining space, buff-coloured 
granolithic to kitchen and cloak- 
rooms and thermoplastic tiles else- 
where. 

All wall surfaces are plastered with 
the exception of the corridors which 
are in fair-faced brickwork. 

Engineering services.—The_ elec- 
tricity installation is carried out in 
screwed conduit with all controls 
situated in a centrally placed switch- 
room, and provides for lighting, 
heating, power, fire alarm and clock 
points. 

The low-pressure hot-water and 
heating installation is provided with 
coke-fired hand-fed boilers in the 
boiler-house, hot-water radiators in 
classrooms, assembly hall, — staff 
rooms, etc., high-level pipe coils in 
lavatories, etc. All pipes are carried 
in ducts below floor level. Follow- 
ing is a list of sub-contractors. 


Constructional steelwork, Matthew T. Shaw 
and Co., Ltd.; steel windows, Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., Braintree, Essex; precast 
floors, Kleine Co., Ltd.; asphalt tanks and felt in 
mastic roof surfacing, Highways Construction, 
Ltd.; asbestos cavity decking to roof over 
assembly hall, W. M. Walker and Co., Ltd.; 
“ Autumn ”’ facing bricks, Erith and Co., Ltd.; 


ST. MONICA’S SCHOOL, SOUTHGATE: View from 
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A typical junior classroom. 


roof lights, Williams and Williams; heating and 
domestic hot-water installation, H. J. Cash and 
Co.. Ltd.; electrical installation, Watson and 
May; w.c. partitions, Venesta, Ltd. 


Sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; 
roller shutter to kitchen, service counter, G. 
Brady and Co., Ltd.; fireplace surround to 
schvolkeeper’s cottage, Bratt Colbran, Ltd.; 
window curtain tracks, Thomas French and Sons, 
Ltd., Manchester, 15; suspended ceiling to as- 
sembly hall, Roberts and Burling, Ltd., Croydon; 
ironmongery, G. and S. Allgood; wood block 
floors, Acme Flooring and Paving Co. (1904), 


Ltd., Barking, Essex; cloakroom fittings, B. Finch 
and Co., Ltd., Barkingside, |Essex; thermo- 
plastic floor finish, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd.; 
decoration materials, Blundell Spence and Co., 
Ltd.; decorated leaded lights (entrance lobby), 
C. E. Welstead, Ltd.; fibrous plaster crucifix 
and other panels, G. Jackson and Sons, Ltd.; 
playground paved areas, Constable, Hart and 
Co., Ltd., Richmond, Surrey; lettering and 
carved stone panel to front entrance, Frederick 
Wigzell; balustrading to steg>, Clark, Hunt and 
Co., Ltd., Enfield; wallpapers, Arthur Sanderson 
and Sons, Ltd.; wood wool roofing slabs, 
Thermacoust, Ltd. 





entrance hall looking into assembly hall. 
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An artist's conception of the main entrance to the International Arrival Building, 

New York International Airport, showing elevated promenade and control tower. 

Airline Wing Building East and two individual Airline Terminal Buildings are visible 
in the background. 


NEW “AIRPORT CITY” FOR NEW YORK 


From a New York Correspondent 


MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR  air- 
port city will rise on the framework 
of New York International Airport in 
the next five years. As a first step, 
$60,000,000 will be spent to develop 
modern passenger terminal facilities on 
the 5,070-acre tract at Idlewild. 

The “ Terminal City ” of ten terminal 
buildings capable of accommodating 140 
aircraft at one time, was described re- 
cently by executives of the Port of New 
York Authority. An innovation in air- 
port design, the development will com- 
prise an 11-city-block-long _Inter- 
national Arrival Building with two 
adjacent Airline Wing Buildings, seven 
individual airline terminal buildings, and 
roadways, taxiways, aprons and related 
facilities. The central terminal area is 
105 acres larger than all of La Guardia 
Airport. Part of the buildings will be 
completed early in 1957. By 1960 it is 
expected that the airport will give work 
to 16,500 people at an annual payroll of 
$82m. 

Mr. Wallace K. Harrison, the architect 
for the Rockefeller Centre, the United 
Nations building, etc., is serving as de- 
sign consultant and co-ordinator of 
exterior architecture. The Port Authority 
buildings were designed, in collaboration 
with the Port Authority staff, by Messrs. 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. 


Described as the most modern and 
efficient, as well as the largest air passen- 
ger terminal in the world, it will provide 
the flexibility of design and adequacy of 
facilities and services necessary to keep 
step with the growing volume of inter- 
national and long-distance air travellers 
at the airport, expected to number more 
than 8,500,000 as early as 1965. This is 
almost three times the number of pas- 
sengers handled at New York Inter- 
national Airport in 1954. 


ra 


Passengers who start or end_ their 
journeys at New York International Air- 
port will be able to go directly to the in- 
dividual terminal of the airline they are 
using or directly from such a terminal to 
ground transportation with a minimum of 
walking. Such passengers constitute 85 
per cent. of those using the airport. 


International air transportation has 
grown tremendously in the last ten years, 
and particularly since the introduction of 
low-cost tourist services in 1952. Aircraft 
and ground facilities deemed adequate 
until a few years ago have now become 
obsolete. 

The New York International Airport, 
the major American terminus of the im- 


Y 
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portant North Atlantic Route, is poy 
used regularly by 24 airlines, inter. 
national and domestic, including Cargo 
and helicopter operators. In 1954 the 
airport handled almost 3m. Passenger; 
over 87m. Ib. of cargo and almost 3m, 
lb. of air mail. 

There are at present two hangars, each 
300 by 170 ft., and three hangars, ea¢ 
300 by 218 ft. 


The latter hangars are 


the three largest triple-hinged stee] arch | 


hangars in the world. There is th 
Federal Building and the Temporary Ter. 
minal Building with extensions housing 
passenger waiting-rooms, consumer ger. 
vices, airline ticket offices, operationg 
offices, Customs and other Federal jp. 
spection agencies. In addition, there arg 
Hangar No. 6 (a six-bay hangar), ang 
Hangar No. 7, the first large suspended 
cantilever hangar in the world. There ate 
several industrial buildings and fuel. 
storage facilities with a total capacity of 
over 4m. gallons. The Control Tower wij 
be a part of the Permanent Terminal 
Building. 

Now under construction are three more 
hangars and an industrial building 


CONSTRUCTION PLANNED 
The main new development will consis; 

of; 

(1) The three-storey 
Arrival Building with 
Airline Wing Buildings for foreign-flag 
carriers. This will cost $15m. and will 
be the first unit to be constructed. 

(2) Seven airline terminal buildings 
for American-flag carriers. Each unit 
will cost about $5m. and will be ona 
site of 11 or 22 acres, depending on 
aircraft position requirements. 

(3) A network of roadways, taxi- 
ways, four parking fields and utilities 
These improvements will cost $15m. 
The following United States Flag 

certified airlines operate in New York 
Airport City: American Airlines, Inc.; 
Eastern Airlines; National Airlines, Inc.; 
New York Airways; Northwest Airlines, 
Inc.; Pan American World Airways, 


International 





Passenger Terminal Area, New York Internaticnal Airport. 
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The International Arrival Building, New York International Airport, viewed from the 
aircraft apron. 


Inc., Resort Airlines, Riddle Airlines; 
Trans-World Airlines, Inc.; and United 
Air Lines. The foreign-flag airlines com- 
prise: Aerolineas Argentinas (FAMA); 
Air France; Avianca; British Overseas 
Airways (BOAC); Iberia-Lineas Espano- 
las; Israel National Airlines; KLM— 
Royal Dutch Airlines; Linea Aeropostal 
Venezolana (LAV); Linee Aeree Italiano 
(LAI);  Loftleider; The Icelandic; 
SABENA—Belgian Air Lines; Scandin- 
avian Airlines System (SAS); Swissair; 
and Trans-Canada Air Lines (TCA). 


THE CONTROL TOWER 

The ten passenger terminal buildings 
will face a 160-acre plaza with a great 
reflecting lagoon. However, the domi- 
nant structure will be the existing 11- 
storey Control Tower. This nerve-centre 
of the airport will be enclosed and con- 
nected with the international arrival 
building by an elevated promenade, and 


the facade will be treated to harmonise 
with the other units. 


The scope of the project can be esti- 
mated by the fact that the terminals will 
be able to accommodate 140 p!anes load- 
ing or unloading at the same time. At 
present Idlewild has only 29 such plane 
positions, 11 more than at La Guardia 
and 13 more than at Newark. A single 
structure capable of handling 140 planes 
at one time would require a two-mile- 
long depot and for that reason the dis- 
persal plan was adopted. 

Two peripheral taxiways servicing the 
passenger terminal area will measure over 
74 miles in length and will each be 100 ft. 
wide. There will be 10 miles of two-lane, 
24-ft. wide roads within the area. The 
parking lots are associated with the three 
converging ovals that will comprise the 
huge terminal plaza. They will have a 
combined area of 50 acres to hand!e 6,000 
cars. 


BRITAIN AND WORLD TRADE 


Lessons of German Competition 


WINCE the war, the volume of world 
h § : 

trade has risen by 6 to 7 per cent. a 
year, which is a very different picture from 
that of the 1930’s. An article in the 
September issue of Bulletin for Industry, 
issued by the Treasury, examines this change 
in pattern and considers its implications for 
the United Kingdom’s export trade. 


The article states that it appears that the 
growth of activity in the manufacturing 
countries in recent years has not carried 
with it a proportionate increase in demand 
for primary products and, therefore, in the 
incomes of primary producers. If the de- 
mand from the industrial countries on the 
primary producers continues to rise more 
slowly than the level of industrial activity 
in the manufacturing countries themselves, 
this may well have important consequences 
for the UK export trade. Since two thirds 
of UK exports go to primary producing 
areas (compared with a half for the United 
States and a third for Germany), we shall 
not get our full share of the expansion in 
world trade unless we make more headway 
In exports to the manufacturing areas. 

From 1950 to the six months ended 
March, 1955, the article continues, the 
UK’s share in world exports of manufac- 


tures fell 6 per cent. while the 
share rose 8 per cent. 

In comparing German and UK export 
performance in April and May this year 
and last, the article states that three 
points stand out. The first is that European 
purchases from the two countries expanded 
as fast as all the others put together. The 
second is that Germany took 88 per cent. 
and the UK 12 per cent. of this increase. 
The third is that, of the smaller increase 
in exports to the sterling area, the UK 
provided 74 per cent. and Germany 26 per 
cent. 

In 1954, industrial output in one great 
manufacturing area of the world—Western 


German 


Europe—rose, while in the other great 
manufacturing area—North America—it 
did not. Now it is rising in both areas. But 


there are no signs as yet of any big increase 
in the value of imports from primary pro- 
ducing areas. These different export market 
prospects are very important for the United 
Kingdom, whose main need at the moment 
is to increase her exports sufficiently to re- 
establish an adequate surplus in her balance 
of payments and to set the gold and dollar 
reserves rising again. The weight of the 
UK’s export effort must change with 
changing markets. 
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Carl Milles 


HE death of Carl Milles, at the age of 80, 
removes perhaps the greatest figure 
from the world of contemporary sculpture, 
certainly in the art of relating sculpture to 
building. His work, influenced in its early 
stages by French and German currents, later 
became of a highly personal kind, and it was 
a happy chance, if indeed chance it was, that 
the development of his art to its highest 
powers coincided with the rise of Swedish 
architecture which began just before the 
war of 1914. Liljeqvist, Boberg and Teng- 
bom were among the architects with whom 
he was in happy collaboration. 

Milles achieved fame not only in Europe 
but in America where for neazly 30 years 
he spent some part of the year, latterly at 
Cranbrook University, Michigan. But he 
was known in a curiously personal way by 
many who had never met him through the 
beautiful house at Liding6, overlooking Lake 
Malaren, in which garden, house and sculp- 
ture were blended into an unforgettable 
unity. 


Benjamin Donaldson, ARIBA 


Mr. BENJAMIN DONALDSON, ARIBA, a 
member of the firm of Messrs. L. J. Couves 
and Partners, of Newcast!e-on-Tyne, has 
died while on holiday in Scotland. 


Alfred W. Arnold 


IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET that we record the 
death of Mr. Alfred William Arnold, for 
many years an “ outside” reporter and con- 
tributor to The Builder, He was 86 and had 
been in failing health for some years. Arnold 
will be well remembered by arcchitects and 
others in the building industry—not least by 
members of the Architectural Association 
whose lectures he reported for this news- 
paper for a quarter of a centuty—as a 
domed-headed, black-bearded figure sitting 
at the Press table jotting down the remarks 
of lecturers and those taking part in the 
discussions. Himself a man of high intelli- 
gence, Arnold was no respecter of reputa- 
tions, and if he thought any particular con- 
tribution added no great deal to the fount 
of wisdom, he would suspend his note-taking 
until such time as matters improved. He 
had taken a life-long interest in the works 
of Karl Marx (not to be confused with Com- 
munism) and was probably one of the few 
men alive today who could really say what 
is in that writer’s books. 

As a reporter he was unfailingly accurate 
and fair, and it gave him pleasure that, a few 
months ago only, the author of an abstruse 
lecture reported by Arnold returned the 
proof with the comment: “ Pe-fect.” His 
was a character that will be missed. 


James Goudie 


THE death is announced of Mr. James 
Goudie, executive director of the Scotland 
and N. Ireland branch of the Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co.. Ltd. After 
graduating BSc at Glasgow University in 
1923, he joined the company and for over 
30 years was intimately concerned with 
road work in Scotland. His loss to the Road 
Engineering industry will be much felt. In 
1953 he was chairman of the Scottish section 
of the Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors. 
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View from the south. Below: The entrance hall. 


CHESHIRE FOUNDATION HOME FOR THE SICK 
AT LE COURT, LISS, HAMPSHIRE 
Architects 
W. H. WATKINS, GRAY, FF.RIBA, & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
WIDNELL & TROLLOPE JAMES LONGLEY & CO., LTD. j 
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First-floor plan. 


HIS hospital, which was founded by Group- 
Captain Cheshire, VC, accommodates 34 
patients and 13 staff, and has been specially de- 
signed as a home for paralysed men and women, 
both old and young. In designing the building, 


special consideration has been given to patients 
in wheel chairs and ambulant patients who need 
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assistance in walking. All corridors have hand- 
rails, and handrails are attached to the doors, so 
that these can be manipulated by patients in wheel 
chairs. The metal french doors are also specially 
constructed. The bed lift has fully automatic 
doors and controls. 

A workshop is provided, accessible by a bridge 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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from the first floor. This bridge also gives access 
to the upper parts of the grounds, the advantage 
being that patients can ascend by the lift without 
having to negotiate the sloping driveway. 

In furnishing the building the owners have been 
particularly careful to give a homely atmosphere. 
The materials used in the construction are as 
follows: 


Walls, Guildford stocks; roofs, Colthurst and 
Symonds “ Reynard” pantiles; window frames, 
cast concrete window and door surrounds; windows 
and external doors, metal; floors generally, cork; 
kitchen and bathroom and floors, tile. 

Heating is provided from a fully automatic 
oil-fired boiler. The cork floors have been specially 
selected so as to be completely safe for patients. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors: 


Heating and hot water, H. R. Noble, Ltd.; asphalt, 
Ragusa Asphalte Co.; concrete window and door sur- 
rounds, J. A. King and Co.; fireproof floor and staircase, 
Helical Bar Eng. Co.; metal windows and doors, Crittall 
Manufacturing Co.; sanitary fittings, Dent and Hellyer; 
ironwork, Adrian Stokes, Ltd.; electrical installation and 
fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; ironmongery, Nettle- 
fold and Moser, Ltd.; lift, J. and E. Hall, Ltd.; folding parti- 
tions, Esavian, Ltd.; zinc flashings, dormer tops, cill aprons, 
etc., Holloway Metal Roofs, Ltd.; bricks, W. T. Lamb and 
Sons; sewage treatment plant, Tuke and Bell, Ltd.; furniture, 
Druce and Co., Ltd.; cork flooring, Armstrong Cork Co. 











The dining-room. 
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News of the Week 


sUILDING COSTS REDUCTION 


\T a time when rising costs are a 
‘3 major cause of anxiety, as much 
within the industry itself as among its 
clients, there is reason to believe that im- 
rovements in Organisation have a major 
contribution to make towards the main- 
renance of stability of building costs. A 
discussion Of this subject has been 
organised by the LCC’s Brixton School of 
puilding and will take place at The Build- 
ing Centre, Store-street, WI, on Tuesday, 
October 18, at 6 p.m. The chairman will 
ho Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, and the other 
principal speakers will be Mr. R. W. 
Wates, Mr. J. H. Mills, and Mr. C. A. 
Francis (National Advisory Service for 
the Building Industry). The National 
Advisory Service was established 18 
months ago to provide assistance to build- 
ing contractors wishing to improve the 
organisation of their firms and, follow- 
ing an initial period of staff-training, the 
Service is expected to make an increasing 
contribution to the efficiency of the 
industry. 

The discussion is organised by the 
Brixton School of Building in collab- 
oration with the MoW Technical Inform- 
ation Service. Admission is free and 
tickets may be obtained from Room 239, 
Lambeth Bridge House, SE1. 


RUSSIAN GUESTS OF LCC 


Mr. KUCHERENKO, deputy-chairman of 
the Soviet Council of Ministers and 
chairman of the State Committee for 
Construction Affairs, is leading a dele- 
gation from the Soviet Union, which is 
visiting this country to study building 
methods and the production of building 
materials. Last Saturday the delegation 
visited the LCC’s new Fitzhugh housing 
estate in Wandsworth. 

On Sunday evening, 
September 25, following 
visits to Hampton Court 
and Windsor earlier in 
the day, the Russian visi- 
tors were the guests of 
the LCC at a concert at 
the Royal Festival Hall. 
Afterwards the visitors 
were entertained to sup- 
per at the Royal Festival 
Hall. On Monday the 





delegation visited the 
LCC’s Brixton School of 
Building. 


AWARD TO COVENTRY 


THE Congress of Euro- 
pean Cities, which has 
been organised by the 
International Union of 
Cities and Local Govern- 
ment, opened in Rome 
on September 25, when 
it Was announced that the 
recently instituted prize 
for “the most meritor- 
lous city for peacetime 
moral qualities and re- 
constructive efforts” is 
to be awarded this year 
to Coventry. Alderman 
Stringer, a former Lord 
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Mayor of Coventry, who is one of the 
delegates, thanked the congress on behalf 
of Coventry. 


STRAINS IN STRUCTURES 


THis year’s Bossom gift lecture in the 
forthcoming series of Chadwick public 
lectures, will be by Mr. R. J. Wilkins, 
MEng., lecturer in civil and municipal 
engineering, University College, London, 
on the “ Development of the Measure- 
ment of Strains in Structures.” The 
lecture will be given on October 25, at 
5.30 p.m., at the Lecture Theatre, Depart- 
ment of Civil and Municipal Engineering, 
University College, Gower-street, WC1. 
Admission free. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 


ACCORDING to the quarterly supplement 
of the Treasury’s Bulletin for Industry, 
approvals of new industrial buildings 
continued to rise sharply in the second 
quarter of 1955, when the area approved 
was nearly double that of a year earlier. 
The figures, in millions of sq. ft. are as 
follows : — 


1954 1955 
Qtr.—Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Ist 2nd 
Approvals 14.4 15.5 21.2 19.7 23.7 29.6 
Starts 9.4 126 10.3 12:5 12.9* n.a. 
Completions 8.6 11.7 7.8 9.9 7.0° nia. 


* Liable to upward revision. 


DSIR RETIREMENT 


Mr. E. BARNARD, CB, CBE, DSO, 
retired from his position as Deputy 
Secretary in the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research on August 31, at 
the age of 63. He joined the DSIR as 
an Assistant Principal, in 1919. He was 
quickly promoted to Principal and in 
1928 was appointed Assistant Director of 
Food Investigation under Sir William 
Hardy, the then Director. In 1934 he 
succeeded Sir William Hardy as Director 
of Food Investigation and held that 


LOW-COST CHURCH AND HALL.—A perspective of the proposed new Church of St. 
the Church of Scotland at Macbeth Moir Road, Musselburgh, the foundation stone of which was laid 
by the Duke of Hamilton on September 16. Messrs P. Whiston & McRobie, AA.RIBA, were the 
architects for the church, which is the first of the low-cost design churches for the Church of Scotland 
submitted by Messrs. Crudens, Ltd., of Musselburgh, Midlothian. 
£21,000. The hall is due to be completed in December next and the church in February. 
is 109 ft. long with a seating capacity of 500; and the hall 82 ft. long with a seating capacity of 350. 
Construction (church and hall): walls of local brickwork, roughcast externally, plastered internally. 
Roof of sheet copper on boarding, supported by 6 steel portal frames. One gable having external feature 
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office until, in 1943, he returned to the 
headquarters office of the Department as 
Principal Assistant Secretary and deputy 
to the then head. In 1945, when a post 
of Deputy Secretary was created in the 
Department, he was appointed thereto. 


RESIDENTIAL CLUB SCHEME 


FINANCIAL support to a scheme for pro- 
viding residential accommodation and 
club facilities for women journalists in the 
City of London is being given by women 
journalists and London newspaper pro- 
prietors. 


An application has been made to the 
City planning officer for permission to 
build a three- or four-storey block of 
offices and one-room flats on a bombed 
site at the corner of Warwick-lane and 
Amen-court, off Ludgate-hill, one of the 
few positions in the City where the pro- 
vision of residences is likely to be en- 
couraged. An appeal has been launched 
to raise the £20,000 which is needed im- 
mediately. 

The scheme has been promoted by 
Women Journalists Estates, Ltd., which is 
registered as a housing association, and 
the tentative plans have been prepared by 
Mr. L. G. Rogers, ARIBA. The main 
purpose is to provide about 235 flatlets for 
members of the association and visiting 
women journalists from overseas and the 
provinces. 

With club facilities and rents from com- 
mercial offices and the flatlets it is 
thought that the scheme should pay for 
itself, 


REPAIR OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS 


THE Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings is to hold its annual 
course on the repair of ancient buildings 
from October 17 to 22. Details can be 
obtained from the Secretary at 55, Great 
Ormond-street, WC1. 
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The estimated cost of the scheme is 
The church 


panel of western red cedar. Floor hardwood. 
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HOUSE PURCHASE LOANS 


A RESOLUTION urging the Government 
to introduce legislation permitting local 
authorities to make housing advances of 
up to 95 per cent. of the value of pro- 
perties was carried by 106 votes to 102 
at the conference of the Association of 
Municipal Corporations at Harrogate on 
September 20. 


ALD. F. C. BELL, Mayor of Romford, 
proposing the resolution, said that his 
council wanted to make 95 per cent. ad- 
vances. Building societies could do it; 
why not local authorities? There were 
many people who, while they had not 
the capital available, had an assured in- 
come which would make the transaction 
a satisfactory business proposition. 


CPRE CONFERENCE 


THE sixteenth national conference of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England will take place at Norwich from 
October 6 to 8. The theme of the con- 
ference will centre on “Development 
Plans and Rural Development.” Among 
the papers to be read will be the follow- 
ing: — 

“ Development Plans and Rural Pre- 
servation” by Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy, 
CBE, FRIBA, and “Some East Anglian 
Problems, with Special Reference to the 
Broads,” by Mr. T. B. Oxenbury, MTPI, 
LRIBA, The conference will also include 
a discussion presided over by Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, chairman, CPRE. 


NEW APPOINTMENT 


Mr. E. Ruipce, ARICS, AMTPI, 
assistant deputy planning officer, 
Leicester City Council, has been appoin- 
ted deputy city development officer, 
Portsmouth City Council. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Miss NADINE BEDDINGTON, ARIBA, has taken up 
an appointment as advisory architect to Messrs. Free- 
man, Hardy and Willis, Ltd., and will be glad to 
receive trade literature at 68, Mount-st., W.1 (tel.: 
Grosvenof 7211). 


Messrs. WittiaAM C. INMAN AND PARTNERS, char- 
tered quantity surveyors, of 7, New-square, Lincoln’s 
Inn, London, WC2, have opened a branch office at 
18, Cardiff-road, Luton, and would be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues at that address. 


Mr. JoHn E. Myers, ARICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, has opened an office at 18, High-st., 
Stockton-on-Tees (tel.: Stockton 66206). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, September 29, 1855 


ALLEGED JOBBERY IN IRELAND.—The 
Irish Board of Works are charged by the 
Cork Examiner with a long string of 
blunders and jobbery, especially in regard 
to the contract for a new Lunatic Asylum 
for Cork. The governors had consented 
to an expenditure of £50,000, proposed 
by the Government authorities as the 
requisite cost. The Board of Works 
thereupon took the matter in hand, and 
entered into contracts which at present 
amount, it is said, to £85,828 odds, beside 
£2,000 additional expended in preventing 
the rain from coming in on the heads of 
the governors in torrents, and in remov- 
ing dry rot from the joists and flooring. 
As for the ventilation, it is declared to 
be a dead failure. 
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The entrance to the new school. 
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The teaching wing is on left and on the right is the end 


of the gymnasium building. 


NEW GRAMMAR SCHOOL AT CORBY, NORTHANTS 
Completion in Six-and-a-hal Months 


ON September 19 a new grammar 
~“ school to take 540 boys and girls 
was opened at Corby, Northants, the 
buildings being completed dead on 
schedule. 

Behind this simple statement is the 
story of an achievement in preplanned 
building, which was stimulated by a 
challenge by the County Architect, Mr. 
A. N, Harris, FRIBA, to the contractors, 
Robert Marriott, Ltd., to get part of the 
school completed by the autumn term. 
At the time the challenge was made, six 
months ago, only the bare concrete 
frame of the buildings had been com- 
pleted. 

The builders replied that they would 
complete the whole school by this date, 


and placed a sign outside the site which 
read: “ This School Must Be Completed 
By September 17.” 


Commenting on how the job was done 
Colonel J. R. Marriott, a director of the 
firm, said: “* There are two things. Firs, 
preplanning which must be executed 
Second, and equally important, is a team: 
spirit. Too often the British workman is 
accused of slacking on the job. Our men 
on the site accept responsibility, accep 
targets as obligatory, and work witha 
splendid will to get things done.” 


The school includes a teaching wing, 
science wing, a gymnasium and a large 
assembly hall. 
mately £150,000. 





A view of the assembly hall. 








The cost was approxi: | 
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AUSTRALIAN BUILDING RESEARCH 


Emphasis on Factory Construction 


[From a Special Correspondent] 


JN this country, programmes of building 

research at various universities and 
research organisations are. reviewed 
annually and listed by an advisory com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Works. In Aus- 
tralia it seems that the corresponding 
authority, the Commonwealth Depart- 
ment of Works, goes further, for it pre- 
sents a co-ordinated report for the pub- 
lic, the most recent of which’ has just 
been published under the title © Building 
Research in Australia, 1952-4. 


An obvious reason for a co-ordinated 
report is found when the list of contri- 
puting organisations is examined. There 
are two research establishments specific- 
ally for building, another four (for soils, 
forest products, chemistry and defence) 
whose programmes partly concern build- 
ing, and two government departments, 
one dealing with factories and one with 
publicity, which have quite a lot to say. 
All these. of course, are in different 
places in that vast country, and this 
underlines the efforts which are neces- 
sary in order to present an orderly and 
coherent picture of the scattered studies. 


It is quite a commendable picture when 
it is presented this way, considering how 
comprehensive a field building presents 
for study and how limited the resources 
usually are for research in the Dominions. 
One gets an impression of relatively high 
research productivity, perhaps partly be- 
cause the things they do are obviously 
worthwhile—for example: fire, the study 
of certain specific local products, foun- 
dations and factories—and one gets a 
comforting impression of level-headed- 
ness about individual studies and a will 
to get the results across. But the pro- 
gramme has some big gaps—there is 
nothing about the economics of building, 
its mechanical plant, cr its organisation, 
nor is any other building type than fac- 
tories mentioned as a research problem, 
nor the use of buildings. 


GAPS IN THE SERVICE 


No doubt the resources of money and 
staff really are limited in Australia, as 
they are now in most countries; but these 
are gaps that it has usually paid hand- 
somely to close, and one wonders why 
nothing whatever is said about them, 
especia'ly as there are quite a number 
of architects and builders on the com- 
mittee which prepared the report. Is it 
because it so often seems easier to see 
what to study in someone else’s field than 
one’s own? Or it is that the research 
Organisations themselves do not contain 
the architects and builders needed to for- 
mulate the programme and tactics of 
study in these fields? Some suspicion is 
engendered by the report that the latter 
might be the reason, in which case the 
future will hold some needless disap- 
Pointments. Building research without 
architects and builders happens easily 








“Building Research in Australia, 1952-4. published 


a Commonwealth Department of Works, price 


enough, but it misses many of the most 
productive targets. 

There are some seemingly odd divi- 
sions of the Australian work. The 
CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation) has 
some resemblance to our DSIR, and its 
Division of Building Research covers 
some of the fields of our Building Re- 
search Station—materials, acoustics and 
some thermal studies—while the Experi- 
mental Building Station of the Depart- 
ment of Works deals with other “ BRS ”- 
type studies—foundations, some thermal 
studies, natural ventilation and lighting, 
fire and again concrete. But the CSIRO 
has a Division of Soils which also studies 
foundations. Obviously there is merit in 
the one report. 

An item from this group which catches 
the layman’s eye at once is a study of a 
lightweight cellular material, an auto- 
claved mix of hydrated lime and silica 
flour. Its compressive strength is respect- 
able at 8,500 Ib./sq. in., at a density of 
only 65 |b./cu. ft. It is said to be promis- 
ing for structural units, but that is the 
limit of information. One would like to 
know more. For instance, is it cheap? 
Can it take the place of concrete seldom 
or often? There is only a bald and tan- 
talising statement. 


In much the same field, we also note, 
is an active study of gypsum for load- 
bearing structures. Here is something 
with which we are familiar and often 
feel is sadly undeveloped in this country, 
though it is not entirely neglected. It 
will be interesting to hear more about this 
study. 


FOUNDATIONS 


Foundations obviously cause Austra- 
lians a good deal of worry in some dis- 
tricts. A manual for the Adelaide area 
is one product of the period under re- 
view, and it seems likely that it is both 
comprehensive and “down to earth.” 
Another study emerges firmly in favour 
of pier-and-beam foundations for houses 
on shrinkable soils. These sound like 
our short-bored piles, of which we hear 
less than we used to. 

Fire is always important, but especi- 
ally so in countries using timber fairly 
extensively. The researches are not yet 
highly developed and the main effort has 
been to devise equipment which is reason- 
ably cheap and able to do the vital tests. 
It sounds as though they are well set 
now. 

The main timber researches are done 
by the CSIRO’s Forest Products Divi- 
sion. In common with other timber 
students, these people are giving an engi- 
neering character to some of the com- 
monplaces, such as nailed joints, and, 
of course, some effort goes into resist- 
ance to damage by termites. Evidently 
they have done large-scale development 
work on the seasoning of many forms 
of timber and one would judge they have 
had a large influence in the trade. They 
estimate that there were 1,000 kilns in use 
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there last year; it would be interesting to 
have a comparable figure for the United 
Kingdom. 

The Department of Labour and 
National Service has a commendable 
record of publications on improving fac- 
tory design, and one hopes its work is 
rewarded. The account in this report 
shows a continued interest in light and 
colour, and on design for safety with an 
apparently more recent interest in small 
factory design—so easily neglected, but 
so important. Another example of level- 
headedness. 


The one other big research item is 
paints, done in the Defence Standards 
Laboratories. It is interesting and pro- 
ductive work evidently, but mostly con- 
cerns the special problems of the Aus- 
tralian climates. 


SUCCESSFUL PUBLICITY 


Like so many reports, the last item is 
on publicity, which is carried on by the 
Liaison Service of the Department of 
Works. One would judge that they are 
having some considerable success, and an 
item that seems to have particular in- 
terest is the issue of no less than 80 Press 
releases in the two years. There seems 
tu be a real sense of the news value of 
research results. Perhaps someone out 
there realises that you must unfold your 
story as it comes if you are to carry 
others with you. 

All the Dominions have their building 
research programmes now, most of them 
developed since 1945, and much influ- 
enced in one way or another by our own 
BRS. It is interesting to see how they 
are emerging as “ personalities” in their 
own right as they mature, and not least 
of these is the Australian set-up. This 
is an opportunity to commend their work, 
and to hope that it will grow soundly 
and well rounded. 


RESEARCH IN BRITAIN 
NFBTE Committee’s Activities 


A FULL day’s programme was arranged for 
the last meeting of the National Federa- 
tion’s Building Research and_ Technical 
Information Committee, which was held in 
London yesterday (September 29). In the 
course of the business proceedings at 82, 
New Cavendish-street, Mr. K. Alsop, of the 
Building Research Station, gave a summary 
of the progress made to date in connection 
with the series of full-scale trials by builders 
of the selected results of research. 


Later in the morning, members of the 
committee travelled by coach to Messrs. 
Haymill’s site (for Waring and Gillow, Ltd.) 
on Western-avenue, Acton, where they were 
shown some recent developments in pre- 
stressed concrete building frames and floor 
planks. 

From Acton the committee went to the 
Building Research Station at Garston, where 
Dr. R. Nurse gave an account of the results 
of some investigations carried out by the 
Station on the use of pulverised fuel ash 
in the making of light-weight aggregates. 

Finally the committee paid a visit to the 
new research centre of John Laing and Son, 
Ltd., at Boreham Wood, where Mr. Kirby 
Laing had kindly made arrangements for 
the committee to make a tour of the centre. 
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BRITISH COLOUR COUNCIL 


Interior Designers’ Conference 


(THE British Colour Council’s 14th 

esigners’ Conference was held 
from September 12-16 at Oriel College, 
Oxford. Mr. R. W. B. Burton, M/A, 
Fellow of Oriel College, welcomed the 
delegates at dinner on September 12, over 
which Sir Ernest Goodale, CBE, MC, 
presided and which was attended by 
Mr. H. G. Dowling, FRSA, P-PIBD, 
HonAID, chairman of the Council, and 
by 52 delegates from the _ Interior 
Decoration Division. 

The following are extracts from the 
contributions of the principal speakers at 
the Conference : — 

Miss B. K. Battrerssy, Studio Direc- 
tor to the Council, outlined the aims of 
the British Colour Council whe: first 
forming the Interior Decoration Division. 
They were: The improvement of colour 
and design in British goods; their better 
co-ordination; the maintenance of high 
standards of quality and craftsmanship; 
to keep members aware of ideas affecting 
changes in colour and design which may 
affect home and overseas markets. 

She said: “Our meeting point is 
Colour and Design and until these con- 
ferences began it was an unusual experi- 
ence for any artist or designer to be able 
to meet so freely amongst his own kind. 
Of the very nature of his work he is a 
somewhat solitary creature, for dealing 
with ideas sometimes makes communica- 
tion difficult. Another thing which 
separates him more from the business 
man than from the scholar is that his 
values are usually based upon an appre- 
ciation of things aesthetic rather than 
commercial. For this reason the setting 
of this conference is especially appro- 
priate.” 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

Mr. J. B. BLayNey, ARIBA, ATLA, 
who has worked as a landscape architect 
with the State Forest Service in Holland 
and also for the Lancashire County 
Council Planning Department, spoke on 
the subject “ Colour in the Landscape.” 

He began by giving a brief historical 
survey of landscape design and of the 
materials available to the designer at 
different times. Until the 18th century 
differences in colour were very slight, 
based on indigenous cultivation. Today 
the choice of colour and form in all 
kinds of exotic plants tended to make 
us forget that green itself was a colour 
offering infinite variety. 

Mr. Blayney spoke of the 18th-century 
architects and landscape gardeners, of 
John Vanbrugh, Capability Brown and 
Kent, and of landowners who had a faith 
in the future which we wou!d do well to 
gather back into our generation. The 
Regency and mid-Victorian periods saw 
the treatment of small estates as minia- 
tures of the old landowners’ parks with 
brightly coloured trees and_ bedding 
plants taking the place of woods and 
shrubberies. With the 19th century, the 
herbaceous border came into its own and 
this has remained until today. 

Mr. Blayney then considered the use 
of natural stone and earth and flowering 
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plants as “ ground cover,” and concluded 
with illustrations of recent town planning 
showing the use and misuse of some of 
the flowering trees and shrubs which, 
though charming in individual gardens, 
had to be more carefully considered in 
relation to their setting. 
“ SUCCESSFUL DESIGN ”’ 

Mr. JOHN FARLEIGH, CBE, RE, speak- 
ing as a free-lance designer on the subject 
* Design as a Professional Problem,” told 
delegates he was not going to discuss the 
aesthetic aspects of design but concern 
himself with “successtul design” by 
which he meant “ design people are pre- 
pared to pay for.” He gave his definition 
of a designer’s function, which was to 
give form, by means of his special ability 
and training, to the possibly incoherent 
material presented to him by his client. 
He considered that a designer’s first duty 
was to his client. A successful design 
may not be “good taste” from some 
points of view. As an example, Mr. Far- 
leigh took the super cinema “of more 
revolting order” which was a most suc- 
cessful design. The important entrance 
began the build-up, the welcome of the 
braided commissionaire, the soft carpet, 
the warm scented air lulled the critical 
faculties, the mind began to submerge 
and the patron sank into a comfortable 
armchair “set like a jeily, relaxed, sub- 
servient in every way to take whatever 
came.” From this it would be argued 
that the design had done its job. 

On the question of taste he thought 
designers should not be too ready to dis- 
approve of their clients’ taste as they 
might be closing their minds to a new 
idea. On occasions the brief given to de- 
signers appeared to offer insuperable diffi- 
culties, but it was the designer’s duty to 
work within the clients’ requirements to 
the best of his ability. 

He said that the designer needed to 
develop his own perception and ability 
and be given time to stand and _ stare. 
* Doing nothing can be the most produc- 
tive activity of all.” 


“ A QUEST FOR COLOUR” 


A panel of six under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Henry G. Dowling, answered ques- 
tions on “A Quest for Colour.” The 
members of the panel were: Archaeolo- 
gist: Graham Webster, MA, FSA, 
AMICE, AMA, Department of Extra- 
Mural Studies, Birmingham University; 


architect: Max Lock, FRIBA, MTPI; 
colour consultant: R. F, Wilson, Art 
Director, British Colour Council; de- 


signer: John Farleigh, CBE, RE; educa- 
tionist: Maurice Wheatley, Senior Art 
Inspector, LCC; furnishing contracts co- 
ordinator: Philip Edwards, of Druce and 
Co., Ltd., London. 

In answer to the first question “ How 
can our towns be made more attractive 
by the greater use of colour?” the panel 
were of the opinion that colour could 
be brought more into the town by the 
use of trees and flowers as 
in Holland as well as by a judicious use 
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of colour in paint, though Mr, Farleigh 
as a painter, deplored the garish use of 
colour and made a plea that we shoy|j 
make our undercoats our top-coats, “ Too 
few of us see colour where it is,” he said 
and he spoke of the play of light oy 
London’s Portland stone and of the in. 
spiration he had found in the subdued 
but forceful colour of the industrial 
cities. 

Mr. Max Lock emphasised that coloy; 
in the urban scene must be subtle. The 
haphazard, though apparently systematic. 
use of strong colour as “ relief” in hous. 
ing was ill-considered and generally jp. 
appropriate. 

A discussion centred on the problem of 
whether art schools were providing the 
education required for contemporary de. 
sign. The panel was in agreement that 
there was a dangerous tendency to cyt 
down on the basic training essential to the 
study of architecture and drawing in the 
interests of turning out students who had 
a facility with the contemporary clichés 
in design. This was part of the battle 
that had been going on for years between 
industry and art schools and represented 
“a dangerous movement to provide in- 
dustry with what it wants.” Mr. Witson 





appealed for greater discipline of “hand, | 


mind and eye.” Everybody agreed that 
the only safe way of using contemporary 
design was to do so with a thorough 
knowledge of what had gone before and 
a proper grounding in classical architec- 
tural forms and in the technique of draw- 
ing. 


COLOUR SYMBOLISM 

Mr. GRAHAM WEBSTER gave examples 
of colour symbolism in primitive and 
modern times showing how these had 
grown up with our use of language, 
Primitive peoples, he said, were unable 
to think of colour as separate from the 
object possessing it. The incorrupti- 
bility of gold, for instance, caused the 
primitive mind to associate it with im- 
mortality so that it was used for talismans 
and charms. 

The earliest colours used were red-gold 
representing the sun and ripe corn, the 
green of living vegetation and the blue of 
sky and water, which also denoted fer- 
tility and life. Red, the colour of blood, 
was also associated with life. Today these 
meanings were overlaid with many other 
influences but retained a powerful, if 
little realised, significance. 

Speaking on the subject “ The Use o! 
Colour in Architecture in the Tropics 
MR. 
said ‘“ Architecture may realise itself 
without colour but cannot be revealed 
without light. It is a statement in terms 
of black and white, form, texture, weight, 
mass, rhythm and time.” Time brings 
accidental effects unthought of by the 
architect and some of these were noW 





E. MAxweLt Fry, CBE, FRIBA, | 


accepted as the original state of the build- | 


ing. as in the honey-colour of the Pat- 
thenon which only in the traces of strong 
colour in the base gave a clue to the 
original painting of the building. 

It was important to appreciate the 
effect of light on colour and the way 10 
which the canopy of cloud masking full 
sunlight in our own country limited the 
colour palette, reducing all full colour and 
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producing “a watercolourist’s paradise.” 
In Nigeria and on the Gold Coast the 
light was 2} times more intense than in 
England. The exterior of buildings be- 
came bleached by the intense sun and the 
intensity of heat made one unappreciative 
of colour and detail during the hottest 
part of the day. Only as the light became 
less intense did colour come into its own. 

In the colour-slides of schools, halls, 
chapels and houses which followed it was 
observed that colour had been used 
mainly in the porches, in architectural 
features and in the interiors. Mr. Max- 
well Fry had used native stone whose 
broken colour and interesting texture gave 
relief to the dazzling concrete surfaces. 
Coloured signal glass was used in the 
chapels of schools and in assembly halls 
evoking some of the shapes and bold 
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colour in native art and these were again 
to be seen in pierced balconies and walls 
designed to give maximum ventilation. 


CLOSE OF CONFERENCE 


At the closing session Mr. R. F. Wilson 
chaired a meeting at which leaders of 
three discussion groups reported their 
findings. Points raised concerned the 
need for greater co-operation, better co- 
ordination, the use of television as a 
means of education, the need for a greater 
knowledge of colour and a wider know- 
ledge of the British Colour Council’s 
work in this respect. Mr. Wilson sum- 
marising said: “All these points will be 
given serious attention in the planning 
of future conferences and exhibitions to 
be held at the Council’s headquarters in 
1956.” 
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PROBLEMS OF ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 
Some Legal Points of Interest 


By a Legal Correspondent 


ERY many interesting legal points 

arise in practice in connection with 
the building of new houses and estates, 
but it is only in relatively few cases that 
disputes are not ironed out before the 
matter is brought before the courts. Some 
typical problems that are likely to con- 
front architects and builders today are 
examined below. 


Space About Buildings 

Building by-laws provide for a space 
to be provided in front and in the rear 
of buildings. Fer instance, the space in 
front may extend to 24 ft. provided that 
if the building fronts on to a street of 
less width than 24 ft. the distance may 
be not less than the width of the street 
together with one half of the difference 
between that width and 24 ft. There 
may be required an open space at the 
rear of not less than 100 ft. with vari- 
ations to suit individual requirements. 

This question may arise in practice: 
If a building has the air space required 
by the by-laws, can the owner voluntarily 
sacrifice that air space ? A number of 
other questions may arise. An owner 
may build on his own land, but by this 
building can he sterilise development on 
an adjoining owner’s land or should he 
have sufficient air space available within 
his own curtilage ? The case may also 
arise that the owner of a house may sell 
part of his land and the new owner may 
propose to erect garages. When by-law 
permission is sought the local authority 
have to consider in relation to the garage 
not the house as the relevant by-laws 
and the by-laws themselves provide that 
“no building shall be erected that shall 
cause the open space left or provided 
about a building to be less than that 
required by these by-laws.” 

Estate Development 

A number of points arise in relation to 
the development of estates by private 
developers. A builder who has land away 
from the main highway which is cut off 
by other land may create problems. A 
local planning authority may receive an 


isolated application for planning per- 
mission by an owner in a residential 
area, but they are faced with the diffi- 
culty that this land constitutes the only 
proper entrance to the back land. In 
these circumstances they may decide to 
refuse permission. The owner may decide 
to appeal and in the event of refusal by 
the Minister claim compensation, or he 
may be able to negotiate terms with the 
owner of the building land at the back 
for the purchase of his single plot. 

A similar situation may arise when two 
estate developers are concerned. The one 
developer may be dependent on the land 
of the other for proper access to the 
highway ; in short it is back land. The 
development of the front land provides 
roads for the estate which in a com- 
prehensive development of the two 
estates should be brought to the boundary 
and carried on over the back land. The 
first developer may consider that to do 
so deprives him of the proper benefit of 
his land and may require compensation 
from the owner of the rear land. This 
may be agreed between the two owners. 
If it is not, a difficult position may arise 
for the local planning authority who are 
interested in the development of the area 
and who may have to consider whether 
they should use compulsory powers of 
acquisition. 

SERVICE ROADS 

Among the interesting points of estate 
development that arise from the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1954, is that 
although no compensation can be paid 
under S.20(2) (e) of that Act in respect 
of any condition relating to “ the location 
or design of any means of access to a 
highway or the materials to be used in 
the construction thereof,” this does not 
include a service road. Compensation 
may be paid where a conditional consent 
is given necessitating the construction of 
a service road by a developer. 

Builders who in lieu of making a 
deposit under the New Streets Act, 1951, 
enter into agreement under S.146 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875, may find that 
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the views of local authorities vary as to 
the precise time when the roads are to 
be taken over by the local authority. 
Some are not willing to. take over the 
roads until all the estate roads are made ; 
most are prepared to take over the roads 
in stages after a sufficient period of main- 
tenance. Before the roads are taken over 
the pavements are required to be com- 
pleted. Local authorities have varying 
views as to whether the local authority 
does the lighting out of the rates or 
accepts it as a private street works charge. 
In relation to estate development com- 
pensation will not be payable if per- 
mission is refused on the ground “ that 
the development would be premature 
having regard to any existing deficiency 
in the provision of water supplies or 
sewerage facilities and the period within 
which any such deficiency may reason- 
ably be expected to be made good.” The 
law is contained in S.20(3) of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1954, with 
the proviso that if permission is again 
refused more than 7 years afterwards 
for a similar reason this second refusal 
will not be a ground for excluding com- 
pensation. The interesting question arises 
whether the local authority, who have 
in mind in the development of the area 
that the site shall be developed within 
the first five years, can properly refuse 
development because the sewers are not 
likely to be laid in the first year or two, 
or should they take the broad view that 
all development within the first five-year 
period should be grouped together when 
considering planning applications ? 


New Streets Act, 1951 


Under S.I(g) of the New Streets Act, 
1951, certain difficulties may arise. The 
subsection provides that the provisions 
of the Act shall not apply “in a case 
where the whole street being less than 
100 yards in length or a part of the 
street not less than 100 yards in length 
and comprising the whole of the part on 
which the frontage of the building will 
be was at the commencement of the Act 
built up to such an extent that the aggre- 
gate length of the frontages of the build- 
ings on both sides of the street or part 
constituted at least one half of the aggre- 
gate length of afl the frontages on both 
sides of the street or part.” The impor- 
tant point is what constitutes a street. 
The main point to be remembered is 
that the Act is concerned with private 
streets. If one street of one name com- 
prises a part which has already been 
made up and taken over before the Act 
and another part which has not, the part 
not made up must on the wording of 
the Act be judged quite separately from 
the made up part although to all intents 
and purposes it constituf¢s with it one 
street. 


NATIONAL PARKS APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, has appointed Mr. 
H. J. G. Griffin, CBE, and Mr. Gervas 
Huxley, CMG, MC, members of the 
National Parks Commission. Mr. Griffin is 
the secretary of the Council for the Preser- 
vation of Rural England. Mr. Huxley is 
honorary adviser on Information Services to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 








568 


LMBA 


* Building Industry Not Incompetent:” 
President's Reply to Critics 
Sj PBAKING at a luncheon given at 
Mitcham by the LMBA’s Southern 
Area last week, the president of the LMBA, 
Mr. L. J. HoLLoway, protested against what 
he called the “ constant, niggling, and often 
ludicrous criticism” to which the building 
industry was subjected. Mr. H. G. Chap- 
man, chairman of the area, presided. Mr. 
Holloway said: 

* We have just finished what was probably 
the best bualding season since the end of 
the war. The volume of work completed 
was a record, and what is more important 
output is increasing, thanks largely to the 
growing use of mechanical aids to produc- 
tion and to the rising number of trained 
craftsmen coming in through the indusiry’s 
apprenticeship schemes. 

* Yet all the time we are faced with this 
ridiculous and unfair criticism. Against 
that, as the official spokesman of the build- 
ing. industry in London, I protest with all the 
emphasis at my command. 

“We have to work in the open. Our jobs 
are. there for the inspection of the world. 
Everbody sees us. So if a single man on a 
single job is seen drinking a cup of tea, the 
whole industry is damned for incompetence. 
Of course we have our incompetents. It 
would be strange if we had not in an in- 
dustry which employs over a million men. 
But we also have our competents. And | 
make bold to claim that the building in- 
dustry on average is as efficient as any other 
industry, and that our best is at least as good 
as the best any other industry can produce. 

“ But all the time we work ‘ Big Brother ’ 

or is it ‘ Little Sister °?—is watching. And 
so the inefficiency story gains currency. 
Somebody tells somebody else who writes 
to the papers. The music-hall takes up the 
story. Even the BBC falls for it. Very 
recently, in a popular programme, it blamed 
an apprentice of sixteen for the death of a 
couple of pedigree heifers because, it was 
alleged, he dumped some empty paint cans 
in a stream at the end of the field in which 
he was working instead of putting them 
where he was told. Was there never a 
butcher’s or a baker’s boy who dodged the 
column? But it had to be a builder. He 
‘couldn’t care less’ because in a couple of 
years he would be called up for the forces. 
The BBC apparently doesn’t know, though 
it should, that the apprentice in the building 
industry is free from call-up worries during 
the period of his apprenticeship. But the 
play’s the thing. Who cares if, for the sake 
of the story, one of our major industries is 
traduced? 

CHALLENGE TO BBC 

* Next month the BBC has the opportunity 
to make amende honorable, and | invite it to 
send a team of its writers and commentators 
to the presentation of the LMBA Medals 
for 1955 by the American Ambassador. It 
will then discover that the apprentices in the 
building industry, the crafismen of the 
future, ate quite responsible members of the 
community, with a real interest in their work 
and a proper pride in their crafts. Then. 
perhaps, we shall have an end of this non- 
sense about the inefficiency and slackness 
which are alleged to be so rife in the build- 
ing industry. 
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“ The building industry, today at the peak 
of its powers, might well adopt the legend 


Look 
These 
schools, 
by an in- 


on the tomb of Christopher Wren. 
around you. Judge by the results. 
buildings houses, _ factories, 
churches—they were not built 
dustry which is incompetent.” 


Clubroom at Building Exhibition 

Tue LMBA is again to be represented at 
the Building Exhibition, which opens at 
Olympia on November 16. As on previous 
occasions it is organising a clubroom as a 
meeting-place for members of the National 
Federation from the regions and their friends 
visiting the exhibition. 

The clubroom is in the Grand Hall, on 
the right of the Addison-road entrance 
coming in, and drinks and light refreshments 
will be available. 

An interesting exhibit in the clubroom this 
year will be the 1472 contract for the build- 
ing of a house in Bristol, which recently 
came to light. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 
Government's Attitude Clarified 


MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 
z Housing and Local Government, told 
the conference of the Association of Muni- 
cipal Corporations at Harrogate on Septem- 
ber 22, that while it would not be appro- 
priate for him to announce fhe Govern- 
ment’s future policy on housing subsidies 
on this occasion, he thought it was right. 
at a conference of this importance, that he 
should give them some indication of the 
Government's general attitude towards this 
problem. 

“The suggestion has been made in some 
quarters,” he said, “that there should be 
an all round increase in housing subsidies. 
to take account of the rise in the rates of 
interest on loans. I think most of you would 
agree that that would be wholly unsound 
and unrealistic. The Government are 
certainly not thinking of increasing the bur- 
den of subsidies. The problem which is 
engaging our attention is how to reduce it. 

* Before doing a lot of arithmetic about 
increased costs of building and borrowing. 
it is just as well to remind ourselves what 
the housing subsidy is for. The purpose of 
the subsidy is to help those with insufficient 
income to bridge the gap between the full 
economic rent and the amount they can 
reasonably afford to pay: so that no one 
shall, by reason of poverty. be prevented 
from having a decent, healthy home. 

~The justification for subsidies is need. 
Ihe further we drift away from the basis of 
need, the more unsound, unjust and 
anomalous our housing finance — will 
become.” 

As everyone knew, large numbers of 
council house tenants were having their 
rents subsidised to a greater extent than their 
financial circumstances required. The sub- 
sidy on their rent was paid by the general 
body of ratepayers and taxpayers, many of 
whom were less well-off and might not enjoy 
the benefits of subsidised council houses. 
[hat naturally caused resentment. 

The remedy rested largely in the hands 
of the local authorities. They could do 
much to restore equity in housing finance 
by making up their minds to charge rents 
more in line with the current level of wages 
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and the present-day value of money, Har. A 
ship could be avoided by the adoption gf 
differential rent schemes, which ensured that 
the subsidy, instead of being handed Out 
indiscriminately, was fairly allocated to < TH 
each according to his need. Quite a number $I 
of local authorities of different politica] Par. the san 
ties had successfully introduced — sy} disgrac 
schemes. He hoped others would folloy parks, 
their lead. ; called | 
GRASPING THE NETTLE tins at 
~The Government recognise that they = 
also have some share of responsibility fo cll 
the existing position,” the Minister cop. SMITH 
tinued. ‘There is no doubt that the pre. to the 
sent unreal basis of housing finance has, over Natio! 
the years, been sustained and encouraged by which 
the high level of the subsidy. This nettle 28) at 
has got to be grasped. The Government do ~ Dis 
not intend to shirk the issue. | from 
* While we are convinced that the hous. | Air B 
ing subsidy as a whole must be reduced, | the s¢ 
we are determined to do nothing which | ties a 
might impair the impetus of the all-import- | had 
ant drive on slum clearance and on housing | satisf: 
the overspill population from the congested achie 
cities. J have invited representatives of the was | 
local authority associations to discuss this an in 
problem with me on October 3. Mean: | the c 
while I feel sure I can rely on the local | the j 
authorities to approach this delicate question tions 
with their usual sense of responsibility.” He 
MoW NATIONAL oa 
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL Act. 
National Federation Nominations .. 
FOLLOWING the retirement of Mr. Walter pre 
Forsdike, CBE, from the chairmanship of forn 
the National Joint Council for the Building S} 
Industry and from the Minister of Works’ auth 
National Consultative Council, the execu- Ern 
tive committee of the National Federation } succ 
of Building Trades Employers, at its meeting | way 


in London on September 20, decided that do 


the name of Mr. Stephen Hudson, the new leth 
chairman of the National Joint Council, S 
should be submitted to the Minister to take fuel 
Mr. Forsdike’s place on the National Con- its 
sultative Council. fuel 

At the same meeting the executive also | hel 
decided that Mr. Norman Longley. CBE. “a 


and Mr. George Grosvenor should represent inf 
the National Federation at the ILO Building. ray 
Civil Engineering and Public Works Com- 
; Geneva In 





Mittee meeting to be held in 
February next. 
eA dinner in honour of Mr Forsdike will be YI 
held at ‘the "Dorchester Hotel on October 5 ut 
cus 
OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION chi 
ose ° ‘ ‘ Mi 
Silica’ Bricks: Application for Re- , 
imposition of Import Duty Co 
Tue Board of Trade have given notice that m«¢ 
they are considering an application for the ho 
reimposition of import duty on silica retrac- we 
tory bricks (which have been exempted from he 
duty since 1948). oI 
Any representations — which interested pl 
parties may wish to make in regard to this 1Sé 
application should be addressed, in writing, | is 
to the Board of Trade, Tariff Division. Horse $0 
Guards-avenue, Whitehall, London. SWI. su 
not later than October 15 next. ' io 
dL 
BOOK RECEIVED : Cc 
MopERN FURNITURE AND Fittincs, 2nd. | Me 
Ed. by John Hooper and Rodney Hooper 7 P 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.). Price 50s. | 
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“MVHE way we pollute the air with 
smoke and fumes is largely due to 
the same habits of mind that cause us so 
disgracefully to litter our streets and 
parks, and the places that once could be 
called beauty spots, with masses of paper, 
tins and bottles. The British seem to be 
supreme at fouling their own nest with 
every means that is available to them.” 
This was the view stated by Sir ERNEsS1 
SmitH, CBE, in his presidential address 
to the 22nd annual conference of the 
National Smoke Abatement Society 
which opened last Wednesday (September 
28) at Bournemouth. 
Discussing the new situation arising 





from the Beaver Report and the Clean 
Air Bill, Sir Ernest said that it presented 
the society with its greatest responsibili- 
ties and opportunities so far. The society 


had every reason to look back with 
satisfaction—and even pride—at its 
achievements, and the Beaver Report 


was largely an elaboration of the views of 

an informed body of opinion throughout 

the country that had been developed over 
the years by the meetings and publica- 
tions of the society. 

He outlined some of the society’s 
future tasks, which he suggested should 
include observing the working of the new 
Act, further publicity and education, 
the “gingering-up” of inactive local 
authorities and Government departments, 
and continuing to act as a centre of in- 
formation freely available to all. 

Speaking particularly to the local 
authority representatives present, Sir 
Ernest Smith stressed the fact that the 
success of the new law depended on the 
way they used it, and he asked them to 
do all they could to bring their more 
lethargic neighbours into line. 

Sir Ernest concluded by referring to the 
fuel crisis, and the higher cost of coal and 
its derivatives, “If the higher price of 
fuel,” he said, “does in fact result in its 
being used more economically, thus 
materially reducing its consumption, then 
in the long run dearer fuel may prove to 
be a blessing in disguise.” 

CENTRAL HEATING 

The most modern ways of heating 
homes by centralised methods were dis- 
cussed at the first session, under the 
chairmanship of Dame Vera Laughton 
Mathews, past-president of the society. 
_DamMe Vera said that the National 
Council of Women was marking its dia- 
mond jubilee this year by building a 
house to be occupied successively by 
women who had given outstanding ser- 
vice to the country. A questionnaire on 
the planning of the house had been com- 
pleted by branches and affiliated organ- 
isations and it was notable that, for 
warming the house, central heating by 
solid smokeless fuel obtained the greatest 
support. 

ALDERMAN RusseLt. CVO, JP, 
scribed how the Westminster City 
Council’s district heating scheme, by 
Which groups of flats at Pimlico were 
heated by waste heat from Battersea 
Power Station, provided heat and hot 


de- 
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AIR POLLUTION AND THE BRITISH PUBLIC 
‘ Fouling Their Own Nest” 


water at a very high standard for the 
residents of the Council’s own flats and 
also for some privately owned groups of 
flats in the area. In practice, living room 
temperatures were on the average near to 
70 degrees F., especially in the evenings. 
It was remarkable that although the heat- 
ing was shut down from 11.30 p.m., until 
6 a.m., the temperature drop was only 
about two to three degrees F. The weekly 
charge to the tenants ranged from 
4s. 10d.. for a_ bed-sitting room, to 
14s. 2d., for a five-room flat. On present 
estimates, this charge would enable the 
completed undertaking to be financially 
self-supporting. 

Alderman Russell pointed out that a 
possible disadvantage was that tenants 
Were required to pay the same weekly 
charge all the year round, irrespective of 
their use of the service or their ability or 
willingness to buy the comfort provided. 
But experience had shown that, once 
having experienced the luxury of the ser- 
vice, tenants appeared to be quite content. 

Mr. BRYAN DONKIN described how two 
back-pressure generators were used to 
supply the heat for these Pimlico flats 
during the winter, as well as helping to 
meet the electricity load at that time. He 
particularly emphasised the fact that 
all the excess heat was stored in a 
heat accumulator (a tall tank enclosed in 
glass to improve its appearance), which 


balanced the differences between heat 
supply and demand. 
“ OFF PEAK” TARIFFS 


Mr. J. W. Mouce, of the South of 
Scotland Electricity Board, described the 
latest method of electrical heating by 
means of cables embedded in the floor, 
which were easy to install and to replace 
in the unlikely event of failure. He 
pointed out that an outstanding feature 
of the system was that the use of electri- 
city could be confined to the electricity 
“off peak” periods, which generally 
permitted the application of an advan- 
tageous “ off peak” tariff. During the 
night-time and for a few hours in the 
middle of the day the floors were heated 
up to the required value and the immense 
amount of heat stored in the floor was 
sufficient to maintain the required stan- 
dard of warmth throughout the period 
the supply was not available. 

The new method of central heating, 
using small pipes of }in. diameter, was 
explained by Dr. S. A. Burke, of the 
British Coal Utilisation Research Asso- 
ciation. Dr. Burke pointed out that 
accelerator pumps had been used before 
for that purpose, but they had not been 
sufficiently powerful to permit the use 
of really small pipes and were in addi- 
tion noisy in a house at night. However, 
technologists had recently been able to 
develop pumps to meet these difficulties. 

Finally, Dr. W. Davipson, of Radia- 
tion, Ltd., described the system of whole- 
house warming by ducted air. In that 
system a central unit using oil, gas or 
solid fuel heated the whole of a house 
by means of warm air carried in insulated 
ducts and discharged near the floors of 
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the various rooms ‘through registers in 
the skirting. That system prevented the 
feeling of stuffiness sometimes associated 
with centralised systems, through the 
circulation of air which it provided. 


DOMESTIC SMOKE 


The platform for the society’s discus- 
sion on September 29 was composed 
entirely of members of the former Beaver 
Committee. Dr. R. Lessing was in the 
chair. 

Miss A. D. Boypb, the only woman 
member of the committee and housing 
manager for Rotherham, read the first 
paper, giving eight practical points about 
the prevention of domestic smoke. These 


were: a good coke supply; suitable 
appliances; good-looking, tough and 
easily - operated appliances; proper 


installation of appliances; their correct 
use; means of easy ignition; sufficient 
fuel storage space; and stove recesses to 
obviate appliances becoming landlords’ 
fixtures. 

Speaking on the industrial aspects of 
the Beaver Report and the Clean Air Bill, 
Mr. NONHEBEL Said that three committees 
had been set up by the British Standards 
Institution on the recommendation of the 
Beaver Committee. The first of these 
committees had been formed to stan- 
dardise smoke density alarms and 
recorders, and had made good progress 
in the preparation of a specification for 
an inexpensive instrument which would 
give a visual or audible alarm when the 
smoke was above a predetermined level 
of density. Coupled with this instrument 
there could be a clock which recorded 
the total time each day or shift during 
which the smoke was above the set limit. 

It was hoped by Mr. Nonhebel that 
Parliament would insert in the Bill a pro- 
vision allowing a defendant in proceed- 
ings to produce in his defence records of 
the density and duration of discharge. 

The second of the British Standards 
Institution Committees was carrying out 
the recommendations of the Beavei 
Report that codes of practice should be 
prepared indicating the extent to which 
smoke could be reduced by good practice 
and the means of securing such reduc- 
tions. The committee was already at 
work making measurements with auto- 
matic smoke recorders of the frequency, 
duration and density of dark smoke 
during the operations of soot-blowing 
and attention to fires. 

The third BSI committee was con- 
cerned with the development of a stan- 
dard method of measuring grit emission. 
Mr. Nonhebel thought that it must be 
realised by those concerned with the 
administration of that part of any Clean 
Air Act that the measurement of dust 
concentration was difficult and might not 
be particularly accurate, but that an 
error of 25 or even 50 per cent. would be 
quite immaterial with the present state of 
knowledge. 

In concluding his address, Mr. Non- 
hebel pointed out that it showed that 
industry had immediately accepted those 
recommendations of the Beaver Com- 
mittee on which it could help at once, by 
helping in the preparation of BSI specifi- 
cations which would help in the future 
control of pollution. 
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THE * OVERSEER” RANGE of mobile site offices offered by the contractors’ tools depart- 
ment of George Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd., has been designed as site offices, dormitories, 


canteens or kitchen units, and three possible layouts are shown above. 
with respective lengths of 12 or 16 ft., both having a width of 7 ft. 6 ins. 


Two sizes are available 
The coach-built body 


has a timber frame covered with shiplap weather-boarding, with tongued and grooved flooring 
and a curved roof. The steel-framed casement windows can be positioned as ordered and 


optional extras include fitted furniture, cookers and heaters. 
for inspection throughout next week at the company’s depot in Wood-lane, W12. 


An example is to be available 





TRACTOR DEMONSTRATION 


MIVE units of Caterpillar earthmoving 
machinery imported from America were 
seen in action for the first time in this 
country at a recent demonstration near 
Barnsley. The site was one operated by 
Messrs. Ruddock and Meighan, Ltd., and 
contractors’ representatives were pzesent 
with officials from the Ministries of Works, 
Supply and Board of Trade. The main 
items were two Caterpillar D9 tractozs, both 
machines showing the variety of transmis- 
sions available. The D9 with direct drive 
transmission was shown in conjunction with 
the Caterpillar No. 90 scraper, having a 
capacity of 27 cu. yds., while the other D9 
(with torque converter transmission) de- 
monstrated its prowess as a pusher, loading 
the tractor-drawn scraper units as well as 
two of the latest series of Caterpillar DW21 
rubber-tyred units. On a nearby site, the 
United Kingdom Caterpillar Dealers demon- 
strated the Caterpillar DW21 in conjunction 
with the Athey 31-ton rear dump wagon. 
SEAMLESS FLOAT 
The ABM seamless float, marketed by 
Associated Builders’ Merchants, 40 Upper 
Thames-street, EC4, is made of biown poly- 
thene, and is designed to overcome the 
difficulties such as leakage normally asso- 
ciated with joined floats. Being polythene, 
it is acid resisting and there is no electrolytic 
action. It is fitted with a fully-threaded non- 
ferrous boss, and is claimed to be practically 
undamageable. The float is produced in one 
size only, comparable in performance to the 
sin. spherical copper ball float but with a 


smaller diameter. Its production process is 
unde-stood to ensure that there is no 
possibility of a leak developing during use. 


BUILT-UP FELT ROOFING 

Details of their built-up felt roofing 
systems have been. published by Permanite, 
Ltd., 455, Old Ford-road, E3, in the form 
of an illustrated leaflet. Six specimen speci- 
fications are given of different types, as well 
as a useful table showing the weights per 
sq. yd. Copies can be obtained upon appli- 
cation to the-company. 


GERMAN TOWER CRANES 


It has been announced that C. H. Johnson 
(Machinery), Ltd., of Adswood, Stockport, 


te. 


$ 
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Cheshire, have been appointed as sole sell- 
ing agents in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland for “Peiner” tower cranes, The 
new arrangement is expected to simplify the 
delivery of these self-erecting German cranes 
which are claimed to give simultaneous lyf. 
ing, slewing, hoisting and travelling unde, 
load. They are available in various models 
all of which are gravel ballasted and hay 
pneumatic tyres. Bogie  undercarrig 

make the negotiation of curves possibh 
down to a radius equal to the rail gauge. 


TRADE NEWS 
INTERESTING RC WORK 


The British Reinforced Concrete Engineer. 
ing Co., Ltd., are at present engaged op 
three interesting contracts, each with its 
particular problems. In the case of § 
Mary’s Church, Creggan, Londonderry, the 
design (by Messrs. Corr and McCormick) js 
for a church to accommodate 1,500 in cop. 
temporary style, having a reinforced concrete 
portal frame structure divided by a perman- 
ent joint into two units, the nave block and 
the Sanctuary and transept block. Here 
the company are the designing engineers and 
suppliers of the reinforcement. They have 
provided the same services for a large store 
building for Littlewoods in Liverpool (Sir 
Alfred Shennan and Partness, architects) in 
which, to keep the surrounding streets open 
for traffic during construction, the greater 
part of the 30 ft. deep basement retaining 
walls were cast in short alternate panels 5 ft, 
to 6 ft. long, leaving the alternate sections 
unexcavated until the first series had 
matured. The consequent problems of dis- 
tribution reinforcement were met by pro- 
viding the distribution bars in short lengths 
and lap-welding them. 

The third contract, on which work has just 
started, is for the provision of a substantial 
extension to the existing Hayden sewage 
disposal works, Cheltenham. This exten- 
sion is to deal with a flow of 12m. gallons 
a day. Here the company are consultants 
for the reinforced concrete design, working 
with the Borough and Water Engineer, Mr. 
G. Gould Marsland, MBE, MICE. 


CHANGE OF NAME 


On October 1 the name of The India 
Rubber, Gutta Percha and Telegraph Works 
Co., Ltd., will be changed to Silvertown 
Rubber Company, Ltd., and from that date 
all the company’s operations and _ business 
will be carried on under the new name. 


. 


THIS 13 cu. yd. “ Traxcay- 
ator,’ embodying several new 
refinements in design, has been 
added to the Caterpillar range 
of tractor-shovels. Known as 
the No. 955 Traxcavator, the 
tractor and shovel are de- 
signed and built integrally, 
to form one unit. The oil- 
type flywheel clutch, which is 
fitted to some current types of 
crawler tractors, has also been 
adopted for this new Trax- 
cavator. Another feature is 
a tilt-back control fitting which 
enables the operator to tilt the 
hucket through 40 degrees. 


september 
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THIS NEW ADDITION to the range of 
portable convectors marketed by British 
National Electrics, Ltd., the domestic appli- 
ance section of Johnson and Phillips, Ltd., 
Columbia House, Aldwych, WC2, has been 
introduced to meet the demand for a lower- 
priced unit. The venturi tube principle is 
used to give fast, even heating controlled by 
an adjustable thermostat fitted in the air 
inlet. The elements are totally enclosed, and 
the unit has a 14 kW loading, being suitable 
for AC supply only. Model P15, as it is 
known, is available in a grey hammer finish 
as illustrated or in fine black crackle. The 
air inlets and outlets are protected with fine 
aluminium mesh anodised in flame gold. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

Chance Brothers, Ltd., announce that their 
London offices are now at 29/30, St. James’s- 
street, London, SWI. Tel.: Whitehall 6002. 

The Manchester office of the United Steel 
Companies, Ltd., has moved to larger 
premises at National Building, St. Mary’s 
Parsonage, Manchester, 3 (Tel.: Black- 
friars 3526). Mr. H. A. Wilkinson is man- 
ager of the Manchester office. 


BORING AT SEA 

The latest issue of the “Crossley 
Chronicles,” a periodical review published 
by Cross ey Brothers, Ltd., Manchester, 11, 
contains an article on “ The Search for Coal 
Under the Sea.”’ This describes the attempts 
by the National Coal Board to obtain infor- 
mation about the reserves of coal which lie 
off the coasts of Great Britain by drilling 
through the sea-bed. The first attempt, in 
the Firth of Forth, involves boring from 
a specially designed tower which is floated 
out and lowered onto the sea bottom. The 
first borehole is at a point about one-and-a- 
quarter miles from the shore and will go 
down to about 3,000 ft., the power being 
provided by three Crossley scavenge pump 
diesel engines. The actual boring process 
\s the same as that adopted on land, except 
that a seal has to be provided against water. 
Copies of the “Crossley Chronicles,” No. 
186, can be obtained from the company. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
Following are brief details of company results: 
VICKERS. LTD.—Interim dividend of 24 per cent. 
actual, less tax. on the ordinary stock of the com- 
pany, in resnect ef the year 1955, will be paid on 
October 19 next. 
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TIMBER RESEARCH 
CENTRE 


TDA to Open New Laboratory 


JPURING the next three years timber 

research will be greatly expanded and 
as the first step in this direction the Timber 
Development Association will shoztly trans- 
fer its present scientific and technical activi- 
ties from London headquarters to more ade- 
quate industrial premises at Tylers Green, 
near High Wycombe. This decision is the 
outcome of an announcement earlier this 
year that the Department of Scientific and 
Indust-ial Research is willing to make an 
annual grant to the Association towards the 
cost of research calculated to raise the stan- 
dard of wood usage in this country. 

The TDA _ research programme will 
supplement the fundamental studies carvied 
out at the Forest Products Research Labora- 
tory (DSIR), at Princes Risborough. In- 
vestigations will be concerned less with wood 
as a material than with its uses in selected 
fields of industry, with special regard to de- 
sign, production and processing. Basic 
knowledge built up at Princes Risborough 
will be utilised to the full in applied resea-ch 
and pilot developments aimed at assisting 
designers. builders, industry and wood con- 
sumers generally. 

In building, structural engineering and in- 
deed in many fields where timber has an 
important part to play, industrial practice 
still lags behind expevimental achievement. 
Work now planned for the Tylers Green 
centre should go a long way towards bridg- 
ing the gap between laboratory and work- 
shop. 

The need for technical development is 
nowhere more apparent than in timber con- 
struction. Improved grading, advances in 
glue technology and timber laminating as 
well as the systematic re-estimation of 
timber’s qualities from an engineering stand- 
point have extended the horizon in every 
branch of construction and have placed 
timber on an equal footing with the most 
modern materials. Timber need no longer 
be used in rule-of-thumb fashion, its appli- 
cations cizcumscribed by outmoded concepts 
of design and fabrication. In glued lamin- 
ated form it serves as a medium for con- 
temporary design as flexibly as steel and 
concrete. 

“GLUELAM” ECONOMICS 

Research into glued lamination will 
occupy a leading position on the new labora- 
tory’s schedule of projects. Special emphasis 
will be placed on the economic aspects of 
““gluelam” production. Standardisation 
and mass production of components, already 
a veality in the United States and Canada, 
are only now being considered in Britain, 
but it is hoped that as a result of studies 
undertaken at Tylers Green the way will be 
opened for parallel developments over here, 
and that eventually the designer will have at 
his disposal a full range of gluelam com- 
ponents in standard lengths, sizes and 
strengths, which can be incozporated in 
structures with the same ease and guarantee 
of service as fabricated steel sections. Early 
attention will therefore be given to the de- 
sign and testing of components at Tylers 
Green and, in collaboration with timber 
firms, laminating techniques will be closely 
studied with a view to simplifying and 
cheapening factory methods. 
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The new laboratory accommodatiom 
secured by TDA affords excellent facilities 
for this and other pressing research projects. 
It includes a large test-shed, laboratories and 
a workshop to be equipped with standard 
woodworking machinery and tools for 
making experimental apparatus. Prominent 
among the main installations will be a 
mechanical test-bed, which can be set up to 
subject timber girders and trusses of up to 
100 ft. in length to the most rigorous loading 
stresses. Land adjacent to the laboratory 
premises will be used as an open proving 
ground for structures, fencing and timbers 
used for the exterior cladding of houses. 

A-rangemenis for moving the Associa- 
tion’s main technical departments to Tylers 
Green are already in hand and it is ex- 
pected that the laboratory will have settled 
down to its immediate programme well 
before the winter. The Association’s tech- 
nical advisory service will continue to be 
conducted from headquartezs at 21 College- 
hill, London, EC4. 


COVENTRY HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 


Minister Refuses to Approve Five-year 
Plan 


(THE Minister of Housing, Mr. Duncan 

Sandys, has rejected a suggestion by 
the Coventry City Council that he should 
approve in principle a five-year programme 
of municipal house building for the city. 
The suggestion, he says, ignores the need 
for flexibility in disposing of the country’s 
resources in the most advantageous way. In 
making the suggestion the Council had con- 
tended that approval of a five-year pro- 
gramme would permit municipal house 
building to be properly planned and con- 
tinuity of progress maintained. 

A letter notifying the Minister’s decision 
stated that he appreciated that local authori- 
ties might be able to plan their municipal 
house-building programmes more smoothly 
if they were assured well in advance at what 
levels their programmes should run. The 
Government could not, however, commit 
itself to a fixed number of houses for each 
authority for several years ahead. The 
requirements of each district did not remain 
static. The rapid expansion or contraction 
of population in an area might require some 
revision of the local authority’s programme 
which could not be foreseen years in advance. 
Similarly, fluctuations in the supplies of 
materials and competing demands on the re- 
sources available made it difficult to plan on 
a long-term basis, and it would almost 
certainly prove an impossibility to adhere to 
a fixed and rigid programme for each area. 

For these reasons the Minister was not 
prepared to make allocations covering years 
ahead as suggested by Coventry, but the 
Coventry Council’s request for an allocation 
of 2,000 dwellings for 1956 would be con- 
sidered. 

The Council’s housing committee in sub- 
mitting to the policy advisory committee a 
list of schemes proposed for inclusion in 
Coventry’s capital works programme for 
1956-61 has indicated that it hopes that 
about 2,000 dwellings will be completed dur- 
ing each of the five years, representing 
expenditure of approximately £3,000,000 in 
each year. This estimate does not include 
the cost of roads, sewers and street lighting. 
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PLASTERING 
CONTRACTORS 


Dinner and Dance at Cambridge 

FTE help and guidance which his organi- 

sation had been given by the NFBTE 
was referred to by Mr. J S. Cook, President 
of the National Federation of Plastering 
Contractors, at Cambridge on September 23. 
The occasion was a dinner and dance, the 
first social event of this kind held by the 
Plasterers’ Federation, and over 150 mem- 
bers and guests were present. 

“We are aware,” said Mr. Cook, “ that 
we are the youngest baby of the NFBTE 
family, and for that reason we are probably 
regarded as the most troublesome. We know, 
however, that with the help of the NFBTE 
we have already been able to achieve a great 
deal for our trade, and we believe that there 
is still much valuable work that we can do.” 

Earlier, Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, after expressing 
his delight that in Mr. Cook the Plasterers’ 
Federation had for its President during the 
current year a member of his own Eastern 
Region, said he believed that the NFPC was 
only just beginning to realise its potent:ali- 
ties in dealing with the various questions 
wwhich affect the plastering trade. Mr. Frost 
continued: “ The supply and quality of your 
materials, the contractual conditions under 
which you carry out your work and, above 
all, the recruitment and training of appren- 
tices to your trade, are all matters which 
require the fullest consideration. Apprentice- 
ship is perhaps the most important of all 
these questions, for the very future of the 
trade depends upon an adequate supply of 
capable men.” 

In a witty speech, Mr. A. R. BALL, of 
Liverpool, senior vice-president of the 
NFPC, proposed the toast of “‘ The Guests,” 
and in reply Mr. W. A. WincaTe, ARIBA, 
City Architect of Cambridge, congratulated 
the plastering trade on their achievements 
in the post-war building programme, par- 
ticularly in the field of housing. 


FIVE-DAY WORKING WEEK 
Lambeth Adopt Principle for Building 
Trades Employees 


EPRESENTATIONS have been received 

by Lambeth MBC, through the work- 
people’s side of the Lambeth Council Joint 
Consultative Committee for the Building 
Trades, that a five-day working week should 
be adopted for the building trades workers 
in the Council’s service. The Establishment 
Committee states in a report that “ having 
consulted the Housing and Public Services 
Committees and having obtained informa- 
tion from the nine local authorities in Lon- 
don who operate such an arrangement. we 
feel that there are no insuperable obstacles 
to its implementation in the case of those 
worke-s. Our attention has been drawn to 
the fact that, should the proposal be 
approved, it will also be necessary to condi- 
tion certain employees who are within the 
purview of the National Joint Council 
(Manual Workers) but who work with 
building trades craftsmen, and certain officers 
who are required to work the same hours 
as the building trades employees, to a similar 
working week. We are also advised that the 
hours of working proposed should differ as 
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between the staff of the Housing Depart- 
ment and those concerned in the Borough 
Engineer’s Department, that it would not be 
practicable to operate a five-day week 
throughout the year and that that period 
should be different in the two departments. 

““With regard to the employees referred 
to, we are of opinion that Saturday morning 
work should be avoided so far as it is pos- 
sible to do so. When it is necessary for any 
of these employees to be required to work 
on Saturday mornings they should, when- 
ever practicable, do so on a rota, the men 
concerned reverting to a 54-day week of 44 
hours duving their turn of rota duty. Men 
brought in on Saturday morning otherwise 
than on rota to deal with emergencies should 
be paid the appropriate overtime rates. 

“In so far as concerns the actual hours of 
working and the peziod during which the 
five-day week should operate each year, we 
feel this is a matter which can satisfactorily 
be resolved by discussion by the Joint Con- 
sultative Committee, and have accordingly 
referred the question to them.” 


STONEMASON’S PRIZE- 
GIVING 


Apprenticeship Awards 


MR. H. SOADY BELL, Master, Worship- 
™ ful Company of Masons, presented 
prizes for 1955 to stonemasonry apprentices 
in the London region on September 27. The 
ceremony was organised by the London 
Association of Master Stonemasons and held 
at 47, Bedford-square. 

The chairman, Mr. C. C. Harvey, 
FRSA, president of the LAMS, told the boys 
that although the number of entrants to 
this year’s examination was lower than last 
year, their enthusiasm was high and the 
results showed that they had given good 
thought to the tests before attempting 
them. He recommended to the apprentices 
the advice of his own foreman when he was 
a boy—* Think twice before cutting once.” 
He added that although Portland stone was 
now facing the competition of alternative 
facings there would nevertheless always be 
a demand for the skilled craftsman, 

In a short address, Mr. SoaDy BELL told 
the boys that he had recently returned from 
Syria where he had seen at Baalbek stones 
that were 21 yds. long, 4 yds. high and 3 yds. 
deep. He said that the ancient peoples of 
Syria must have been tough to move stones 
of those proportions from the quarries. 


Prizewinners were: 

Group 5: 1, R. I. Mackmurdie (Dove Bros., Ltd.): 
2, J. Abbs (South Western Stone Co., Ltd.); 3, E. G. 
Belcher (Albion Stone Works); 4, W. Saunders 
(Wandsworth Stonemasonry Works). 

Group 4: 1, W. Dare (Nine Elms Stonemasonry 
Works); 2, P. W. Wakley (South Western Stone Co., 
Ltd.); 3, L. S. Elliott (Bath and Portland Stone 
Firms, Ltd.); 4, D. G. Kelly (Dove Bros., Ltd.). 

Group 3: 1, M. Cunningham (South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.); 2, R. O’Connor (South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.); 3, A. Swindell (Wandsworth Stonemasonry 
Works). Consolation Prizes: B. A. Bowen (Wands- 
worth Stonemasonry Works); E. Rees (South Western 
Stone Co., Ltd.). 

Group 2: 1, J. Gammon (Wandsworth Stone- 
masonry Works); 2, C. Potter (South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.); 3. M. J. Wright (South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.). Consolation Prizes: F. B. Wright (South 
Western Stone Co., Ltd.); K. J. Santry (Frank 
Mortimer, Ltd.). 

Group 1: 1, D. L. Lurcock (Webber & Corben, 
Ltd.); 2, G. Ingram (Damer Bros., Ltd.); 3, G. 
Saunders (Wandsworth Stonemasonry Works). Con- 
solation Prizes: H. C. Charge (Bath & Portland Stone 
Firms. Ltd.); R. G. Wilcox (South Western Stone 
Co., Ltd.). 

Fixing Test: 1 (tie), W. Mitchell (Nine Elms Stone- 
masonry Works); W. Saunders (Wandsworth Stone- 
ogg e 4 —— P. Wakley (South Western Stone 
>o., Ltd.). 
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OVERSPILL PROBLEMS 


Situation at Birmingham . 


HE advantages of building a new 

a solution of Birmingham's OVverspil| 
problem—under arrangements with existing 
“ reception towns ”—is discussed in an article 
published on September 14 in “The Bi. 
mingham Chamber of Commerce Journal,” 

The article states that new towns m, 
develop slowly at the start, but they grow 
very rapidly later. The authors are Dr 
Michael Beesley, lecturer in applied econo. 
mics at Birmingham University, and p; 
A. H. Halsey, lecturer in sociology at the 
University. 

They call their article “ The Problems of 
Population Growth.” They say: “In Bir. 
mingham the new town idea has not so far 
been officially encouraged, but still is a plan 
which many actively entertain either as 
substitute for, or an addition to, the present 
scheme of dispersal by arrangement with 
smaller outlying reception towns. 

“Apart from the question of the poss- 
bility of obtaining a suitable site, a problem 
which is not insuperable, the arguments 
against a new town seem to be mainly 
administrative and financial. Under the 
powers available to the new town corpora- 
tion, house building there would only 
attract the normal housing subsidies ayail- 
able to local authorities, and the corporation 
would have to raise money through the 
Treasury for all its other capital works. Its 
books must balance and it would be under 
an obligation to repay loans in 60 years, 

“The general effect of overspilling will be 
to reduce the costs arising from congestion 
in Birmingham. Arguing from the principle 
of he-who-benefits-shall-pay, this would 
mean that there would be a case for financial 
aid by Birmingham for a new town. No 
such possibility exists under present legis- 
lation. Experience of exisiting new towns 
shows, however, that Development Corpora- 
tions have been able to plan and execute 
high standards of housing and _ social 
amenity within their financial limits.” 


town as 


May 


Manchester's Overflow 
Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, in fulfilment of his 
promise to survey Manchester's severe 





housing problems, has reviewed them for 
two days by means of tours and discussions. 
The most urgent problem which the city | 
councillors wished to bring to his attention 
was that of “overspilling” some of the | 
population. 
At the conclusion of his tour, on Septem: 
ber 25, Mr. Sandys announced that he had 
invited representatives from the Manchester | 
City Council and the Cheshire County | 
Council to a joint meeting in London with | 
the object of securing agreement upon 2 | 
“fair, effective, and comprehensive plan to 
relieve the congestion of population in | 


’ 


Manchester.” The date of the meeting will 


be announced shortly. 


HOUSING REPAIRS ACT FILM 


Building Industry Distributors (Bristol and 
District Area) ave to show a film produced 
by Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., entitled 
“There’s a Job to be Done” at the Grand | 
Hotel, Bristol, on October 3 at 7.30 p.m. 
The film deals with many important aspects 
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954. 
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TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
WORKSHOP, HULL 


Architect 
F. GIBBERD, CBE, FRIBA, MTPI 


Consulting Engineers 
sCcOIT & WILSON, KIRKPATRICK & 
PARTNERS 
Quantity Surveyors 
JOHN WATSON AND CARTER 


General Contractors 
WILLIAM MOSS & SONS, LTD. 


A NEW technical college has been 
- designed for the Education Depart- 
ment of the Corporation of Kingston 
upon Hull; and the first stage, a workshop 
block, is now nearing completion. The 
new building straddles one end of the site 
of the Old Queen’s Dock which was filled 
in to form Queen’s Garden. This, and 
the other docks in the centre of the City 
were originally constructed in what was 
the moat of the old City, and the road 
called North Walls on one side of this 
site marks the position of the original 
city wall. 

The workshop block, a single-storey 
building with a shell roof, is 312 ft. long 
by 192 ft. wide, and is planned on a 
24 ft. by 24 ft. grid. It is divided into 
four blocks by 12-ft. corridors running 
the width of the building. The frame con- 
sists of a series of north-light bays of re- 
inforced precast concrete members, post- 
tensioned after erection by the Lee- 
McCall system. The shell roof is also 
made up of precast units and each north- 
light and roof unit together span the 
24 ft. of the grid. The corridors have 
flat roofs, consisting of reinforced precast 
concrete slabs, which rest on tubular 
rollers to allow for expansion and con- 
traction movements of the building. An 
entrance wing and temporary main corri- 
dor at present take the place of the 
entrance hall, which will later form part 
of the ground floor of the nine-storey 
main block. 
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(An aerial view of the site. The stressing bed (over 200 ft. long) is situated to the 


a | 


The foundations are piled because of 
the poorness of the subsoil above the 
boulder clay level, especially the filling 
within the dock area. Large foundation 
beams span the dock walls throughout 
and provide a standard grid of supports 
for the suspended ground floor, thus 
assisting considerably in the standardi- 
sation of its design and construction, 

Owing to the curve of the dock walls 
across the site of the building and the 
nearness of the lock gate and its abut- 
ments, there were difficulties in siting 
these foundations. They had to be inde- 
pendent of the wall because the latter’s 
foundations are above the level of the 
boulder clay which forms the bearing 
stratum for the block. 


DUCTS AS MAIN BEAMS 


The reinforced concrete suspended 
ground floor contains a system of main 
and subsidiary ducts throughout its area, 
for main services and for as many sub- 
sidiary services as could be concealed in 
this fashion. Both main and subsidiary 


left of the site. 


ducts are so arranged that they form the 
main beams of the floor construction. 
They also incorporate fixed-end sockets 
for the superstructure columns. 

Part of the building has a lowered floor 
to permit the introduction of machinery 
bases isolated against the transmission of 
vibration. These are for the heat engines 
laboratory. The hydraulics laboratory 
floor incorporates a flume for expert 
mental work, 

Early and close consultation between 
the architects, consulting engineers and 
contractors is important in projects in- 
volving precast work, where sequence of 
erection has a marked effect on design 
considerations. In this case, detailed dis- 
cussions solved many of the erection 
problems before work started, and 
enabled the contractor to progress almost 
from the beginning at a rate of eight bays 
of superstructure per cycle of two weeks. 

Full-scale stressing and loading tests 
were carried out on the precast frames 
and shell roof units at the beginning of 
the superstructure work. 





The main frames are built up with precast units to form eight- 
bay continuous portal frames, together with precast gutter units. 


After the precast, pretensioned roof units have been clamped to the 
frames, in situ concrete filling is poured betweca them 








The stressing bed has a 5-ton jacking head 
with a total compressive force of about 
450 tons. 


The main frames are built up with the 
precast units to form eight-bay continuous 
portal frames. There are only two basic 
units: (i) a combined column and north- 
light strut; and (ii) the curved rib. The 
units, which are cast with holes formed 
by “ Uni-Tubes,” are placed in position by 
means of Scotch derricks. High-tensile 
““Macalloy ” bars are inserted, the joints 
are concreted, the bars stressed and finally 
grouted. 

The gutter units are precast on the site, 
pretensioned sufficiently to withstand 
handling stresses, and finally post-ten- 
sioned when in position. These gutter 
units, when connected to the main frames, 
make a series of portal frames laterally. 

Each unit of the shell roof is 24 in. 
thick, measures some 16 ft. by 24 ft. 
spanning in the 24-ft. direction, and 
weighs about 7 tons. These units are 
all precast and pretensioned. In view of 
their size they are being cast on site, in 
Datches of eight, on a prestressing bed 
set up in a bay of the previously con- 
structed ground floor. Eight gutter units 
are cast simultaneously with eight roof 
units. 

The roof units are fixed by laying them 
on the frames, clamping them down, and 
placing a filling’ of in situ concrete be- 
tween adjacent units over the frame ribs. 


STRESSING BED 


The prestressing bed is over 200 ft. 
long, and the 5-ton jacking head is some 
20 ft. wide. It can be operated uniformly 
aver its full width, and the total com- 
pressive force is about 450 tons. To avoid 
bending moments being induced in the 
floor, rocker bearings are provided to 
transmit the load axially. A rolled steel 
joist has been cast in the floor to act as 
a spreader and well anchored down in 
order to provide frictioned resistance to 
any vertical movement of the plated 
channel uprights. 

The forces exerted by the prestressing 
wires (set approximately 15 in. above the 
floor slab) are counter-balanced by 
“Macalloy ” tie-bars which are buried in 
drain pipes in the ground, 5 ft. below the 
floor slab. 

The wires are stressed in pairs by a 
travelling jack which has a compensating’ 
device in the gripping head: the load is 
simultaneously taken up on the “ Mac- 
alloy”’ bars with a Lee-McCall jack, in 
order to ensure that the plated channel 
uprights remain vertical. 

In order to de-tension, the loads on the 
““Macalloy” tie-bars are gradually re- 
leased and the entire head arrangement 
allowed to pivot about the rocker bear- 
ings until all the load is let off. To mini- 
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mise the risk of damage to the threaded 
end of the “ Macalloy” tie-bars, knife- 
edge bearings have been provided behind 
the nuts. 

The timber moulds for the elements rest 
on steel scaffold tubing bedded in mortar. 
This facilitates levelling up and also 
enables the moulds to slide freely during 
de-tensioning. The ends of the moulds of 
the roof units are steel plates gig-drilled 
for the 193 0.2-diameter high-tensile steel 
wires. The rolled-steel joist formers are 
similarly drilled. They span the full width 
of the bed so as to avoid the vertical re- 
actions of the sloping wires transmitting 
bending moments to the floor slab. 

Two cranes are being employed on the 
scheme, one of them being used to remove 
the units, serving a second crane at work 
on the superstructure. The units are 
lifted in a frame consisting of two shaped 
channels, one at each end of the unit, 
welded tubes connecting the channels and 
a pyramid sling. This frame is fixed to 
bolts cast in the concrete shell and later 
burnt off. 

A high quality concrete was required 
for the project, and this has been obtained 
by careful site control. The concrete mix 
is 1:1:2 with a water/cement ratio of 
0.34. Washed Trent river sand and gravel 
are used, and with rapid-hardening 
cement 5,000 lb./sq. in. concrete can be 
obtained in two days, enabling de-tension- 
ing to take place. It is placed by derrick 
from bottom-dumping skips, and com- 
pacted with the aid of a pneumatically- 
vibrated, travelling tamper, shaped to the 
contour of the roof unit. 

The sub-contractors for the scheme are 
as follows: Piling, Holmpress Piles, Ltd.; 
precast frames, Trent Concrete, Ltd.; pre- 
stressing* bars, McCalls Macalloy, Ltd.; 
prestressing wires, Richard Johnson and 
Nephew, Ltd. 


“HOW TO BUILD” 
MoW Display at Building Exhibition 


THE Ministry of Works exhibit at the 
Building Exhibition, to be held at Olympia, 
London, from November 16 to 30, is en- 
titled “How to Build.” The display 
illustrates various methods of design and 
construction available to architect and 
builder and is, in the interest of better build- 
ing, worth their serious consideration before 
they start any new project. 

A series of separate panels covers particu- 
lar aspects of building construction or the 
installation of services, examples being 
taken from completed structures or work on 
actual sites. Another feature with phcto- 
graphs, drawings, and models of completed 
work proves that imagination applied to 
technical problems of space and shape can 
produce attractive and durable buildings. 

Six new films to be shown on the stand, 
each running about ten minutes, depict up- 
to-date methods of preparing and applying 
cement and concrete, prefabrication, and 
delivery and storage of materials. 


BROMSGROVE MO DERNISA TION 


The housing committee of Bromsgrove 
Rural Council has considered a scheme for 
the modernisation of 214 pre-war houses, 
and specifications are to be prepared for 
making improvements to a number of non- 
parlour type houses. These include the 
installation of hot-water systems, alterations 
to kitchens and larders, bathrooms and 
sewage alterations. 
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SAND AND GRAVEL 
PROGRAMME 


Recommended Workings for East 
Lincolnshire and East Yorkshire 


ALLOCATION of land for sand and 
d gravel working to maintain Output at ; 
reasonable cost in East Lincolnshire and 
East Yorkshire over the next 50 years wi, 
out causing serious damage to agriculture or 
to the landscape is the subject of Parts 14 
and 15 of the Report of the Advisory Cop. 
mittee on Sand and Gravel, published on 
September 22, by HMSO, price 6s. 6d, 

In both gravel regions the committee have 
estimated the average demand for sand ang 
gravel over the next 50 years but they hay. 
recommended that the Ministries of Works 
and Housing and Local Government should 
review these estimates regularly. 

These estimates total 750,000 cubic yard 
a year; 350,000 cubic yards from the Bay 
Lincolnshire workings and 400,000 cubic 
yards from those of East Yorkshire. Theg 
figures are based on the assumption thi 
imports from other regions will be maintained 
at their present level. The acreage needed 
to meet these demands over the next 5 
years is put at a little over 2,700 acres: 
1,320 acres in East Lincolnshire and 1,49) 
acres in East Yorkshire. In the latter region 
because of the scarcity of reserves, how. 
ever, the committee have only been able to 
suggest the allocation of 415 acres. The com- 
mittee have emphasised the desirability of 
ensuring that worked-out sites are made a 
attractive as possible where complete r- 
storation is not possible. 


The committee, which was appointed in 
1946 to make recommendations on future 
policy for controlling the excavation of sand 
and gravel, have now published two general 
reports and 14 regional reports. The re. 
maining reports, which will be published 
shortly, concern Wales and South-West 
England. 


East Lincolnshire includes parts of the 
Counties of Lindsey, Kesteven, Holland, 
Rutland, Leicester and Nottingham. The 
extensive gravel deposits in this region vary 
a great deal in quality and much of the 
higher quality gravel used is imported from 
neighbouring regions. The agricultural 
value of the land is variable and the com- 
mittee have been able to allocate sufficient 
land for 50 years working without serious 
damage to agriculture or local amenities. 


East Yorkshire includes most of the East 
Riding and a large part of the North Riding. 
The committee consider that during the 
latter half of the 50-year period the region 
will become increasingly dependent on 
supplies from further afield. Unless exten- 
sive new workable areas are found in the 


gravel deposits as a result of prospecting, | 


the Hull Service Area (markets including 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Beverley, 
and Driffield) will be devoid of locally pro- 
duced gravel deposits in less than 20 years. 
The committee have suggested that the long: 
term solution to meet this deficit may & 
found in the importation of gravel at Hull 


by water transport from land pits near the : 


river in the Trent valley region. 
The working of sand and gravel on the 


415 acres of land allocated by the committee | 


should not cause serious interference with 
agricultural or local amenities. 


Hornsea, | 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Floorboard Sealing Problem 


Q.—I wish to reduce the loss of heat in my 
house but I am not sure if my proposal for 
the ground floor is sound and should appreci- 
ate your advice. 

The ground floor has an underneath cavity 
varying from two to four feet. It is venti- 
lated by the normal air brick. The floor- 
poards are not grooved or tongued, which 
results in excessive and wasteful ventilation. 
The foundation ground is covered with con- 
crete and is dry. 

| propose to tack strips of kraft paper 
directly on the underneath of the floorboards 
between the joists, thus leaving the joists free 
to the air. This should effectively seal the 
joins in the boards. Controlled traps near 
the fireplaces will allow draught for fires. The 
covering of the floorboards in all rooms is 
carpet except for the kitchen, which will have 
tiles laid. 

Will the covering of paper on the under- 
neath seriously affect the necessary continual 
air seasoning of the floorboards and cause 
trouble? WwW. 5. F. 


A.—Since the inquirer states that the con- 
dition under the ground floor is dry, then 
there appears to be no reason why the floor- 
boards should be affected through lack of 
ventilation when the underside has been 
treated in the manner suggested. It may 
interest him to know that a common practice 
is to lay over the joists a quilting of one 
of the many insulating materials available 
before laying down the floorboards, thus 
creating just the condition proposed. 


What I am doubtful about is whether, in 
fact, the inquirer will greatly reduce the 
amount of air entering the rooms, since it is 
stated the rooms concerned are carpeted. If 
they are close fitted and suitably felted 
beneath, that in itself would provide the 
necessary seal and make the underside seal- 
ing quite unnecessary. H. ©. By. 


Smoky Fireplace Problem 


Q.—I would be glad of your advice on 
the following problem. I have had a tiled 
surround fitted to the fireplace in a front 
room. But the fire, which has a_ boiler 
behind in the usual manner, smokes. 

Could you answer the 
(a) Is the opening on 
surround too high? The 
this states it should be 
Should the opening in the chimney be 
81 sq. in. with the damper closed? (c) 
When opening the damper and closing the 
chimney (except for the two small holes in 
the damper) the fire smokes. (d) If the 
hole was enlarged to 81 sq. in. would the 
boiler still draw with the damper open? 
(The chimney has been swept lately.) 

R. N. 

A.—On investigation of a large number 
of smoky chimney troubles, seldom, if ever, 
has it been found that the appliance was at 
fault, but that the installation has been 
carried out without due consideration being 
given to the type of appliance being installed. 
It must be assumed that until the present 


appliance was installed, the trouble was not 
€xperienced, 


I would suggest that the main source of 


following points: 
the front of the 
builder who fitted 
20 in. high. (b) 
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the trouble is that the opening above the 
surround is too large, thus allowing for 
large pockets of cold air to accumulate and 
forming a barrier against the rising smoke 
from the fuel. There are now on the market 
purpose-made throat units which can be 
incorporated into the flue during the fixing 
of the appliance which provide for the 
necessary reduction, just above the surround 
of the throat of the flue. By incorporating 
this unit into the flue the air is drawn 
through the flue at a much faster rate than 
would normally be the case and with it the 
smoke and products of combustion generally 
that are given off from the fuel. 

In the case of a back boiler being incor- 
porated into the appliance, there are in effect 
two flues below the lentol or surround level. 
When the damper is closed, that is when the 
boiler is not required to be heated, the pro- 
ducts of combustion are carried up the chim- 
ney in front of the boiler without any 
obstruction. When the damper is open, all 
the smoke, etc., and, of course, the maximum 
heat of the fire is drawn under the boiler 
up the back of the appliance and subse- 
quently joins the flue again at lintol level, 
and none should pass up in front of the 
unit. H. O. D. 


Reduction of Noise 


Q.—We are being pressed by the local 
council to reduce the amount of noise 
emanating from our saw-mills, the most 
offending machine being a 20-in. over-and- 
under planer and thicknesser. 

The mill section is about 60 ft. long by 
15 ft. wide by 8 ft. to eaves by 11 ft. to 
ridge and forms part of a range of buildings. 
The construction of this section is one side 
wall of 9-in. brickwork, the other side of 
galvanised corrugated iron, the floor of con- 
crete and roof of 3-in. boards and felt. One 
end is brickwork and the other leads to a 
finished part store of about the same width 
and height. 

We have been considering ways and 
means to reduce the noise, amongst them 
being: (a) Rendering of the brick wall on 


the outside with cement and sand. (b) 
Lining of roof with acoustic insulation 
board. (c) Springs or rubber pads in posi- 


tion where the machine is bolted into the 
floor. 


It appears that the problem of noise is 
being taken up in many parts of the country 
by local authorities and neighbours of cer- 
tain types of industrial premises, and we 
would welcome any suggestions for noise 
reduction. 

5. W. 


A.—The main source of the trouble is 
undoubtedly the galvanised corrugated iron 
sheeting, which tends to attract and amplify 
sound waves from the machines. This side 
of the building should accordingly receive 
first consideration, and a fairly inexpensive 
remedy would be to erect on the inside of 
this sheeting a framework of 2 in. by 4 in. 
softwood, which should then be covered 
with an insulating material, e.g.. wood-fibre 
wallboard, acoustic insulation board or ver- 
miculite plaster. The 4-in. cavity thus 
formed should be filled with either sawdust 
or slag wool. The latter, although adding 
considerably to the cost, would be more 
efficient and, at the same time, have the 
advantage of reducing fire risk. Strips of 
felt should be glued to the surface of 
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the framing abutting 


sheeting. 


the corrugated iron 


It is visualised that some part of this side 
of the building may be taken up by sliding 
doors and, should this be the case, some 
slight constructional alteration would be 
necessary to ensure that all the corrugated 
iron sheeting was covered with an insulating 
material. 


The suggestion that the roof should be 
lined with acoustic insulation boarding is 
good, and its adoption would assist in achiev- 
ing the,desired result. It is doubtful, how- 
ever, whether rendering the brickwork exter- 
nally with sand and cement would prove 
worth while; a more effective result would be 
obtained by lining the inside of the brick- 
work with wood-fibre wallboard, or vermi- 
culite plaster. Additionally, noise from the 
saw-mill could be absorbed by storing timber 
as close to the machine shop as possible, 
thus creating a barrier between the mill and 
the neighbouring houses. 


The machines themselves should be 
bedded down on felt to prevent any part of 
the machine being in direct contact with 
the concrete floor. Further, a certain amount 
of noise might be prevented by ensuring that 
the cutters of the planing machines are kept 
sharp and well balanced, and that regrinding 
of the cutters takes place regularly before a 
heel, caused by frequent tracking and 
resharpening with an oilstone, is allowed to 
become too great. A cutter with a wide 
heel tends to pound rather than cut the 
timber. 

cc: F-€: 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES 
Revised List Issued 


HE list of recommended domestic solid 

fuel appliances which was published 

on September 19 is the first to be prepared 

jointly by the Coal Utilisation Council and 
the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation. 


It represents a new step by the CUC in 
its campaign for the more efficient use of 
coal and other solid fuels in the home, and 
by the SSFF in its work of promoting the 
wider and more efficient use of solid smoke- 
less fuels. 


Among the appliances on the list are new 
types of fires and stoves which will burn 
a wide variety of solid fuels, including bitu- 
minous coal and the smokeless fuels, much 
more efficiently than the obsolete and old- 
fashioned kinds. The list, which is prepared 
in consultation with the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, is circulated to all local authori- 
ties by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government and the Department of Health 
for Scotland with the recommendation that 
only appliances chosen from it should be 
installed in new houses. 

There has been a large increase in the 
number of recommended appliances in the 
last few years. Whereas the CUC List No. 
1 included 151 appliances in 18 categories, 
the new List No. 11 includes nearly 600 
appliances in 25 categories. But this increase 
in number does not imply any lowering in 
the recommended standards of performance. 
On the contrary, it reflects the progress that 
has been made by the appliance manufac- 
turing industry between 1949 and 1955 in the 
production of modern and efficient equip- 
ment. 
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Breconshire, County of...3A2 ner veetece a Leighton Buzzard. JAI gy planaliearaaeanetiaeey A Wisbech «.........++- < Bes: 
— = sesnevescoenacevest af ae acon eoenes A | St.Helens......... cee Witham ...... : “al De 
Bridlinat , dehy Eastbourne eee ae St. Neots ........ A? Woking District) wv) Blu: 
aa a am -" Glan @NGwe VAL Lichfield M.B. ave Salisbury City A2 Wokingham .. ey Mial 
rierfield ... A East Grinstead District A2 Lincoln ‘C.B.. ..... way Salisbury Plain as: Wolverhampton eB A 1G 
Brighouse ... A fewend Gilets} U1.” Littlehampton j Sawbridgeworth... x Woodbridge Ad § Uxb 
— - Ebbw Vale & District........ * Liverpool .......... i Saxmundham .A2 Worcester C.B. _ i Spec 
conga dea me Edenbridg Llandudno .. Scarborough A Workington oT |e 2$ in 
Broadstairs ..... sa? Ely. ridge o Planatiy eo lie Worksop M.B. AY “ 
Bromaprove _ 0. A ales | London.......  Ssieines A be ao . I Zin, 
roughton, Flint “ Exeter | Lone Eaton «...ssec05 Sevenoaks cond Wrexham (incl. Cefn) “al a a 
— pesenereey “—- Fak | Loughbo — M.B.. A Sheerness .A2 Wroughton _.........+ “ F 34 if 
Bungay sore aversssee A2 akenham LGnth MGS ser40sce.ss- Al Sheffield Ry Wylam stones “> I " 
urnham-on-Crouch ......A2_ | Falmouth * | Lowestoft .. “ee «gee co | PRNORRRED «nn osonnsiets - T (L 
Burnley  o.sseeseesseeeeeseereees A Fareham .......sscccsesseceeeess MEOKODD sussouas once cesekecascte A2 SHOCDOLYNEES | ..60i2...s0vseoees A re 25 i 
For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Lab 3 ' a 
nabourers, 4 64d. {Plus iA. por wah dae, kite tee ee ES specpns ap oll portion: sgh ee the 12-mile radius is: —Craftsmen, 4s. 1d,; i i 
OTE.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establish > » ‘ as {i , fenee ES , . i t si 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work’ ad. ee gg ments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive , Hi 


Women’s Rates,—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for 3 
Se eee ges tor women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 1}d. per hour. Women engaged on work other tha 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 584, 
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URRE T PRICES OF MATERIALS. 


™ information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 


or at site in London Area as stated. 


Prices for smaller quantities 


ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to. include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand ae 

Washed Sand ... 

} in. Shingle 

} in. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze - 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate vs 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
| to 6 tons, site 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site : < 
1 to 6 tons do. site. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
tonon ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. - ton. 

White Portland Cement 

Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards : 

Super Cement (W aterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(I-ton loads and upw: ards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up. 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London 

Moler Mortar Powder for 
sites) . , 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 5 

Second Hard Stocks .. 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons : x pe 


32s. 6d. per 


Flue Bricks (London 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced 


Bes: Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) . 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 
Blu> Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... 
Miuhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) 


2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ; ens : oxi 
3 in. do. (L ondon stations) 


31 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) * 

23 in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red 
(London sites) 

2} in. eee -made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites 

ji 1? -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites 

2j in. Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Multi-Colour t Facings 
(London sites) - 


Facings 


Average of prices for 
Holborn and 


per yd. 


per ton 


per ton 


per cwt. 


per ton 


allele alent ot 


w 


HAwmn nw 


s. d. 
5 6 
2 Il 
6 1 
moe 
0 0 
10 3 
09 
1 6 
13 6 
22 0 
4 0 
+ @ 
2 0 
Ss 7 
14 0 
8 3 
8 9 
10 0 
17 0 
16 0 
1 6 
16 6 


13 0 
13 O 
5 6 
19 6 
14 0 
8 0 
6 6 
14 0 
6 3 
12 0 
0 0 
8 6 
13 6 
6 0 
1 @ 








£4. ¢, 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) aed ie .. per1,000 17 5 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour ne 
Berkshire district (London sites) a 7 3°46 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London ‘sites) . 4 41 10 O 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) sis aa pen Pe 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) Ps 14 18 O 
Glazed Bricks (London s sites), White, I Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers , a = 644 0 0 
Headers : A a 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4} in. Flats” pe 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ed pie ud 85 0 0 
Double Headers ay 77 10 O 
One side and two ends es 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ee 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints a me 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLow CLAy PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
"2 140 yds. ... per yd. sup. 4 4 
| a 140 yds. : ‘“e 4 7 
*3 in. (3 cavity) 120 yds. : os > 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) 110 yds. - $ 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. re = 6 9 
6 in. (83 in. 1,250 blocks . per 1,000 26 6 O 


x Sf in.) 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
oe CONCRETE 


2M. ss eae a 100 y 

24 in. 85 bao 

3 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. 4 
CRANHAM 

2 in. aa aaa 

24 in. 

3 _ 


ant in. Load bearing quality 
MOLER PARTITION ‘Buocxs 


... per yd. sup. 


Uw B&O 


— OO 
cSxAnrhow 


2 in. , 150 yds. zs 15 6 
yi eee 120 yds. oe 15 9 
Se: <- 100 yds. 16 0 
4m. ... 90 yds. : aes 19 0 
THERMALITE PARTITION BLOCKS 
23 in. 20 yds. a 6 il 
THERMALITE LOADBEARING INSULATING BLocks 
3 in. 100 yds. a 8 3% 
4 in. 75 yds. = 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. Pe | 
6 in. = yds. a 16 13 
8 in. 37% yds. a 1 6 
9 in. 33 yds. - _ } 4°33 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... ee a oe She ... per 1,000 33 6 O 
4 in. do. a 35 14 0 
5 in. do. * 42 10 0 
6 in. do. a 4717 0 
7 in. do. pe 58 8 0 
8 in. do. 68 9 0 
10’ x 3” x “Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per | ,000 muitiples 56 15 0 
12” x3” x 3” do. do. ‘ 64 10 O 
10” x 4” x}? do. do. 71 00 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or 


Over 100 pieces 
Under 2 tons 
+] 


Over 2 tons 
Best Quality “ae — 


Depot 

Under 100 pieces 

U pre 2 2 tons 
30° 


° 


174% 
BSS Best do. —_ +10°% +1173% 10°, +130% 
Tested Quality = +37$ 4+ 1173 % +374 %+ 130% 
BSS Tested do. a +474%+1178% +474%1+130% 
Delivered ex Manufacturers’ Ww orks 

Best Quality <i 852% oe +1159 

BSS Best do. + 10% P35% 410% . 105% +10% 1is% 
Tested Quality... + 3748, +85% +374%+105% +374%+4+115% 
BSS Tested do.... +474%+85%  +474%+105% +474 °74115% 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) METAL 
= eid. : 
3 in. Land Drain Pipes (in 12 l aa : Delivered Londen area. fs, 
7 ipe on in. a oe per 1,000 z , : 1} in. Fe egg eg Pattern 4 in. deal 
a t. Oin. x 6 ft ve aoe wale so0 (CAR 
2ft.3in. x 6ft.6in... . ait ee ins Hyd 
DAMP COURSE 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... i 114 9 34 in. 
2 at, Soin: X ORt.6n. «.. Sas ee 1 16 4in. 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal” . aio. 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... eo aa 4 2% om. 
delivered London area “is . per yd. sup. >. 4 2 ..9in. X 6 ft: Gin, ... on ae a 7 SA : 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. _ do. ‘s 5 0 2 in. Panel, top panel open. “Pattern 2 x G in deal : Per yd. 
_ ery que pond 9} Ib. gm sup. do. * 11 4 2 ft.-6\in, < 6ft. 6.in, «.. ae aes at 219 2 in. 
in. in. British damp course slates ... aay i 8 6 in. 
14 ins x9 im ae ee ee me : . 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... a 2 4316 = 
9 in. x9 in. do. | eae ee uf 18 2 6 34 in. 
18 in.x4}in. do. Me ty a ce SUNDRIES +n. 
4 in. oa in. > do: ss es pst a 141 9 Send: Bead 
in. x 44 in. oO. os “3; iS ea clivered London area. ; 
4 ° a 9 7 6 1 in. Wood Wool —, 2. 01 in. X 2 ft. O in. in aia 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . .-» per yd. 5 “4 
STONE ; HA in. = it = to : ton)... sie . q ; 3 
Bath Stone— In. 0. yds. to 1 ton) ... a 8 ll} 4 ‘ogg 
Monks Park ee oe ae . per ft. cube 8 0 ag > ae a ves : ca. b. a : ; ‘Abov 
gag sane Box Ground er ee ee ” 9 0 Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per } in. of thickness. i only. 
BE - Athan yong s at South Lambet 3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5, 000 20. ft. and ton 
er sq. ft. 2 ‘2 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 8 9 zi in. Hardboard do. S are sé 2 a “J ps | ¢ 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ss ss is in. do. do. ‘ — nee ‘5 3 26 
Portland Stone— ye. in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ee eo. per yd. sup. 3 § 4in. 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 2 in tee aes ” oT 6 in. 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Roofing Felt, I-ply ... eee on a os ” 1 6 
Southern Region : o 8 3} do. Q-ply ne nee nee nee ee ” 19 All I 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin iia Quality. Best Scotch Glue in ~ ye ae ee .-. per$cwt. 5 0 0 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Croid Gl Va! bis cx my 4 ; 5 0 Pipes 6 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, ees and aig ee Fas fae ne oe : :2 Shoes 
led cills Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Tots) .. eon +.» per ton 62 10 0 Single | 
stooled ci ie - perft.cube 3 10 8 d 4 d 1-ton lots) . 59 00 8 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. agar 210 6 eee te oe ee oe 3 8 Bends 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 3 - 119 0 ye _ ae in. a po aed t. lots) ta a 3 0 ; Swan D 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping Pat 21AZ 0 i SO OF Ereee. te ia ae = do. 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. wee 5 2 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... 2 2 0 METALS 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... - per ft. sup. t 6 STEEL Joists, Etc. Gutter 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Basis Joists— : Drop ¢ 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork .. perft.cubel 5 9 6in. X Sin., 8in. X Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10in. X 6in. Stop E 
bree sork do. fair one edge for fair faced icine ae 12 in. x 6 in. plain: cut to > lengths delivered London — 
: te te oo oo + area ose ae ee . per ton 41 00 ozzie 
Hard York— Extra for sizes Union 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 3in. X 1din. = 4in. X If} in. = 310 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 3 in. x 3 in. ia ae a 210 0 
and front -- perft.cube2 8 0 4in. X 3in., 10in. xX 44 in. - 110 0 Gutter 
12 in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. x 2,20 Sin. X 2$in., Sin. X 3 in. » 115 0 Drop 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes _... perft.sup. 8 6 4} in. x 1} in. “ eae 6th ieee ee gs 350 Stop e 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes_ per yd. sup.2 19 3 Sin. x 44 in. Tin. X 3$in. I3in. X Sin. ...perton 15 0 Angles 
FF x rhe * in. X Hg oe ‘i Pe ee : : ; Nozzle 
in. X in. in. X 4 in. nS a Ne gs Union 
TILES AND PANTILES 9 in. X i be in. X _— ae 100 
12 in. xX 5 in. in. X 7 in. ne 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 F : : : 
Machine-made Pantiles and French wa. — from a = < tia oo im . = at = - 8 in i 
Lincolnshire district we 29-8 0 | Sin X Sin. = 15 in. X Gin. ‘16 in. X 6 in, oo f fen 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district _... a ae 50 9 0 16 in. x 8 in. 18 in, x Gin. 18 in. X 7 in. ¥s p Mild: 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ... 58 13 6 18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64in. 20in. x us in. Mild | 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ove ove 14 1 6 Steel angles average price ‘ 4215 0 
Machine-made 104 x 6} Staffordshire district at 13 18 9 Steel i average price f we ~~ . oes 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. peer “ctees 110 0 Fabricated work delivered “onde ve ae SE te 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do... 0 0.1. 18 0 RCS, Joists cut and ited 5710 9 | Soft 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 a ar ne aS S 426 Compound girders . 35 aie we - @ss 20 | 
do Interlocking (49S)... » £269 | 2a = = = =>: ae 24 | 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Compound ee schigts isa : pie er << . ae 26 | 
In Roof le ag poe ss wes seo gy 560 O10 = 
Average prices not for awkward wor 4 
SLATES Angle cleats and # in., ? in. and a in. bolts Te asi 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage London area ae -percwt. 415 0 | Galvs 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per eiitaie siaiaaiiaa Bans 20. 
1,000 actual Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex | London 24, 
24 x 12 ss a — oes ss sae ne 12417 4 Stock £ in. diam., and upwards an 42 8 6 26 
ze x 12 ene eee eee eee eee eee eco 103 13 8 iin. diam my ag : per ton extra 470 
RI ea Sa Sh 93 13 6 Sis, ox ee, eS * te ee 10 
POR cs kes: Swe a «OP “WER cae 88 9 0 zin, do. rr ee ee ee ee am ey 
20 x 10 = ae as mae sve _ aes 82 7 9 din do < ae a bos ee aN 1120 | 
BaD? set, wees ® ees | pees ee | ats «| 59 12 9 ‘ ; i | Base 
og, ak a 5214 6 MILD Steet Tuses Sheet 
16 x 10 - rn ie aie sa aes ree 499 1 3 Tubes to Poon and Lig List prices ant esti discounts: Sheet 
16x 8 eee BB) 3°48 Galvanised Tube— ittings alleable Fittings 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Clas A+ 74% pe 
Class B + 188% im 3 the Malleable List—32}% + 40% wit 
Class C + A cavy . Coile 
TIMBER Black— ; wi 
Softwood— aa - ae igh 193% Malleabl Corr 
Joinery quality ...  .. Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £135 Class B— 24% i : = 7 ne alleable List—32}% Pre 
Carcassing quality . a £98 to £102 Class C + 114% eavy 49 Corr 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring = a £108 O 0 C.I, HALF-ROUND GUTTERS Pre 
Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ba 
Mahogany—African S.E. sos «0D; per ft. cube 1 10 0 Stop Ex ~ 
do. Honduras do. ies do. : 3 5 0 Gutters Nozzles Ends ws 
Oak European do. ses: edo: ss 2° 50 3 in. sist fees fees azo” Pesce Soper 3i2 (Mt — 
do. Japanese do. i es ko 210 0 34 in. Cr ee ae eS 3/5 ‘Mt — 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. A 17 6 4 in. Sie Ww Sees Wise eeee | eee RA 3/10 1/4 T eh 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. Hi 315 0 < i oa 4/4 1/7 e Tobi 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. a 1 3-0 5 in. a eis os as ace | G/1 4/8 1/a uw 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
£ C.1.0.G. Gutters . 4 
8. d, Stop eS area. 
112 9 ia — serewa nl Per 07. sin. fin. lin. 1fin. 1gin, 2im 
ree pe ee me “head for iron os 87/~ 128/8 
16 4} in. a a ie ¥ = 6/1 4/11 1/11 oa bib cocks for iron. wide . 109/- 158/5 , 
é ja = 6/8 3/8 2/2 pr gr stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 188/— 363/- sa saute 
q eco . eee O° t / | is 
2 a : . CL RAIN- WATER PIPES aus he Game cima” — 13 8 36/5 V6 “13/6 rm 93/6 
‘ in 6-ft. sai s Tipe —_ — sd ras valves... 77/— 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
19 in. me ; / umbers’ union brass lead to 
236 2} in. : 7/7 4/4 7/5 iron Pee re ... 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
3 in. . 8/6 5/5 8/1 Ijin. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
34 in ° 9/8 6/4 9/8 Caps and screws aia .. 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5. 118/10 155/3 
4in ; 11/2} 7/9 11/6 Brass sleeves... a is 31/11 3y 11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
LCC. Caen SoiL Pipes “44 x 6 1b, 14 x 6lb.2 x 71b. 3 x 7b. 
rin 8/7: 6/8 8/1 Lead P. trap with brass nema - 
24 S/O 7/4 10/1 screws 66 82/ 131 224/ 
a3 a. 12° Lead S. ‘ /_ 8) _ /_ 8/- 
14 3 in 10/2 8/1 11/11 ea trap do. aes Dee 79/- 98/- 161/- 288/- 
33 in 11/44 10/1 13/11 
0 fo 12/11 11/3 16/5 Solder , d. 
ll Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Plumbers’... “t eee oe ote ... per Ib. 3 9 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% Tinmen’s_... ve oo os . os » 5 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cem. Blow pipe... tee wee + + see ” a4 
; ‘ L.C.C. CoaTep DRAIN Pipes C + P 
) n 9-fts. OPPER TUBES AND SHEETS 
3 2 6 cwt. qr. > per yd. Bends Branches Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 43§d. per Ib. plus gauge 
3 § 4in. wee nee - 1 1 27/4 19/3 34/- and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
47 6 in. dink ~7eem |) feces Oe SO ‘ 40/9 51/- 81/9 Extra : 
1 6 ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS d d. 
: : All less 174 per cent. discount. sin. X 19 gauge... wee 12} Total per Ib. 56% 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4in. jin. x 19 ,, ae ee ‘ * 543 
? : Pipes 6-ft. wage ... per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 1 in. x 18 2 9% a » 534 
10 0 Shoes ... ... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 Hem, < 18. ,, aes a 9 es ee 52% 
0 0 Single Branches — Res < 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 iim. x 12 ,, ae a 9 ma os 523 
09 seme aces oh obtuse pe a 2/11 3/9 5/4 a Wax. wes 10§ a a 544 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ss /11 3/9 4/3 5/11 Rolled 
, 03 | ’ olled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ acé 
do. 6in. do. 9 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 plus gauge and manufacturing extras... ... perton 433 0 0 
Assestos O.G. — AND FITTINGS 
in. 43 in. 5 in. 6 in. ZINC 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...peryd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/7k Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 811 6 
— - ~~ a ae 3/4 3/10 4/7 do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ; " 899 
Aneles ea oe ait 3/5, aii 4/10 7 she ctaeaanlaiitian - " ial 
00 ozzles . fee hee * 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 Brass TUBES 
“ Union Clips... : . 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
0 ASBESTOS HaLr- ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ing extras . : per Ib. 2 103 
10 0 3 in. 4in. 4h in. Sin. 6in. 
10 0 Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/08 3/7 5/- 
. ; Drop ends wo. ~—sosee, CCH «Sf 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
topends ... page tag 9 /10 11 1/- 1/2 
5 0 Antes a | | LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
ozzles en a 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
50 Union Clips = 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 3). a — ee one-ton delivery to one address in London 
0 0 Per ton basis s. d. 
: in London pes Sheet, a. 3% lb. substance and eden per ton 143 5 0 
i £ eg ¢& Lead Water Pipe in coils o ps 144 10 O 
10 0 ' Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant humors ee ae 43 12 6 Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 2in. to4in. dia. ... pis 146 0 O 
Mild Steel Bars or aes Pe 39 16 6 do. over 4 in. dia. a saa os 148 0 0 
Mild Steel Hoops ne aa ae rep “ae 41 3 6 Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe aaa oe 146 0 0 
15 0 Ex Merchant’s Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton” 
15 0 Stock per ton 5 cwt. and under | ton an : .-. per cwt. 2 0 
Two-ton lots 3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ae «a4 <a oe ms 4 0 
10 9 | Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s. d. lcwt. do.  3cwt.  .. eo 6 0 
50 20 gauge 7 be ga Se Bs Se 3 6 Smaller quantities than | cwt. ‘priced specially. 
10 0 24 gauge... AA ne tes a a eat 54 18 6 Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
10 0 26 gauge ; ee ae 57 18 6 weights and cutting to sizes less hong oe charged 
Galvani os Cor ted sh = extra according to current trade schedule. 
50 Same rrugated ed sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft. ~ . . ee Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
24 gauge we _ es ee ae me naa 63 16 6 ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
15 26 gauge De om tie 69 1 0 
= 7 Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge... ; a od aaa 61 6 O 
24 gauge... sca ieee oe oe — ave 64 16 O PLASTER, etc. 
8 6 26 gauge... <a ake er Ges te ays 70 1 O 
70 Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on - per ton 711 9 
70 | do. White do. do. a 719 6 
5° § | ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS a = — eS Be Be 
j oO. ine oO. o eee = 0 
' (Base prices) £s. d. Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads "P a ag a 614 6 
sente: Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) per Ib. 2 7h Hydrated Lime do. pass aa ae ze 517 6 
Soe Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 5 2 43 Lump Lime do. - wae a » 2 a 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... se 2 6} White Keen's or Parian Cement in I-ton loads... aa 10 17 O 
40% = strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads wad io 10 11 9 
s ) ie eet ai 2 4 Granite Chips in 6-ton loads re aa ‘ ph yy jae 
Coiled strip for flashing 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (12in. Hair... percwt. 417 6 
wide) an 29 Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. } in. thick 600 
Corrugated sheet BS" 1470 NS - _ Utility ‘Circular yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 2 3% 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SW per sheet 1 8 6 1,200 yds... * 2 2% 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Wtility Industrial Do. Insulating do. Fy in. thick 600 asl and over 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG o= Lm s in one delivery. Delivered site ... * 2 114 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 1,200 yds. ... - 2 103 
p Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG an 178s Gypsum "Plaser Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
s Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per Ib. a3 12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
11 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC | in. diam. round — si 2 2 delivery. Delivered site Sea aa ‘ ‘i 2 6% 
rl Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle : .-. 1,200 yds. . » 2 53 
4 Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round __,, 27 Do. Insulating do. in. thick 600 aa and over 
] : dubing BS 1471 TIC 14 in. O/D x 20 SWG ia 3 11g in one delivery. sccnenianes site ... pa 3 2% 
a) ’ ubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG Be a 2 1,200 yds. «a a vi 27 
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Per ft. Super 
ea Gee area one out 7] 7 . 4 in. Figured eng and Senet, , Standard paren: & d, 
——— Distemper - 565-40 ‘jn: aaa ky 9 
oss Paint... er gal. 210 0 x 4 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . + per a. 3 11 0 1 do, Special Tints ... 2 I 
* AI: St ig A soils $ in. oes Hammerstripe, Ri Reeded, | Reediyte and 
umina : 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 O } in. Wired Cast ons : 1 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lotsin 1 1 gal tins per gal. 2 2 40 } in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 ; 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg percwt. 7 2.0 Hollow Glace Blo ks- aa t 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg Be 241 0. | P.B.2 . 5h x 32] Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9.9 | PB 3. 4 oa Ree. in. 29 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 140 | PB32 1 7} “ 33 in. 42 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Go; ... < 14 6 4 t g in. 42 
SiN DRIES. | wry Corner Blocks to match ” with -- 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums — oe net 5 6} | P. oT F ss +05 aN 5 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. = 4 8} |« 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ” 6 10 P.B.32 : Ke 6 9 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... s 2 0 } in. Polished Plate Gl: lass, GG. Qui vlity— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. sneaal per lb. 1 «6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 377 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 0 ” > os P = sup. 4 § 
” ” ” Sup. 5% 
VARNISHES, etc. » oo» » 100 ft. sup. . 5 6 
Nidal tie one tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates nesting 100 ft 
ae ‘ , sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Ook ap a gga sips =. : : : ae exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one way or 135 in. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside s 200 Ne Nea : 8 4 
ot exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto ll 
iemnee Sager Vermien Go. ... i 2 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 ; 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... % 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Front Door Varnish ve i 200 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Japan Gold Size . 742 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
Black Japan ose °° 114 0 The followin 1] 
‘ i g prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and 9 
ee ” ' a pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
b ibe sis : i 80 aN. Minimum Per ft, sy 
co (1 gal, bottles free)... eee eos = 2. 2 10 Description of Glass quantity s. d, , 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ie fi 118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q. . 3,000 4} 
PEO: ys as 2,000 6 
26 oz. 2,000 4 
GLASS 32 ” ” 
Oz 2,000 10. 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Plate de --. 1,000 4 
$ 
: ; : k s. d. + in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 5} Patterns, White we 1,000 h 
240z. ,, ” ” ” ” ”» 1g 4 in: Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
4 A ” a *” » » 10 and Spotlyte... 1,000 10. 
oz. 5 » » * i oe | # in. and } in. Rolled Plate ‘or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
re in. Rolled Plate , 9 tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 ll 
in. and } in. Rough Cast . 1 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 
ts 


BLACKWALL TUNNEL 
DUPLICATION 


LCC Calls Conference 


POPLAR MBC has made strong repre- 

sentations to the London County 
Council about the urgent need for the 
duplication of the Blackwall Tunnel, and has 
suggested that a meeting of local authori- 
ties whose boroughs are near the tunnel, and 
of other interested parties, might be of help 
in pressing for an early commencement of 
the work. The LCC town planning com- 
mittee has welcomed this suggestion as a 
useful means of pooling ideas and collating 
all possible information which might be used 
in securing an improvement which would 
play an important part in the national 
economy by freeing the dockland traffic. The 
conference is to be held at the County Hall 
at 10.30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 18. 

The authorities who have been invited and 
who it is hoped will be able to attend the 
conference are:—the Metropolitan Boroughs 
of Bethnal Green, Deptford, Greenwich, 
Hackney, Lewisham, Poplar, Stepney and 
Woolwich; the City Corporation; the County 
Boroughs of East Ham and West Ham; the 
Borough of Ilford; the Port of London 
Authority; the London Chamber of Com- 
merce and the London Transport Executive. 
It is expected that each authority will 
nominate two or three representatives to 
attend. 

The LCC obtained parliamentary powers 
in 1938 for the duplication of Blackwall 
Tunnel with an underpass at the intersection 
of the northern approach and East India 





Dock Road. The scheme provides for the 
under-water portion of the new tunnel to run 
parallel to and about 800 feet on the down- 
stream side of the existing tunnel. The use 
of the new tunnel would be confined to 
south-bound traffic and that of the existing 
tunnel to north-bound traffic. Pedestrians 
would continue to use the existing tunnel. 
The proposed tunnel would have an ex- 
ternal diameter of 30 ft. under the river, 
with a carriageway 20 ft. wide. There 
would be a descending gradient of about 
1 in 25 on the north side and an ascending 
gradient of about 1 in 30 on the south side. 
The total cost of the scheme, including re- 
housing, was estimated before the war to 
be about £3m. 

The duplication of the Blackwall Tunnel 
is among the projects which the LCC wishes 
to commence in the first five years of the 
road improvement programme included in 
the London Development Plan. The Coun- 
cil has always regarded this particular 
scheme as of the highest priority and has in 
the last two years pressed the Minister of 
Transport and Civil Aviation in both 
correspondence and discussion to allow the 
scheme to proceed. The Minister has stated 
that he is aware of the need for the duplica- 
tion but so far he has only been able to 
contemplate the improvement at_ the 
northern entrance to the tunnel being under- 
taken within the next few years. 


ABT’s NEW ADDRESS 

The Association of 
has moved from No. 
place, London, SWI 
0447-8). 


Building Technicians 
5 to No. 1, Ashley- 
(telephone: Victoria 


WAGES AND WORK 
“ Operatives Must Face Realities” 


Mr. W. A. McDONALD, president of the 
North-West Region of the Federation of 
Master Builders, speaking at the regional 
annual conference at Llandudno on Sep- 
tember 24, declared: “* Wages are important; 
and in the building trade they are most 
important as one of the main factors in 
the cost which the public has to pay. The 
actual wage rates have greatly increased; 
since 1948 alone they have gone up by 47 
per cent. They may even increase still 
further. This factor in itself, however, is 
not so important.” 

The crux of the whole thing, of course, 
was the amount and quality of work per- 
formed for the sums paid, Mr. McDonald 
continued. As employers and managers in 
an industry using a large proportion of the 
nation’s manpower and capital investment, 
they must demand the widest publicity for 
a consideration of these urgent matters. 

Building, both large and small in extent, 
whether new work entirely or—what was of 
equal and Vital importance to-day—repair 
and conversion works of every kind, was 
fundamental to the needs of the people, and 
in times of financial strain it must be carried 
out efficiently and economically by those 
concerned with it. 

“The employers,” he added, “are using 
all their knowledge and experience to keep 
the cost down. We call on all those who 
earn their living by the skill of their trade 
to face the realities and to see that the 
output of work is where it must always 
be—just ahead of immediate reward.” 
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FILMS ABOUT BUILDING 


Further Critical Appraisals 


THE following is a further list, pre- 
pared by the Scientific Film Asso- 
ciation, 164, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, 
in a series of critical appraisals of build- 
ing films. Additional lists will be pub- 
jjshed at intervals. (List No. 4 was 
published in The Builder of July 29.) 


BUILDING FILMS—LIST No. 5. 


The letters (H) or (F) after the title of 
each film signify Hire Charge, or Free 
Loan, “ 16 sd.” indicates 16-mm. sound 
film; “16 st.’ denotes 16-mm._ silent 
film; “ b and w” means black and white. 
Below the titles are given the names of 
the sponsor and producer, 

INSTALLING VITREOUS FIXTURES (F), 18 mins., 
lésd., b&w. USA. Distributor: United States 
Information Service, 5, Grosvenor-sq., London, 
Wi. 

Content: Fixing water closet pan 
yalve in a ship, giving detailed instructions, 

Appraisal: Excellent for this particular pur- 
pose, but otherwise of limited use. 

Suitable for: Adult training, specialists. 

Unsuitable for: Architects and_ builders, 
secondary technical schools, technical colleges, 
scientific film societies, general audiences. 


and 


Cott CANADIAN CEDARWOOD SHINGLES (F), 
30 mins., l6st., b&w (also l6sd., mag. strip). 
(Britain). (W. H. Colt (London), Lid.)  Dis- 
tribuior: W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., 15, Lang- 
ley-rd., Surbiton, Surrey. 

Content: Covering a large roof with Colt 
shingles, showing method of dealing with the 
many features that complicate the fixing of roof 
coverings of this type. The Colt shingling tool, 
a special hammer-axe with a variety of uses, is 
the only tool used other than lines. 

Appraisal: A very good instructional film. 
Although dealing with a special product—Colt 
cedarwood shingles—it embodies the principles 
of slating and tiling and so broadens its scope. 
The significance of the terms “lap” and 
“gauge” are not dealt with adequately. More 
information concerning the shingles themselves 
and the nails would be an improvement. 
The lightness of the product and resulting 
economy in roof timbers are emphasised, but 
fire risk is not mentioned. 


Made for: Architects and builders. 


Suitable for: Specialists, architects and 
builders, adult training, secondary schools, 
technical colleges, scientific film societies, 


general audiences. 

CorROSION IN ACTION (F), 64 mins. (3 reels), 
lést, colour. USA, 1951. (International 
Nickel Co., Inc.) Distributor: Mond Nickel 
Co., Ltd., Thames House, Millbank, SW1. 

Content; Part 1 (20 mins.)—The nature of 

corrosion; types of corrosion _ illustrated. 
Results of research studies of electro-chemical 
action; causes of potential differences set up. 
Part 2 (25 mins.)—Origins and characteristics 
of corrosion currents. Differences in electrical 
potential of different metals. Importance of 
polarisation characteristics. Cathodic protec- 
tion. Part 3 (19 mins.}—Passivity and protec- 
tive films. Factors retarding corrosive action. 
Active-passive cells. Protective thick films. 
. Appraisal: Admirable exposition of the sub- 
ject for audiences with some basic knowledge 
of chemistry. For teaching purposes, each reel 
contains ample material for separate showing. 
Excellent photography and animated diagrams ; 
full commentary. 

Made for: 
grade students. 


Recommended for: Specialists, 
colleges, scientific film societies, 


Suitable for: Adult training, architects and 
builders, secondary technical schools, general 
audiences. 

MaGnet—a Wurte Leap Patnt (F), 16 mins., 
l6st., colour. Britain, 1952. (Associated Lead 
Manufacturers, Ltd.) | Dis:riburors: Sound Ser- 
vices, 269, Kingston-rd., London, SW19. 


Designers, fabricators, higher 


technical 


THE BUILDER 


Content: Manufacture of white lead paint. 
Pugging white lead, oil and varnish; grinding; 
mixing; testing for consistency, capacity and 
colour; filling containers. Weathering of good 
and bad paintwork; desirability of using good 
paint to keep down maintenance costs. 

Appraisal: A well-produced advertising film; 
limited teaching value. 

Made for: Trade, professional and technical 
audiences interested in painting for the pro- 
tection of property. 


Suitable for: Specialists, architects and 
builders, adult training, secondary technical 


schools, technical colleges, general audiences. 
Unsuitable for: Scientific film societies. 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF A Goops SHED FOR 
BritisH RatLways (F), 55 mins., l6st., b&w. 
Britain, 1954. (Charles R. Price.) Distributor: 


Messrs. Charles R. Price, Kinsbury-rd., London, 
NwW9. 

Content: General views of site. Casting roof 
beams and eaves beams on the ground; post- 
tensioning on Magnel system; loading tests. 
Erection of shed, including use of break-down 
cranes for raising eaves and roof beams. Con- 
creting platforms. Views of finished shed. 

Appraisal: Too long for purposes other than 
record. Sections could be used for structural 
engineering students. Erection details interest- 
ing to specialists. 


Made for: Instruction of those concerned 
with building work. 
Suitable for: Specialists, architects and 


builders, technical colleges, adult training. 
Unsuitable fer: Scientific film societies, gene- 


ral audiences, secondary technical schools. 
PREPARING OLD BUILDINGS FOR WIRING (F), 
21 mins., l6sd., b&w. USA. Distributor: 


United States Information Service, 5, Gros- 
venor-sq., London, WI. 

Content: Careful description of planning and 
installing electric wiring in the living room of 
an existing dwelling-house. The building is 
apparently of timber framed construction with 
lath and plaster internal lining. 

Appraisal: Of limited teaching value other 
than for the instruction of adult trainees. 
The emphasis on care to be taken with the 
work and the meticulous instructional technique 
are, however, worthy of the attention of all 
craftsmen and teachers. 

Recommended for: Adult training. 

Suitable for: Specialists. 

Unsuitable for: Architects and_ builders, 
technical colleges, secondary technical schools, 
scientific film societies, general audiences. 

CONCRETING AND DECORATING (F), 22 mins., 
l6sd., colour. Britain, 1955. (J. Freeman, 
Sons and Co., Ltd.) Distributor: J. Freeman, 
Sons and Co., Ltd., Cementone Works, Wands- 
worth, London, SWI8. 

Content: Applications of Cementone pro- 
ducts in the building of a factory. Laying 
concrete floors with good wearing and non- 
dusting surfaces. Cement renderings; use of 
lean mix and textured finish to prevent crazing. 


Waterproofing. Painting with alkali-resistant 
paints. Repair and maintenance of existing 
buildings. 


Appraisal: An advertising film giving useful 
practical hints to plasterers and_ painters. 
Somewhat obtrusive background music. 

Made for: Architects, surveyors, builders. 

Recommended for: Adult training, architects 
and builders, specialists. 

Suitable for: Secondary 
technical colleges. 

Unsuitable for: Scientific film societies, gene- 
ral audiences. 

THe PtumsBer’s Way (F), 
colour, stereoscopic. Britain, 1954. 
Copper Works, Ltd.) Distributors: 
Copper Works, Ltd., Leeds. 

Content: Sequence of operations in the pre- 
paration and making of capillary joints in 
copper tubes. Types of fittings, sections to 
show capillary grooves. Treatment of large- 
size pipes, special fittings. 

Appraisal: Very clear and easily understood 
method of showing solder joints in copper tube 
work. Three-D, because of its special equip- 
ment, will tend to limit the general use of the 
film by teachers. 

Made for: Plumbers, builders, students and 
apprentices. 

Recommended for: Sovecialists, architects and 
builders, secondary technical schools, technical 
colleges. 

Suitable for: 
societies. 

Unsuitable for: General audiences. 


technical schools, 


14 mins., 16sd., 
(Yorkshire 
Yorkshire 


Adult training, scientific film 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


MERSEY SHIPPING NUISANCE 


Wallasey Corporation is to take action to 
ascertain that ships using the River Mersey 
are not exempt from a clause in the Clean 
Air Bill which makes it an offence to emit 
dark smoke in some circumstances. The 
council is to make representations to the 
Association of Municipal Corporations to 
take the matter up. 


BSI BIRMINGHAM SALES OFFICE 


Through the co-operation of the Birming- 
ham Chamber of Commerce. the British 
Standards Institution has now opened a sales 
office in the headquarters of the Chamber 
at 95. New-street, Birmingham 2. In addi- 
tion to the sales counter, it will provide 
facilities for the inspection of British Stan- 
dards by interested persons. 


“ NATIONAL CAMPS” FOR SALE 

The 28 camps owned by the National 
Camps Corporation are to be offered for 
sale. Announcing this on September 25, 
the Ministry of Education expressed the 
hope that the camps would be bought by 
local education authorities, who rent most 
of them. 


FAS LADIES’ NIGHT 

The South Wales and Monmouthshire 
Branch of the Faculty of Architects and Sur- 
veyors held its first Ladies’ Night at the 
Esplanade Hotel, Porthcawl, on September 
14. The event proved an unqualified success 
and attracted a record attendance. The 
chairman, Mr. D. Idris Jones, and the hon. 
secretary, Mr. G. F. Grizelle, welcomed the 
guests. Telegrams were received from the 
president, Mr. N. James Rushton, and the 
general secretary, Mr. H. M. Soar. 


TURBINE WORKS IN N. IRELAND 


The foundation stone of the office block 
of the new turbine works at Larne, Co. 
Antrim, Northern Ireland, for the British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., was laid yester- 
day (September 29) by Viscount Brooke- 
borough, CBE, Prime Minister of Northern 
Ireland, who was introduced by Viscount 
Chandos, DSO, MC, chairman of the com- 
pany. At the luncheon which followed the 
ceremony the principal speakers were Lord 
Chandos, and Lt.-Col. Lord Glentoran. 
Minister of Commerce for Northern Ireland. 
The Larne works—an £8 million project— 
are expected to be completed and in opera- 
tion by 1957, when it is believed they will 
be the largest steam turbine works in Europe. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Marsh Brothers and Co., Ltd., Ponds Steel Works, 
Sheffield. have announced that from October 1 Mr. 
G. Gineon Houston will take up an appoinment as 
representative assisting Messrs. O. W. ano O. B. 
Morrimer in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Mr. 
Houston will also pay regular visits to the North East 
Coast area. 

Mr. R. Cook, late of B. and W. Davies, and 
Timmins and Foulkes, Ltd.. has joined Builders and 
Domestic Suppliers (Midlands). Ltd., builders, 
plumbers, ironmongery and hardware merchants. as 
assistant to managing director, and will take over, in 
addition, the control of the sanitary department. 

Miss Joan DeMaAINE, company secretary. Builders 
and Domestic Suppliers (Midlands). Ltd.. has joined 
the Board of the former’s Associate Company, Mar- 
ket Publications, Ltd., in the position of managing 
director. Mr. James Demaine. FCWA, late chief 
accountant. Guest. Keen and Nettlefolds (Midlands), 
Ltd., screw division, has been elected chairman. Mr. 
S. CiiFForD Gretarrix remains as financial director. 

Dr. W. STEVEN has been appointed superintendent 
of the development and research department labora- 
tory of the Mond Nickel Co., Ltd.. in Birmingham, 
in succession to the late Mr. HowarD Evans. 


J 








S82 


THE BUILDER 





[From Our Own Correspondents] 


CEYLON.—The Ceylon Government has 
now decided to go ahead with the Walawe 
Ganga Scheme. Tenders based on a survey 
conducted in 1954 by a United States firm 
of consultants are likely to be invited by 
the end of the year. The Walawe Ganga 
Scheme is a Rs. 167m. multi-purpose project 
combining irrigation, flood control and 
power generation. A 100-ft. dam to impound 
250,000 acre-ft. of. water is to be constructed 
for irrigating 40,000 acres of land and a 
6,000 kw. electric generating plant is to be 
installed. 

Mr. Gray Marshall, a representative of 
the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, has visited Ceylon to 
survey the progress of Stage IIa of the 
Laxapana hydro-electric scheme. Con- 
sideration is also being given to the develop- 
ment of Stage IIB of the scheme, which 
envisages the construction of a further pipe- 
line to a third 25.000 kw. generator. .. . 
A Bill to establish the Development Finance 
Corporation of Ceylon was tabled in the 
Government recently. The Bill provides for 
the Ceylon Government to give authority 
to the Corporation to borrow up to Rs. 24m. 
from the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development under Government 
guarantee. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.—The Minis- 
try of Public Works of the Dominican 
Republic has undertaken a survey for the 
construction of three new airports at San 
Pedro de Macoris, Villa Julia Molina and 
Baoba de] Pinal. ... A contract has been 
signed by the Government with a group 
of Dominican engineers for a survey at a 
cost of £40,000 of the potentialities of the 
River Nizao. The survey, which will include 
geological, topographical and _ hydraulic 
studies, is to be completed in six months. 


ECUADOR.—In Ecuador it has now been 
decided to go ahead with the construction 
of the country’s third cement plant at 
Guapan. It will be under the management 
of a new company “ Industrias Guapan SA ” 
with a capital of £580,000. All inquiries 
should be made to this company. The com- 
pany will also undertake to develop the 
province of Canar. New industries involving 
the building of factories will be established 
in Azuay and Canar. These will qualify for 
government protection which means, as far 
as suppliers of materials are concerned, that 
certain types of equipment can be imported 
free of Customs duties. 

It has also been announced recently that 
the Albert and Son Mill Machinery division 
of the Bellanca Aircraft Corporation of 
America have decided to build a tyre factory 
in the town of Cuenca at a cost of $1,600,000 
. . . “La Empresa Productos Pesqueros 
Manabi” (The Fish Products Company of 
Manabi) set up at Manta in 1952 with the 
co-operation of the Ministry of Economy, 
the Development Bank of Manabi, the 
Municipality of Manta and the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation, is extending its 
activities. A large salting, drying and 
refrigeration plant is to be erected. Future 
plans include the construction of a store for 
the sale of all types of fishing equipment. 


HOLLAND.—The sea harbour and indus- 
trial ground at Dordrecht in the Netherlands 
is soon to be extended. To the south of the 
sea-harbour some inland harbours will be 
built. This has been brought about chiefly 
at the insistance of the Oil Import Company, 
Broere Bros., who intend to build an oi! 
trans-shipment factory there. This new oil 
harbour will be large enough to take ships 
up to 10,000 tons. It is understood that 
there are also talks going on with other 
firms who are interested in having industrial 
ground near a deep-sea harbour. 


HONDURAS.—The National Develop- 
ment Bank of Honduras is at present study- 
ing a number of construction schemes which 
are also being examined by United Nations 
officials. The most important of these 
schemes consists of a cement factory and a 
plant for the manufacture of pulp and 
paper. The UN have been asked to lend 
technical assistance to enable these projects 
to be thoroughly examined. In addition 
the Honduras Government has_ recently 
engaged the services of a private firm of 
economic consultants, Arthur D. Little, 
Inc., of New York, to act as general advisers 
to the Government on the economic 
development of the country. ... It is 
intended that the planning activities of these 
various organisations and persons should be 
co-ordinated through the Consejo Nacional 
de Economia (National Economic Council). 
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IRAQ.—The Development Board of Ir 
has engaged a housing expert to draft re 
reports, one dealing with immediate Deeds 
and the other with the longer-term Provision 
of low-cost houses. It is known that Several 
British firms are interested in this work for 
which much capital has been made availabl 
It is apparent, from the action taken by the 
Iraq Government, that the resources of local 
contractors will not be sufficient for the 
task, and some form of MAaSS-Construction 
methods will have to be employed, .. 
The Development Board has invited tendey; 
for the construction of the Bagdad-Baqubah 
road; the Twairij drainage scheme; th 
Kerbala-Najaf road; a sugar plant Dear 
Mosul; and the Baqubah railway bridge, 


KENYA.—During the next ten yeay 
Kenya plans to expand her tea industry, 
Included in these plans is the construction 
of six new tea factories. Details will soo, 
be available of the companies behind the 
projects. The Kenya Office in Londo 
should be approached for further details of 
these schemes. 

A grant of £107,000 has been approved 
by the United Kingdom Government from 
Colonial Development and Welfare Funds 
for the establishment of the Royal Technical 
College of East Africa. This is partly due 
to the fact that costs of building have in- 
creased since it was decided to found the 
college. 

Development of Mombasa Port continues, 
Under construction are a causeway 1,100 ft 
across, with a bridge 280 ft. long, two rail 
tracks, a 30-ft. road and a 16-in. pipeline, 


MEXICO.—The Federal Electricity Com- 
mission of Mexico have announced their 
intention of going ahead with their plans 
for the construction of a_ hydro-electric 
power plant using the waters of the Apulco 
River, which runs through the States of 
Puebla and Veracruz. The first stage of 
the full construction should be finished by 
1959 at a cost of £7m.... A five-year 
plan of electric power projects for Lower 
California has also been approved by the 
authorities at a cost of nearly £2m. . . . The 
Planning Commission is also studying a 
project for an iron and steel smelter near 
Manzanillo, State of Colima.... The 
authorities have recently announced that 





mae 








they have to upkeep 33,000 kilometres of | 
excellent roads throughout the country and © 


that this will necessitate the purchase of 
new equipment. 


NIGERIA.—An interesting report pre: 
pared by the Prime Minister of the Eastern 
Region, Dr. Azikiwe, and Mr. L. Ojukwu, 
of the Federal House of Representatives, fol- 
lowing their Economic Mission to the United 
States and Europe, entitled “* The Economic 
Rehabilitation of Eastern Nigeria” was 
recently placed before the Eastern House of 
Assembly. In this report are details of a 
number of schemes which should be of 
interest to British contractors. 


NORWAY.—Plans are almost ready for 
the construction of Northern Europe's 
largest power project, which is to be erected 
at Tokkemark, Norway, at a cost of £40m. 
The Norwegian Waterfalls and Electricity 
Board states that there is water power suf- 
ficient for a hydro-electric project with a 
capacity of up to 700,000 kw. It is expected 
that the Norwegian Parliament will make 
the necessary appropriations for initial de- 
velopment work as soon as a number of 
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projects now under way are 
An Electricity Board spokes- 
man said recently that the International 
pank in Washington is interested in the 
Tokke project, and it is hoped that negotia- 
tions now proceeding with the bank will 
be successfully concluded by the autumn. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. — Work _ is 

expected to start shortly on a building 
roject in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, by 
the British South Africa Company, to pro- 
vide offices for itself and for the Anglo- 
American Corporation. The architect for 
the scheme is Francis Lorne, FRIBA, 
Salisbury. The building, scheduled to cost 
£500,000, will have three floors at the front 
and ten at the back, with total office accom- 
modation of 61,365 sq. ft. The new build- 
ing, to be known as Charter House, will 
be on the site of the old Atheneum Hall, 
on the corner of Jameson-avenue and King’s- 
crescent.... A new three-storey building 
is to be constructed on the site of the 
“Palace” of Bishop William Gaul. 


SYRIA.—The Commercial Secretariat of 
the British Embassy at Damascus has issued 
a report stating that the system of inviting 
quotations from selected firms instead of 
issuing a public call for tenders is one that 
is common in Syria. At the same time, it 
is pointed out that all offers from firms 
interested in the various schemes in Syria are 
sympathetically considered even if they 
arrive uninvited. Firms who are interested 
in tendering for Syrian projects are advised, 
therefore, to use initiative, and to write direct 
inquiring which schemes are due for con- 
struction in the near future. Hereunder are 
the various departments who deal with con- 
struction contracts :—The Secretary General, 
Ministry of Public Works, Damascus—Pub- 
lic works and development schemes; con- 
struction and earth-moving equipment, ete. 
The Secretary General, Ministry of National 
Economy, Damascus—development projects, 
factories, proposals for joint Syro-British 
industrial projects. Director - General, 
Administration of the Ghalo Enterprise, Rue 
Mureiwed, Zikak-El-Sakhr, Damascus — 
public works, drainage, road construction 
and building, hydro-electric plant and earth- 
moving-equipment. 

VENEZUELA.—P:ojects prepared by 
British, United States, German, Italian, 
French and Belgian groups for a_ steel- 
works in Venezuela are being considered by 
the Office of Special Studies. No contract 
has yet been awarded. . . . The Venezuelan 
Development Corporation has invited bids 
on two further power stations, namely La 
Fria, in Tachira State, and Puerto La Cruz, 
in Anzoategui State. Bids are to be received 
at the end of this month and the plants are 
to be completed respectively in 20 and 24 
months from signature of the contract. 


large power 
complete . 


As a result of the Agreement between the 
United States and Venezuela for co-opera- 
tion in the peaceful uses of atomic energy, 
Venezuela is to build a nuclear reactor for 
medical purposes at the Institute of 
Neurology and Brain Studies which is being 
set up near Caracas. A building is also to 
be erected to house the reactor. . . . The 
following supplementary appropriations 
have been made since the 1955/1956 Budget 
came into force on July 1:—£3m. for slum 
clearance in Caracas; £1m. for the Puerto 
Cabello /Barquisimeto railway; and £750,000 
for the Caroni hydro-electric scheme. 
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NIGERIAN TIMBERS 


Nigeria will be represented for the first 
time at the Building Exhibition to be held 
at Olympia from November 16-30. There 
is a wide variety of beautiful and useful 
timbers which come from Nigeria, and the 
exhibition will afford an opportunity to 
users of better class timbers to see something 
of what Nigeria has to offer. It is interest- 
ing to note that the total value of timber 
exports in 1954 amounted to £34m. of which 
over £2m. worth went to the UK. 


BUILDERS’ MATERIALS 


*W. S. Tait and Co. Pty., Ltd., 8, Spring- 
street, Sydney, Australia, wish to contact 
United Kingdom suppliers of the’ following 
goods, which they intend to purchase for 
the South Pacific Islands: Glazed wall tiles; 
unglazed floor tiles; paints of all types; and 
sanitary ware of all kinds. 

Manufacturers interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to W. S. Tait and Co. 
Pty., Ltd. Telephone inquiries to Chancery 
4411, ext. 776, quoting ref.: ESB/6329/55. 
SANITARY FITTINGS 

*The Municipal Council of Nakuru 
(Nakuru is 100 miles north of Nairobi) pro- 
poses to spend about £80,000 a year over 
the next three years on African housing. 

It is the intention of the council to build 
1,000 single-roomed houses which will, it is 
thought, cost about £180,000, but an addi- 
tional £60,000 may be spent on two-roomed 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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double-storeyed prefabricated concrete 
houses (probably pumice block houses are 
meant) similar to those to be built in 
Nairobi. 

The housing project would appear to be 
mainly of interest. to suppliers of sanitary 
fittings (w.c. pans), cisterns and water and 
sewage piping. Interested United Kingdom 
firms should write to the Town Clerk, 
Municipal Council of Nakuru, PO Box 124, 
Nakuru, Kenya. Telephone inquiries to 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting ref. no.: 
ESB/ 19216/55. 


COPENHAGEN EXHIBITION 


British Achievements in Domestic 


Design 
THE President of the Board of Trade, Mr. 
Peter Thorneycroft, and his Permanent 


Secretary, Sir Frank Lee, were expected to 
be present at the opening of the British 
Exhibition in Copenhagen on September 29. 
The Minister of State, Mr. A. R. W. Low, 
is also due to visit the exhibition before it 
closes on October 16. 

In the Forum Building the Board of Trade 
have an inquiry stand staffed by members 
of the commercial department of the British 
Embassy, who are able to give visitors de- 
tailed information about United Kingdom 


manufacturers, agencies, export credit 
guarantees, tariffs, import and export 
licences. 


The stand also seeks to give an impres- 
sion of Britain’s achievement in the field of 
domestic design. A representative selection 
of articles is displayed, illustrating crafts- 
manship in domestic ware from the 18th 
century to the present time and providing 
also a glimpse of things to come. In view 
of the purpose of the display, items in it 
have been chosen on their merits instead of 
confining the selection strictly to items 
already on sale in Scandinavia. 

In order to show how contemporary de- 
sign has been influenced by the best English 
traditional work, the Board of Trade are 
showing 56 modern items all of which are in 
current production. They have been chosen 
by the Council of Industrial Design. 

The past is represented by specimens of 
English porcelain, earthenware, glass, silver- 
ware and printed fabrics made between the 
years 1716 and the end of the 19th century, 
all of which have been lent to the Board of 
Trade by the Victoria and Albert Museum. 

Finally, there is a selection of articles de- 
signed and made by students of the Royal 
College of Art in London, to illustrate the 
work of Britain’s designers of the future. 
Among their exhibits will be a tea plate 
in green enamel and gold, a decanter, a 
candlestick, and an oak-leaf dish. 








MANAGEMENT COURSE 


A series of five evening lecture-discussions 
with the title “ Leadership in the Twentieth 
Century” are to be held on November 17 
and 24, and December 1, 8 and 15, from 
6.30 to 8 p.m., at the Polytechnic, Regent- 
street, W1. The guest speaker is Lt.-Col. 
L. Urwick, OBE, MC, MA. The series is 
intended as a once-a-year “refresher” con- 
tribution to the needs of practising 
managers and executives, and has been 
arranged by the Polytechnic Management 
Association, St. Katherine’s House, 194, 
Albany-street, NW1. 








Housing Subsidies in Scotland 


'HE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment’s statement on housing sub- 
sidies, at Harrogate, on September 22 (see 
p. 568), was made in relation to England 
and Wales. The Department of Health 
point out that it is well known that the 
Scottish housing situation generally is in 
important respects different and more 
serious, especially in relation to overcrowd- 
ing. The Scottish housing subsidies have 
always taken into account special Scottish 
needs and there is no ground for assuming 
that they will not continue to do so. 

The Government have announced that 
they propose to introduce legislation imple- 
menting the recommendations of the Sorn 
Committee, including the abolition of 
owner’s rates. This itself will entail adjust- 
ments of rents and it will require review 
of the Scottish subsidies, in which owner’s 
rates have hitherto been a_ substantial 
element. 

Apart from this, however, there is little 
doubt that in Scotland, as in England and 
Wales, large numbers of tenants are having 
their rents subsidised to a greater extent 
than they require. The remedy rests largely 
with local authorities, who have a statutory 
duty to fix rents and power to give rebates 
where necessary to avoid hardship. 

Having regard to the forthcoming Sorn 
legistation, it is likely that the Secretary of 
State will decide to initiate preliminary dis- 
cussions with Scottish local authorities 
about changes in the Scottish housing sub- 
sidies. In any such discussions, all the 
relevant factors would be taken into account. 


Minister’s Housing Tour 


CONTINUING his Scottish housing tour on 
September 22, Mr. J. NIXoN BRownE, MP, 
Joint Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Scotland, visited housing schemes 
in Inverness County. During a three-hour 
journey he saw housing schemes at Kincraig, 
Aviemore, Boat-of-Garton and Nethy 
Bridge. Mr. Nixon Browne congratulated the 
council on the fact that, despite many diffi- 
culties, they had built over 1,700 houses 
since the war and on the appearance of 
the scheme he had seen. 

On September 23, Mr. Nixon Browne 
visited Fort William. At a meeting with 
the town council he was told that the popu- 
lation of the burgh had almost trebled in 
the last 30 years, and slums had been more 
or less eliminated. Future development was 
hindered by lack of housing sites and water 
supply difficulty. 

Mr. Nixon Browne congratulated the 
council on the good work they had done. 
Of housing he said: “We have much to 
learn from Scandinavian countries about 
how to blend our housing schemes into the 
natural background so as to make an attrac- 
tive picture. By making good use of colour 
and the natural contours, ang by careful 
pre-planning, the architects in these countries 
contrive to produce schemes that are more 
attractive than our own and cheaper to 
build. It is possible to save up to £100 a 


house for a big scheme by good layout, 
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eliminating unnecessary access roads and 
cutting down pavement width.” 


Russian Building Team’s Visit 


A DELEGATION of specialists in building 
construction from Russia, who are at present 
in Britain to study techniques of building, 
travelled by air on September 22 from 
London to Renfrew, and spent the day visit- 
ing the factory of the Costain Concrete 
Company, Ltd., Newmains, Lanarkshire; the 
Scottish Special Housing Association build- 
ing site at Arden, near Thornliebank, Glas- 
gow; the Glasgow Corporation housing 
development scheme at Drumchapel; and 
Glasgow University. They were also the 
guests of Glasgow Corporation at luncheon 
in the City Chambers. 


Hydro-Electric Board Appointment 


THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board have appointed Mr. Angus A. Fulton, 
FRSE, BSc, MinstCE, MIMechE, general 
manager in succession to the late Mr. 
Thomas Lawrie. Mr. Fulton has been the 
Board’s Chief Hydraulic and Civil Engineer 
since 1944. 


Glenrothes Road Development 


A CONSIDERABLE ADVANCE in traffic circu- 
lation in Glenrothes has become possible 
through the completion by the county 
council of the gap in the carriageway of 
Woodside-road at the new bridge which 
spans the Markinch-Leslie branch railway 
at Warcut Wood. The opening of the road 
to through traffic links up Woodside and 
Auchmuty neighbourhoods. Further build- 
ing sites belonging to the Glenrothes 
Development Corporation are now more 
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For many years Tretol Ltd. have been among the 
foremost suppliers of cold-applied bitumen damp- 
proof membrane treatments for solid concrete 

. floor construction. Their recommended technique 
consists of one application of Tretol Bituminous 
Solution No. 202T (thin) followed by one appli- 
cation of Tretol Bituminous Solution No. J00T. 
(thick). This system provides a perfectly moisture 
and moisture vapour-proof film, requiring no 
special skill in application. The materials are 
supplied ready for use, no pre-heating being 
necessary. 


Hundreds of thousands of houses have been 
built incorporating the Treto!l cold-applied bitu- 
minous damp-proof course treatment in solid 
concrete floors, and it is specified by most of the 
leading housing authorities and architects 
throughout the country. The diagram shows a 
typical example of the method by which this 
treatment is incorporated in floor construction. 


>*. 
o ° 








Detailed specifications can be obtained from: 


TRETOL LTD., 
Bituminous Section, Tretol House, 
The Hyde, London, N.W.9. 
Telephone : Colindale 7223 (10 lines) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 

LLOWING re rates of wa 

authorised by the Scottish Nationa) 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955 
They apply to the whole of Scotland 
including the islands of Orkney 
Shetland, etc. } 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s, 54d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 





Percentage of F 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 4 mae 
s...¢ 
Ist 5 25 , 
2nd : 334 3 3 
3rd ‘ 50 38 0 
4th : 664 117 4 
a a ee Oe eS 132 9 
For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 8. d 
probationary period) a = <a e 54 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. ry 











readily accessible, and building plots fo, 
service industries have become available, 


Edinburgh Underground Car Park 

Tue Civic Amenities Committee of Edin. 
burgh Corporation on September 20 ap 
proved a report by consulting engineers op 
a proposed underground car park in Eas 
Princes-street Gardens. The cost of th 
park was estimated at £235,000, and it wil 
take 326 cars on the upper floor and 86 buses: 
on the lower. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Hamilton.—Plans have been approved for primay 
Catholic school at the Laighstonhall site. Architec, 
William R. Watt (F), Education Offices, Albertst, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for R. and 
G. Naysmith, Ltd., Crownwood Garage, for new com 
mercial garage, and petrol filling station at the new 
trunk road, at Muirhead, these being by their own 
engineers. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for ele- 
tricity station at Clydehill, Cambuslang, these being 
by the Central Electricity Authority Engineers, Ceo- 
tral Electricity House, Trafalgar-buildings, London 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for houses 
for Messrs, Ballantyne, at Shottlin, Glasford. Arcti- 
tect, Mr. James Frew (F), Craigielee, Chapelton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are to be prepared for the 
West Kilbride Corporation Development authority, 
for comprehensive scheme of houses as the third 
Development of the Murray housing scheme. Archi- 
tect. Mr. Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, Eas 
Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for Messrs 
S Smith and Sons (England), Ltd., Overton, for 
extensions, alterations, and additions to their factory 
at Gowkthrapple, Motherwell-Wishaw. — Architect 
= Lockhart Hutson (F), 119 Cadzow-st., Hamilton | 
West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for. Joha 
Williams (Wishaw), Ltd., for extensions, additions 
and alterations at the Excelsior Iron Works, Mother 
well-Wishaw. Architect, J. M. Cowie (A), Oakfield 





chambers, Main-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. ' 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for new | 
business buildings, also house, a: “*~' 1? St. sites, | 
Carluke. Architect, Mr. William F), Com: § 
mercial Bank-chambers, Motherwell-Wilshaw. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for nes 
buildings at the Newhouse Industrial Estate, from 
plans by the Scottish Industrial Estates’ Architects, | 
3, Woodside-pl., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. i 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for the Corporation P 
of Lanark have been approved for 38 new houses 2 
the Wellpark and the Globe housing sites. Architect: 
Mr. John Whyte (F), 38. High-st., Lanark. x 
Lesmanagow.—Plans have been approved for 3 
houses to be erected as the 5th Development of the 
Bankhead housing site. Architect, Mr. Samuti § 
MacColl (A), Planning and Architectural Departmen! 
Countv-buildings. Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 
Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans are being prepared fo 
a_new Civic Centre by Mr. Clark Fyfe (A). Directot } 
of Housing and Town Planning, and Burgh Architect, § 
Motherwell House. Motherwell. (Not as published 
in our issue of September 9.) | 
Renfrewshire.—Plans have been approved for Th 
Glengarry biscuit bakery’s new factory at a Hilling § 
ton site. Architects. Messrs. Wylie, Shanks & Wylt| 
(FA), 12, Claremont-gdns., Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow | 
Renfrewshire.—Plans prepared by their architec | 
have been approved for canteen, staff accommodatis § 
buildings and new boilerhouse, at Thornliebank, for 
The Argus Foundry Co., Ltd., Boydstone-rd 
Glasgow. 
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Appointments open will be 


i Public 
Full details of pages of this and 


jound in the Advertisement 
0 . 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 

this list see previous Issucs. Those with an asterisk 

dvertised in this number. The dates at the heads 

Se saraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 

af Set?) denotes closing date for applications; the 

ony address at the end refer to the person from 
pre particulars may be obtained. 

OCTOBER 3. 


+#Egstbourne CB.—Public lavatories at _Princes 

a's 9-4, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
ctober 27. 

by Octo OCTOBER 5. 

*#Hants CC.—Erection of Havant Front Lawn 


Infants’ Sch. County A, The Castle, Winchester. 
OCTOBER 6. 

*+Bucks CC.—Fire Brigade HQ new 
at Aylesbury. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 
\ fT. 

— East Met. Reg. Hosp. Board.—Erection of 
boiler house at Dalston-la. (est. cost £16,000). Secre- 
tary, lla, Portland-pl., London, W.1. 

OCTOBER 7. 

*+Coventry Corporation.—(a) 36 flats, 4 shops, and 
(b) 21 garages, Manor House estate. City A. Dep. 
#2 2s. each, Tenders by October 31. 

*+§utton and Cheam BC.—Demolition and rebuild- 
ing of park outbuildings at Manor Park. BE&S, 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £1 Is. Tenders by Novem- 


admin. block 
Tenders by 


ber _ 4. j 
*Jaunton BC.—Repairs and alterations for CD 
headquarters at Canon House, Canon-st. BE&S, St. 


Paul's House. 
OCTOBER 8. 
*tBasildon UDC.—Five houses, 
Pitsea. E&S, 108, High-st., Billericay. 
*tEssex CC.—Additional accommodation, 
Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford. 


A, Chelmsford. 
OCTOBER 10. 
*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Conversion of part 
of the Galley, Hooks-la., Bedhampton, into lavatory 


Cromwell-gdns., 
Dep. £2 2s. 

King 
County 


and dressing accommodation. E&S, 1, Park-rd 
North, Havant. ; 
*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Conversion of ECs to 


WCs at three schools. County A. Sleaford. 

*tOxford City C.—Alterations and additions at 
— Sch. City A and Planning Officer, Town 
all. 

*Southampton CBC.—165 dwellings in 5 contracts. 
BE, Civic Centre. Dep. £2. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—11 houses, 32 maisonettes and 


6 garages at Forest-st. Contract 224. Boro’ A, 70, 
West Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tWest Riding CC.—Canteen servery and_ shot- 


firing gallery at Hemsworth Mining and Tech. Inst 
County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 14. 
OCTOBER 12. 

*Caterham and Warlingham UDC.—Improvement 
works at 31-45, Foxon-la., Caterham. E&S, Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tDeptford MBC.—{1) 14 maisonettes at Wickham- 
td.; (2) 15 flats at Lausanne-rd. TC, Town Hall. 

*tPortsmouth City C.—{a) 12 bungalows at Doyle- 
ave;. (b) 94 houses at West Leigh, site 3. City A, 
1, Western-parade. Dep. £1 each contract. 

*tSwansea CBC.—24 flats, Port Tennant-rd. 
A. Dep. £5. 

*tWilts CC.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. at Ames- 
bury. C, County Hall, Trowbridge. 

*tWilts CC.—Erection of sec. 
Wootton Bassett. C, County Hall. 


’ OCTOBER 14. 
*tDurham CC.—Supp!y and erection of steelwork 


Boro’ 


mod. sch. at 


at Hartlepool West View Mod. Sch. County A 
Z OCTOBER 15. 
tBurton-upon-Trent CBC.—71 dwellings and 13 


garages at Ashby-rd. TC, Town Hall. 
Tenders by November 29. 

‘ OCTOBER 17. 

tEastbourne CB.—Ambulance station at junction 
of Bourne-st. and Dursley-rd. BE, 2-4, Saffrons-rd 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 17. 

Morley BC.—16 aged persons’ bungalows at Dean 
Hall estate. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

4 OCTOBER 19. 

Surrey CC.—New workshops at Ewell Highways 

pot. County E. : 

, . _, OCTOBER 20. 

Barnes TC.—Erection of (a) 16 flats; (b) lock-up 
shop, together with 2 flats over; (c) 5 garages, motor- 
cycle store and dustbin store, all at Lonsdale-rd. 
scheme. BE&S, Municipal Offices, Sheen-la, §.W.14. 

Pr _ OCTOBER 24. 

‘ eston CBC +—I15 dwellings at Savick estate, con- 
tact No. 1. BE&S, Municipal-bldg. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 25. 

. Brentford and Chiswick BC.—Temporary warehouse 
in Brentford Market. BE&S. . 
Cardiff TC.—176 dwellings 
Llanrumney. City S, Citv Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s. 


in five contracts at 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


OCTOBER 26. 





*tDerbys CC.—Applications invited from  con- 
tractors wishing to be put on panel for building 
works. County A, County Offices, St. Mary’s-gate. 


OCTOBER 28. 
;, *Reading CBC.—House at Whitley Park Prim. Sch. 
30ro0’ 


*Walthamstow BC.—24 flats and one block of 
garages and alterations to existing house at Clock 
House, Wood-st. Boro’ AE&S, Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 ds. 

*Walthamstow BC.—28 flats at junction of St. 
Andrews-rd. and Oatland-rise and St. Andrews-rd. 
and Church-rd. Boro’ AE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*“Walthamstow BC.—({a) Two one-bedroom flats at 
junction of Forest-rd. and Hale End-rd.; (b) two 
one-bedroom flats at junction of Colville-rd. and 


Green Pond-rd.; (c) two one-bedroom flats adjoining 
28, Chaucer-rd. Boro’ AE&S. Dep. £2 2s. each 
scheme. 

NO DATE. 

New Zealand Government.—Coal-fired electric 
power station of 180,000 kW. in Waikito district, 
North Island, N.Z. Preece, Cardew and Rider, 
ony Engrs., 8-12, Queen Anne’s-gate, London, 
S.W.1 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 7. 

*tNorthampton EC.—Renewing three classroom 
floors in hardwood at St. Matthew’s Sch., Byron-st. 
H. A. Skerrett, Chief Ed. Officer, ‘* Springfield,’’ 
Cliftonvile, Northampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 15. 


*Sunderland CBC.—Supply of various materials for 


588 houses at various estates. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 31. 

*Stepney MBC.—Two domestic dust chutes at 

Hughes Mansions, Vallance-rd. BE&S. Dep. £5 5s. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
OCTOBER 7. 

‘Taf Fechan Water Supply Board.—Supply and 

tion of pumping plant comprising three 





ally driven horizontal centrifugal pumps, each 
at 52,000 galls. per hour at 420 ft. head, with 
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a new building at Pontsticill, nr. 
Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, Engrs 
Artillery-row, London, SWI 


OCTOBER 10. 
+Ogwen RDC.—7,200 yds. asbestos-cement mains, 
valves, hydrants, etc., r.c. service reservoir of 30,000 
galls. capacity, intake and treatment works and access 
road. Howard Humphreys & Sons, Cons. Engrs.. 

Victoria Station House, Victoria, London, SW1. 

OCTOBER 17. 
Donington RDC.—Extensions to existing 
disposal works. Elliott & Brown, Chartd. 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. 


motors, etc., in 
Merthyr Tydfil. 
Artillery House, 
Dep. £5. 


Castle 
sewage 
Civil Engrs., 
Dep. £5 5s. 

Mirfield UDC.—4,900 sq. 
lin. yds. channelling, 1,700 lin. yds. surface 
drains and foul sewer, etc. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Northamptonshire CC.—Reconstruction and widen- 
ing of Blisworth canal bridge by replacement of exist- 
ing steel superstructure with new slab decking of 
filler-joist construction and provision of a concrete 
saddle to an existing masonry arch. CS. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wareham and Purbeck RDC.—Provision and laying 
of 1,210 yds. spun-iron water mains with flexible 
joints, etc., at Bere Regis. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Warwickshire CC.—Provision of second carriage- 
way on Weedon-Atherston-Brownhills trunk road 
(1,000 yards). Works comprise construction of road 
22 ft. wide alongside. existing road, lowering of two 
hill crests on the latter, fencing, bulk excavation, 
drainage, constructing a vibrated stone. base, kerb- 
Alternative tenders for con- 


1,500 
water 


yds. carriageway, 


ing and _ surfacing. : 
structing a stabilised in situ soil base to the new 
carriageway. Countv S. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 18. 

Devizes RDC.— 3,000 lin. yds. 9-in. and 6-in. sewers 
and 45 concrete tube manholes, sewage disposal works 
for 700 persons, sewage pumping station and 850 lin. 
yds. 4-in. rising main. Harvey McGill & Hayes, 
Cons Engrs., 38, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. £5. 


OCTOBER 20. 

Bedford RDC.—Construction of pumping station, 
7,000 lin. yds. concrete pipe and stoneware drains, 
etc., and 1,600 lin. yds. 9-in. iron pumping main 
at Eaton Socon. John Taylor & Sons, Cons. Engrs., 


Artillery House, Artillery-row, London, SWI 
Dep. £5 

OCTOBER 21. 
Leek UDC.—New cattle market at Barnfields 


E&S Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 24. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield UDC.—R.c. pumping station, 
2l1-in. dia. steel outfall sewer 88@ ft. long. etc. Ward, 
Ashcroft & Parkman, Cons. Engrs., 38, The Temple, 
Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

Bowlands RDC.—Contract 1: Excavation for and 
laying of approx. 30 miles spun cast-iron and asbestos 
cement mains (pipes and valves to be supplied by 
Ccl.), construction of valve and hydrant chambers, 
etc. Contract 2: Construction in mass concrete of 
seven covered service reservoirs at (a) Waddington 
(Burbles Hill) 50,000 galls.; (b) Waddington (High 
Level) 250,000 galls., with access road and treatment 
house; (c) Grindleton (Low Level) 150.000 galls., with 
access road and pumphouse; (d) Waddington (Low 
Level) 150,000 galls.; (e) Grindleton (High Level) 
10.000 galls.; (f) Lane Side, 250,000 galls.; (g) Gisburn, 
50.000 galls., with pipework, etc. Contract 3: Two 
electrically operated pumping plants. Arnold Brooks- 
bank, Cons. Engr., General-bldgs., 48, Sundridge-rd., 
Bradford, 1, Yorks. Dep. £5 Ss. each contract. 

Chepstow RDC.—3,250 yds. 4-in. dia. C.I. pipes; 
4,600 yds. 3-in. dia. pipes; and 10,000-gall. mass and 
r.c. storage tank. Thomas & Morgan & Ptnrs., 
Cons, Engrs., 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. 
£4 4s. 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch RDC.—Pumping station, 
r.c. service reservoir of 100.000 galls, capacity, site 
access roads, etc., at Kingsclere. Lemon & Blizzard, 
Engrs., 59, Tufton-st., London, SWI. Dep. £5 Ss. 

Martley RDC.—1,480 lin. yds. 9-in. glazed stone- 
ware pipe sewers, concrete tube manholes, sewage 
disposal works, pumping station, etc.. at Broadheath. 
Wilcox, Raikes & Marshall, Engrs., 33, Gt. Charles- 


st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 Ss. 
OCTOBER 26. 
Harrow BC.—3,600 lin. yds. precast concrete soil 
sewer, etc. BE. Dep. £2. 
OCTOBER 27. 


Edeyrnion RDC.—Excavation for and laying of 
1,380 lin. yds. 6-in. sewer; excavation for and con- 
struction of sewage disposal works, pumping station, 
access road, etc., at Cynwyd. Sandford, Fawcett & 
Ptnrs., Cons. Engrs., 53, Victoria-st., London, SWI. 


Dep. £5 Ss 
OCTOBER 28. 

Morecambe and Heysham BC.—3,300 lin. yds. con- 
crete tube and stoneware pipe sewers, manholes, etc. 
A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., Engrs., 25, Temple-row, 
Birmingham, 2. Dep. £§ 5s. 

Stockport CBC.—New propagation centre, con- 
servatories, coolhouse and ferneries (aluminium super- 
structures) and necessary heating installation, heated 
span and lean-to cold frames. Parks Superintendent. 


Dep. £5 Ss. 
OCTOBER 31. 

North Kesteven RDC.—Construction and mainten- 
ance of 177 lin. yds. 15-in. concrete pipe sewers, 
4.002 lin. vds. 12-in., 10.851 lin. yds. 9-in. and 6,249 
lin. vds. SGW pipe sewers, manholes, sewage pumping 
stations, sewage disposal works, cast-iron rising mains, 
etc.. at Branston, Heighington and Washborough. 
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Silcock & Simpson, Cons. Engrs., 10, Park-row, 
Ss a. Dep. £5. 
NOVEMBER 3. 

Belfast CBC Electricity Dept.—Design and con- 
struction of two r.c. chimneys, lined with acid-resisting 
brick, each 240 ft. high, for Belfast Municipal 
Electric Power Station, West extension. Merz & 
McLellan, Cons. Engrs., Carliol House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, 1. Dep. £5 Ss. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


_ Folham.—F.Lats.—MH&LG loan sanction has been 
given to the borrowing by MBC of £80,150 for the 
erection of 38 flats at Alice Gilliatt-crt. Plans were 
prepared by J. Pritchard and Lovell, FRIBA, FIArb, 
PPinstH, Boro’ Architect and Director of Housing, 
whose dept. has also prepared quantities. 

Greenwich.—ArroiNIMENT.—Hsg. Com.  recom- 
mend the appointment of G. F. K. White, FRICS, 
23, Cathedral-mans., 262, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., SWwl, 
as QS for the scheme for the redevelopment of the 
Greenwich High-rd. site. 

Greenwich.—WakEHOUSE.—Plans for a new ware- 
house and office for William Cory & Son, Lid., 
Riverside, Charlton, have been prepared by R 
James & Ptnrs., 6, Lower Grosvenor-pl., SWI. 

Greenwich.—Houses.—Schemes have been pre- 
pared by BE&S for the redevelopment of the sites of 
Nos. 1-23 (odd), Ormiston-rd. and Nos. 46-49 (cons.), 
Halstcw-rd. by the erection of 8 houses on the first 
site and 3 houses on the second. Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend their approval. 

Haymarket.—Orrices.—Plans are being prepared 
by Professor Robert Matthew, CBE, ARIBA, Pro- 
fessor of Architecture, University of Edinburgh, for 
the erection of an eight-storey building on the site 
of the Carlton Hotel in Haymarket to house New 
Zealand Government officials. The scheme is ex- 
pected to cost about £1m. 

Hendon.—Sk scraper FLATS.—BS is to submit for 
preliminary approval alternative proposals for develop- 
ment of the Claremont-rd., Cricklewood, housing 
site in two stages. The first stage would include 
3 three-storey blocks of flats with 16 houses in 4 
blocks; and stage 2 would include 3 Il-storey point 
blocks of flats. A total of 184 dwellings will be pro- 
videi. The layout plans have already been approved 
by BC and John Laing & Son, Ltd., contractors, have 
been invited to submit tenders for the construction 
of the houses and flats. 

_ Hornchurch.—REeEsiDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.—Condi- 
tional TP approval has been given for the erection 
of 12 houses at Rainham-rd., east of Newtons 
Corner, for B. J. Dennis & Son, Ltd. 
_Hornchurch.—Houses.—TP approval has been 
given for the erection of 21 houses and garages on 
land fronting Forth-rd. and Humber-drive, Upminster, 
for J. E. Rogerson. 

Horochurch.—DeveLopMENT.—TP approval has 
been given to a scheme for the erection of private 
dwellings on a site south of Marlborough-gdns., 
Upminster, for Upminster Estates, Ltd. 

Hornchurch. — Moron SHowrooms.—Conditional 
TP approval has been given to the erection of motor 
showrooms, workshop and petro! filling station at 
Obj Brewery Site, High-st., Hornchurch, for A. E. 
Fruitnight. 

Hornchurch.—Orrice.—TP approval has been given 
for the erection of a single-storey office block at 
> aoe Rainham, for A. Boake Roberts & Co., 
_ Horncharch.—BuncaLows.—TP approval has been 
given for the erection of 1 detached and 2 semi- 
detached bungalows and 2 pairs of semi-detached 
houses at Hacton-dr., Hornchurch, for F. C. Holmes. 

Horncharch.—Houses.—Conditional TP approval 
has been given for the erection of 14 houses at the 
junction of Gubbins-la. and The Ridgeway, Harold 
Wood, for Evans Bros., Ltd. 

Horncharch.—Suors aND MAISONETTES.—Proposals 
have been made for the erection of 9 shops and 
maisonettes over at 144-162, High-st., Hornchurch, for 
P3.t., 02a. 

_ Hornchurch.—Orrice.—By-law approval has been 
given for an office block at Ferry-la., Rainham, for 
A. Boake Roberts & Co., Ltd. 

Hornchorch.—Housts.—Proposals have been made 
by Steadmans (Estates), Ltd., for the erection of 12 
houses at Halidon-hill, Harold Wood. 

Hornchurch.—ReESIDENTIAL.—By-law approval has 
been given to proposals for 10 houses at Laburnham- 
gdns. and Sunnycroft-gdns., Cranham, for J. H. 
Glessing. 
_ Hornchurch.—Houses.—By-law approval has been 
given to proposals for 4 houses at Oak-rd., Harold 
Wood, for R. M. Smith. 

_ Hornchurch.—Houses.—By-law approval has been 
given to proposals for 3 houses and 2 garages at 
rn Hornchurch, for Thos. Bales & Son, 
t 


_ Horncharch.—Cuurcu.—By-law approval has been 
given to proposal for church and dwelling house at 
Langdale-gdns., Elm Park, for the Trustees of the 
R.C. Diocese of Brertwood. 

Hornchurch.—Devet.orpmMeNnt.—By-law approval has 
been given to proposals for 10 houses and private 
garages at junction of Morecambe-close and South 
— Elm Park, for Elm Park Development Co., 

ad. 

Hornchurch.—Housrs.—By-law approval given to 
Proposed layout of new road and sewers and erection 
of 10 houses off Station-la., Hornchurch, for A. E. 
Fruitnight. 

Hornchurch.—Houses.—By-law approval has been 
given to proposals for extension of road and sewers 
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and erection of 20 houses at new road off Lake-ave., 
Rainham, for H. J. Burchett. 

Horachurch.—SnHops anp Fvats.—By-law and TP 
approval has been given to amended plans submitted 
by Maylands Green Estates Co., Ltd., for 12 shops 
with flats over at Albany-rd. 

Hornchurch.—Housts.—By-law and TP approval 
has been given to amended plans submitted by K. I. 
Joseph for 22 houses at Trafalgar-rd. and Hood-rd., 
Rainham. 

Lambeth.—ApporinTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the appointment of E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, Bedford- 
sq., WCl, as quantity surveyors in connection with 
the development of site No. 33, Gipsy Hill; also the 
appointment of Davis, Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley- 
pl., SW1, as QS in connection with the development 
of site No. 59, Knowle-rd. 

Lambeth. — CrematoriuM. — MH&LG have 
approved site and plans of' proposed crematorium, 
and Public Health Com. have authorised the archi- 
tects, Sir Guy Dawber, RA, Fox and Robinson, 122, 
Wigmore-st., W1, to proceed with the preparation of 
working drawings; and recommend that May and 
May, 17, Red Lion-sq., WCl, be appointed as QS 
for the scheme, with J. Atherton, AMISE, 36, 
Chestnut-rd., SE21, as consulting structural E for 
the foundations. é 

Lambeth.—F.Lats.—The appointment of Gollins, 
Melvin, Ward and Ptnrs., 15, Manchester-sq., W1, as 
architects, and Davis Belfield and Everest, 9, Ashley- 
pl., SW1, as QS for the development of site No. 81, 
Sudbourne-rd., by the erection of a three-storey block 
of six flats has been recommended by Hsg. Com. 

Swiss Cottage.—Civic CENTRE.—Part of the Eton 
College estate at Swiss Cottage is to be bought by 
Hampstead BC for £67,650. The site is intended for 
a new civic centre and is to cost a total of £70,500. 
No architect has been appointed yet for the civic 
centre scheme. 

Twickenham. — HousiInG PrROGRAMME.—MH&LG 
have approved BC’s four-year housing programme, 
estimated to cost £688,500. 

Wimbledon.—Pustic BatHsS MODERNISATION.—BE 
and S is to prepare detailed plans and estimates for 
maintenance and modernisation of the public baths. 
T. Roger Preston & Ptnrs. have been appointed to 
make a survey and comprehensive report on boiler 
and engineering plant and specialist equipment. 

Wimbledon.—ExTeENSION OF PREMiISES.—BC _ has 
given provisional consent to extension of premises at 
81-87, Hartfield-rd. to provide additional showrooms, 
office accommodation and caretaker’s flat. 

Wimbledon.—Butpinc Ptots.—BC_ has_ condi- 
tionally approved outline application to divide land 

at 11, Berkeley-pl. into 5 building plots. ; 

Wimbledon.—But! DING PLots.—BC has given pro- 
visional permission to develop land at rear of ‘* Clock 
House,’’ Windmill-rd., as three building plots. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bakewell.—UDC approved development of land at 
rear of Taylor’s garage, Haddon-rd., for housing pur- 
poses for Messrs. Taylor Garage (Bakewell), Ltd. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—British Railways to _ invite 
tenders for war damage repairs and rebuilding of 
Barrow-in-Furness Station, £113,000 est. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC Housing Com. approved 
erection of 24 non-traditional houses at rear of Port 
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Clarence-rd.—S, J. H. Shepherd, to 
for developing land on Cowpen estate, Lay aa Plans 
on aged people’s bungalows. Cmphasix, 
Birkenhead.—TC propose erection 
blocks of flats at Eldon-st. and one, ‘Door 
Birmingham.—Harrods, Lid., of Londo “ 
March acquired for £1} million a large and ime, las: 
block of shop and office premises in the “a 
Birmingham. Approval is sought by the Estates ¢, ot 
mittee of provisional agreements which mean = 
plete demolition of North Western Arcade and wa 
buildings facing Corporation-st. and rebuildi Other 


area by June, 1962. NB Of thi 
Birmingham.—Minister of Education h, 
further £1,500,000 section of hae eeroved 


Birmingham’ z 
College of Technology, Commerce and Pepa 


Green, and extensions estimated to cos 
Erdington and Aston Technical Colleges, ao bo 
foundations of new section of the Gosta Gas 
colleges will begin in February, and it is hoped the 
foundations will be ready for the Superstruct 
already approved under next year's building = 
gramme.—New school for printing is to be built s 
site adjoining Gosta Green colleges. Work is like 
to begin - ag Ch 

Bury.—Surveyor, J. adwick, to prepare . 
extensions to Public Library. Prepare plans fo 

Cheadle, Staffs.—RDC to consider erection of sma) 
aged persons’ bungalows. i 

Clay Cross.—UDC approved plans for new cinems 
at Broadleys for Herbert Elton, Nottingham, 

Darlington.—New school at Haughton. Plans p, 
Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm (A). : 

Derby.—British Railways Research Dept. are to 
double the size of heavy engineering laboratories by 
building on spare ground between Lomdon-rd, ang 
main London-Manchester railway. 

Derbyshire.—M of E approved inclusion of follow. 
ing in 1956/7 programme: Completion of Hacken. 
thorpe sec. mod. sch. and completion of North 
Wingfield sec. mod. girls’ school and Frecheville jun 
sch. as reserve project. 

Dewsbury.—TC propose construction of branch 
library at Huddersfield-rd., Ravensthorpe. Propose 
erection of additional classrooms at Warren-st— 
Erection of new R.C. mod. sch. to be known as §. 
John Fisher Sch., at Birkenbanks for RC Auths, 

Ellesmere Port.—Cheshire EC to erect new county 
grammar sch. in 1956/7 programme. 3 

Failsworth.—UDC propose erection of civic hal! 
and library at Pole-la. 

Gosforth.—J. T. Bell & Sons, builders and con- 
tractors, Northumberland-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan 
erection of 52 houses at Fencer Hill.—Ministry 
approved UDC'’s proposal to sell 32 acres of land a 
Regent Farm to M. J. Liddell & Son. builders and 
contractors, 36, Great North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for housing developments. 

Great Sutton.—Cheshire CC propose erection of 
new jun. sch. in 1956 programme. 

Haltwhistle.—RDC approved plans by County A 
C. C. Brown (A), County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for proposed fire station. 

Hartlepool, Durham.—Steetley & Co., Ltd., manv- 
facturers of refrigerators and producers of sea-water 
magnesia, propose to develop the water plant a 
Hartlepool, to develop a dolomite quarry and provide 
a new plant at Coxhoe, Durham, and build a new 
brick kiln at Worksop. Est. cost £2m. 

Hexham.—Tenders to be invited within next three 
months by RDC for further houses at Haydon 
Bridge. Council's A, W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling 
wood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Huddersfield.—Leeds Reg. Hosp. Board propose 
erection of new hospital in Green Lea site. 

Huntington.—Cheshire EC received Ministry 
approval for erection of a new junior and infants’ 
schoo! in the 1956/7 programme. 

Lanchester, Durham.—RDC proposes 80 houses 
Plans by S. 

Leeds.—Porterprint, Ltd., East-rd., Leeds, propose 





erection of new factory and offices at Parkside, 
Hunslet. A, J. G. L. Poulson (L), 29, Ropergate, | 
Pontefract. 


Leigh.—TC seek loan £71,099 for erection of 55 
houses at Higher Fold estate. Approved plans for 


new dressing room and bath house at Kirkhall-la. for | 


Leigh Rugby Football Club. 

Liverpool.—EC to appoint private A_to prepare 
plans for extensions and alterations at Edge-la. bus 
depot. 


Manchester.—TP Com. finally approved plans for | 


10-storey block of offices, with ground-floor shops 
and petrol filling station, on site of old Princess 
Theatre at junction of Oxford-st. and Lower Mosley- 
st. Building will be 100 ft. high and will contain 
underground car park for 95 cars. Building will start 
this year. 

Manchester.—TC approved:—Erection of 10-storey 
office block on site of old Princes Theatre, St. Peters- 
sq.; erection of two estates for overspill at Marple, 
Cheshire. Plans for new Youth Club on vacant site 
at Monsall-rd., Collyhurst, for F. Green, 12, Green- 
mount-ter., Harpurhey, Manchester.—Salvation Army 
Trustee Co. propose extensions to existing Salvation 
Army hall at corner of Toxteth-st. /Fairfield-rd., 
Higher Openshaw. A, Leach, Rhodes and Walker 
(A), 90, Deansgate, Manchester.—Whites Motors 
(Manchester), Ltd., propose erection of motor-car 
showroom on vacant site at School-la. and ve 1 
st., Didsbury. Plans by W.*H. Schofield, 431, 
Wilmslow-rd., Withington. —R.C. Diocese of or 
propose erection of church and presbytery of iis 
Ambrose at Princess-rd. and Darley-ave., West Dids- 
bury. A, Reynolds & Scott (F). 9. Albert-sq., Man- 
chester.—R.C. Diocese of Salford propose the eret- 
tion of a new presbytery at George Leigh-st., Ancoats. 
A. Greenhalgh and Williams, St. Annes-sq., Map 
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Prepare 
>» With empha ter.—Tennants (Lancashire), Ltd., propose erec- 27 houses, section 13, N. Woodingdean estate:— Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd. 59,041 
ches 7 two-storey offices and single-storey warehouses 2eak Construction Co., . £42.461 a: . Procter, Ltd. .. ~ 2 58.620 
f two 10-store wt garaue at Haze!bottom-rd., Crumpsall. A, Francis Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd. 41,208 *Hawker-Smith, Ltd., 1, West-st., Erith, cay 
*» £300,009 pede & Son, 178, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—Geigy *Beamish (Builders), Ltd., 123 Gardner-rd., Kent ne : : er? 366 
London st, Prarmaceutical Co., i td.. propose — exten- Portslade a ; A 38,409 Greenwich.—Works for MBC. ‘Erection of 8 
and impo ls sion to offices and la ro ag egg At = houses: section) 16). No Woodinudean: estate houses at Ormiston-rd. and 3 houses at Halston-rd: 
e Centre f tion, and erection “* : . = - by Wathen ‘ ~ Peak Construction Co., Ltd. £50,967 Hawker-Smith, Lid., 1, West-st., Erith, Kent, 
© Estates ¢ Shady-la., Resndhors 4 ae yeas ned Mar t lady Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd. 49.399 £22,979. : : 
ch Mean co A, B. Waterhouse (F), fou, Stop elo ‘ Seebeck *Beamish (Builders), Ltd., Portslade 46.073 _Anverness. —Scheme for rebuilding and additions at 
cade and be Marple.—U DC approved erection of new branch ‘choses: Sectou Fh No Wonduddean extale Glenalbyn. Architects: Messrs. Thomas Munro 
Duilding of she library for Cheshire CC. my “ ee Mr. G. Watts, Brighton : £16 i87 (F&A), 62, Academy-st., Inverness. *Macdonald & 
; Middlesbroush. ee a opprones bate betel ahi Peak Construction Co., Ltd ; 15.447 Son, Ltd., 7, Friars-pl., Inverness. 
has approve of 139. houses oe Aes — impey : Co., Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd. 15,074 Inverness. Factory for The Scottish Industrial 
igham’s - Lid., Orchard House, scsimonc a co ener oars oe A *Beamish (Builders), Ltd., Portslade 13,983 Estates, Glasgow, to be erected on an Inverness-shire 
Arts at Gos, Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald (L&A), 23, Albert- Brighton.—Extension of factory for C.V.A pt site Architect: Mr. H. N. Paterson (F), 17, The 
st £60,009 - rd., prepared layout: piehe Se gaa lg 9 Rg Moulds and Tools, Ltd., at Hollingbury. *Rice & Queensgate, Inverness. QS, Messrs. Baxter, Dunn & 
eS, Work on Church-la. for E A Sweeting & Son, Ltd 7 builders, Son, Ltd.. 23, Gloucester-pl., Brighton, £115,500 Gray, High-st., Inverness, ar St incent-st., 
J08ta Gree, Church-ia —Church Commissioners to erect church (Exienaian of previous contract). . Glasgow Consulting Engineers, Messrs. Rennie & 
1s b d the fall at The Greenway, area ag te wey Brighton.—Fire Station at Roedean-rd. for TC:— Kirkwood, MlnstCE, 59, Bath-st., Glasgow. *D. 
SUPerstrucr prepared by Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd.—R. Brightén Contractors, Ltd £44.734 Logan & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Muir of Ard, Ross- 
building oe. Rankin & Son propose transport depot in Gilbert-st. oR “Corben & Son, Ltd CS ae ‘ 
© be built . A: P. R. Middleton (A), 17, Ajbert-rd.—Outline F. T. Wilson & Sons. Ltd., Brighton 39 840 Lanarkshire.—New development of the Bishopbriggs 
Vork ig like) application tor proposed accident wing at Mic dies Toha W. Ridse. Ltd. Biikhton 1 39 3()3 housing scheme consisting of 224 houses. Architect 
prough Gen. Hosp. been approved Plans by P. H Tefivey & Sons (Hove), tc Save 3 : 38861 Mr. Norman Macfadyean (F), 137, West Regent-st., 
Pare plans fo, Knighton, MBE (A), Ch. A to Newcastle Regiona *A. C. Jenkins, Ltd., Barn Garage, Ladies ; Glasgow. “John Lawrence & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 
: c Hosp. Board, Benfield-rd., | Newcastle-on-Tyne Mile-rd., Brighton 6 : 36.002 West Regent-st., Glasgow. : 
tion of sms) Shannon (Contractors), Ltd., Marsh-rd., to erect Clowne, Derbys.—Four blocks of flats at Station- Lanarkshire.—New otlice buildings for John Law- 
i further houses in Adcott-rd. ie ; rd. Whitwell. for RDC: *Dernie & Bell, Sons & Cc rence (Glasgow), Ltd., West Regent-st., at the 
New cinem, Middlesbrough.—Min. of Agriculture's Depart Did. Kiltoa-cres.. Worksop. Notts. Bt7-208 Giasgow-rd.,_ Garrowhill. *Henry Boot & Sons 
sham, za mental Com. on Slaugterhouses recommend establish Coventry.—! on of farther instalment of City ytland), Ltd., Garrowhill Contracting Works, 
1. of £150,000 abattoir ‘ spp Ee ar ea - yy aap aillieston. 
ad Middlesbrough. Tees Conservancy Commissioners rae Seat ae © en, ie on Lanes.—Erection of Bispham County Sec. Mod. 
EPL. are t, to lease site at Lackenby Grangetown to Britis! om.—-Worke for CB. Six dwellings at site Ne Sch. at Kirkham By-pass, for CC: *Atherton Bros., 
oratories by Oxygen Co., Ltd., for manufacture of industrial gases rd.. *Greenaway & Son. Ltd.. 265. Lord- I » £113.000 
On-rd, ang New Aycliffe, Durham.—29 blocks of two- and ion, SET? 2 Savallinise aiid ik HAKaGes Leeds.—New ayed persons’ hostel at Acre-cl., 
three-storey houses at Newton. Aycliffe Developmen 19 Purleyverd. * mer ; Rea Middleton, for TC: *N . Bell & Co., td., 
M Of follow. Association Staff A : : Swelline 3 Aiheck Frankland-terr., Roundhay-rd., Leeds, 7. 
Of Hacken. Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Methodist District forma Cieatw hAddikonrds.. Ltd Liverpooil.—l 2 otlice and shop building at Lord- 
1 of North approved proposals for erection « f five more churches Hackbridze-rd.. 1 tie GSieres. (£06 32. . st., for W. Barratt & Co., Ltd.: *Taylor Woodrow 
cheville jun In next five to ten years it is proposed to spend Disley.—16 flats 8 houses. for RDC: *Gregor Construction Co., Lid., Middlesex. 
£950,000 on new churches. Saasice. Eid Bat eth Sass “£32 054 London (Air Ministry).—Particulars of contracts to 
of | branch Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A, 18, Cloth-market, pre Fifeshire.—Scheme of 48 houses at the Grainger &° V@UC Of £500 of over tor the week ended 
Propose pared plans for three-storey flats and maisonette Routine dene Oniene: ato Lochaclh ” Meek a Mr September 24:—Painting work: N. Harris & Sons, 
Warren-st,— (49 tenancies) at Newlyn-rd. on Kenton Morth estat J. Austen Bent (A). $5 Palmerston-pl Westend. Lid., 4150, Cheapside, EC2; Jas. Garvey & Co., 
NOWN as §. (Group 10) and five-storey flats and maisonettes (132 Eginbureh. *The Alltance Construction Co. Eid. 111/113, Divis-st., Belfast; C. A. Hayes & Sons 
C Auths, tenancies) in Dorrington-rd. on Fawdon estate Nc 7 Warted.. Bundee,. Adaus . : (Painting), Ltd., Stork House, Holweils, Bristol, 8; 
new county contracts let.—&8 houses proposed in Provost-gdns ’ Forfarshire.—£50,000 building scheme for the Cor- & Co., 2, North Walls, Stafford; Sunter 
) for City Watch Com.—J. W. Taylor & Sons, Galiow poration of Montrose, at the foreshore. Consulting 142, North-st., Glasgow, (C3; Decorative 
civic hal gate, Newcastle, A for proposed conversion of chapel  Enyineers: Messrs. Leitch & Sharp, 65, Bath-st., Contractors, Ltd., 179/183, Staines-rd., 
into factory, store and offices at Byker Bank for Glasgow. *Mackean & Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 147 Hounslow; T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave- 
S and cop. Pairman & Co., Ltd.—City C plan erection of £60,500 West Regent-st., Glasgow 7 ‘ ‘ rd., Leicester; Industrial & Decorative Arts Co., Lid., 
“Tyne, plan old people's home on Montagu housi estate Glasgow.—Scheme of houses at the Cardonald, Elm Tree-st., Mansfield; Donaid Humberstone & Co., 
I.—Ministry Oldham.—TC seek loan £104,930 for erection of 4° Wedderlee-dr. housing site. Architect: Mr. Archibald Ltd., North Somercotes, Louth, Lincs. Resurfacing 
of land a houses and 36 flats at Holts estate. G. Jury (F), Planning & Architectural Department, work: Thos. Ashley (Contractors), Ltd., 314, Chester- 
uilders and Oxford.—Dean and Chapter of Christ Church have Glaseow Cross. The Trongate, Glasgow. *Athol rd., Hartford, Cheshire. 
le-on-Tyne, granted to Marks and Spencer a 99-years’ building Houses, Ltd., 29, Park-circus, | Woodlands-rd., London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
lease of 8 shops adjoining their existing store in the Glaszow. £48,335 Eastern Region:— 
rection of centre of the city. Existing leases expire 1958 and Glasgow.—Scheme of five apartment houses, shops _Additional — office accommodation, East Side. 
it is understood that the company then propose a and flats with houses above, and garages at Wester- King’s Cross Stn.: *Pitchers, Ltd., 57, Ashburton-gr.. 
County A three-storeyed building similar in type to their post- rd.. Mount Vernon Architect: Mr. “Alexander D Hornsey-rd., N7. 
le-on-Tyne, war developments at Exeter and elsewhere. Holmes (F), 79. St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. *A. A _ New sub-station at Hylands (Shenfield~Chelmsford- 
Rotherham.—Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd., propose Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., London-rd., Mount Southend electrification): *Tersons, Ltd., Dollis 
td., mano. rebuilding of premises at 10/12, High-st. Plans by Vernon, Lanarkshire. Park, N3. 
 $@a-water } Staff A, C. St. C. Oakes (F), Station-st., Nottingham. Glasgew.—Eight houses on one site, and 16 police London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW for 
plant a Shiremoor, Northumberland.—Child welfare clinic houses on another site at the Castlemilk housing Week ending September 17:— i 
id provide Plans by County A, County Hall, Newcastle. development. Architect: Mr. Archibald G. Jury (F), Beds: Blind Landing Experimental Unit, Thurleigh 
ild a new Solihull.—BC to go ahead with erection of Assembly Planning & Architectural Department, Glasgow Cross, Airtield, accommodation for same, Matthew Hall . 
Hall block at new civic centre. A, E. B. Webber The Trongate. Glasgow. *Mactaggart & Mickle, Ltd., Co., Ltd., Matthew Hall House, Dorset-sq., N.W.1 
next three (F), 39, Gordon-sq., London, WC1. West Regent-st., Glasgow. Essex: Ilford, H.P.O. sorting office amd garage, 
Haydon South Broomhill, Northumberland..-Clinic and Gosforth.—38 houses at Coxlodge for UDC. S: C Hammond & Miles, Ltd., Scrafton-rd. Works, Ilford- 
» Coiling. ambulance depot, estimated to cost £14,000. County Wyld. *R. Bowey and Son, 34, Great North-rd., la., Ilford; ‘* Weatherhead,’’ Ardleigh Works, North- 
A, County Hall, Newcastle. Newcastle-on-Tyne (contract is expected to be st., Hornchurch, alterations, Douglas Grant & 
Propose Stratford-on-Avon.—Town Council have approved extended to 84 houses). Partners, 62, High-st., Hornchurch. Hampshire 
a recommendation by the River and Recreation Gosforth.—28 flats in Church-rd. for UDC. S: C. Scientific Research Development Establishment, 
Ministry Grounds Committee to investigate the possibility of Wyld. *R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North- Christchurch, extension to ‘* A" block and erection 
infants’ providing a combined indoor and outdoor swimming rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne, £28,537. of stores building and canteen, Lavender McMillan 
pool in the borough. Greenwich.—Erection of 22 flats at Blackheath Hill (Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester 
) houses Sunderland.—BC propose infants’ school, Castle for MBC:— Park. London: 10, John Adam-st., W.C.2, internal 
View. Plans by H. C. Bishop (A), Boro’ A. Frank Bilton, Ltd. nies .. £62.238 decorations, South London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streat- 
Propose Sunderland.—Conditional_ Ministry approval for Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 61,598 ham High-rd., London, $.W.16. Geological Museum, 
Parkside an abattoir on 14 acres at Fulwell. . S.W.7, internal decorations, A. Roberts & Co., Lid., 
pergate, _Tynemouth.—BC proposes 436 houses to rehouse = — —Sa_a_—namw“nwnmoT[. 79, Eccleston-sq., London, S.W.1. Branch Post 
displaced families. Plans by Boro’ S., D. H. Office, Kennington Park, S.E.1, alterations, Richard 
n of 55 oO Herhily (A). EVERY Maddern, Ltd., 89, Woodstock-rd., Wembley, Middx 
ans for Warringeton.—TC propose new library at Penketh- Yorks: Laister Dyke, Bradford, extensions to A.T.E. 
Ula. for rd. nr. Penketh-la. Ends. J. & J. Obank & Co., Ltd., Town-la., Idle, Bradford 
Whitley Bay.—A. Briggs & Co., Sol., 228, Park CONTRACTOR KN OWS London (Metropolitan Police).—Bui!ding works 
prepare View, Whitley Bay, acting on behalf of client, have External and internal painting, P division boxes, etc.. 
la, bus approached TC for area of half an acre at Foxhunters *C. MacManus, Ltd., £930; external and internal 
site for erection of shirt-making factory.—Guy painting, 681-691, Harrow-rd., Wembley, *P. R. 
fans for Temple, bldr., Hill Heads-rd., Whitley Bay, proposes Atkins Ltd., £676. 
r shops 14 houses in Beresford-rd.—Relay Construction, Ltd., London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
Princess Wellfield, Shiremoor, to erect three shops and three War Dept. for week ended September 17:— 
Mosley- flats in Earsdon-rd.—TC to borrow £68,731 for erec- Beds: Buibding work, The Universal Housing Co., 
contain tion of 50 houses at Earsdon Grange. Ltd... Rickmansworth. Berks: Building work. 
ill start Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., London. Devonshire 
Miscellaneous, F. W. Davey, Ltd., Exmouth. Filint- 
)-storey TENDERS shire. Flooring, R. A. Buckle, Ltd., Prestatyn. 
Peters. * Denotes accepted. jlamorgan: Miscellaneous, J. W. Protheroe & Son, 
Marple, + Denotes provisionally accepted. A R . H | T FE “i T S Penarth. Hampshire: Roofing work, Associate 
int site t Denotes recommended for acceptance. Asphalt Co., Ltd., London. Miscellaneous, Decora- 
Green- § Denotes accepted subject to modification. tive Painting Contractors, Ltd., Hounslow. Kent: 
Army { Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- Roadwork, E. Bishop & Sons, Ltd., Sittingbourne 
wry ments. S Pp ECI FY Building work: S. J. Sharp & Son (Hythe), Lid.. 
dha i } : em. O6 _ ‘ Hythe. Middx: Hot water installation, Beaven & 
Walker <n — for TC: 99 dwellings, section 10, Sons, Ltd., London. Building work, E. J. Logan 
— Geo. Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., Crawley £178,084 (Paes). knt., Lesion Teese ken 
r ee A, -» Lld., F: ey r 2~nrat - . a , trac t 
Tam Rice & Som Lid. Brighton Cw *! “fgatsy BEACHCROFT CELLULAR fens" pimirakeshies Bulding "work. NeNali 
camish (Builders), Ltd.. Portslade 57 ay ae j a a ch A gti 
a | beak Construction cos ay — tox Gis BLOCKS Bros. & Co.. ae ye a o 
f St. Perryman (Building Contractors), Ltd. 150.087 stonework, Peter Cox & Ptnrs., Ltd... London. h 
nj : : Lonebenton. Northumberland.—Methodist Church 
Dids- | 19 dwellings, section 12, N. Woodingdean estate:— A. William. Stockdale. 73. Howard-st.. North Shields 
Man- A Jenkins, Ltd., Brighton ae ., £33.533 *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, Jesmond, Newcastle-on- 
erec- § a. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Crawley 31.750 Tyne. (Work in hand.) 
pos eak Construction Co., Ltd. er . 31,008 Manchester.—Extensions to ice cream depot at 
Mao: | openmish (Builders), Ltd., Portslade » 30,942 TELEPHONE: Myvtton-st.. Hulme. for Eldorado Ice Cream Co., Lid 
erryman (Building Contractors), Ltd 29,556 MARYLAND 4747 (2 tings) *Direct Labour Dept.; sing!e-storey erecting shop to 
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works at Ashton Old-rd. and South-st., Openshaw, Middlesbrough. —10 police houses at Pallister Park, Sunderland: *R. G. Finlay, Ltd., Ryho Joi 
for B. & S. Massey, Ltd.: *James E. Norris & Co.. for TC. J. A. Kenyon, BE: *T. A. Greenwell & Son. Works, Ryhope. POPE Joinery 
Lid., Chequerbent, nr. Bolton. Lid., 145, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, £14,096. Sunderland.—30 houses at Farringdon estat 
Middlesbrough. —43' houses on the Pallister Park TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange a for 
housing estate. for TC. J. A. Kenyon, BE: *A. R. — Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *Gordon Bell, Ltd. ane, 
Cubitt & Son, Eastbourne-rd., Middlesbrough, £56,971. forth-terr., Sunderland. » View. 
Morpeth, Northumberland. "—Reconst ruction of fire- Sunderland.—Showrooms, offices and wareh 
damaged premises for Jobson & Co.: *J. Wilson, Olive-st., for Dunwoodie & Co., Lid Fs edhe 
Oldgate, Morpeth. S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Sveheaaen Sund i 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Offices in Westgate-rd. for *R. Hudson & Son, St. Mark’ s-cres. . Sunderland. 
Pattison Ridley. Ltd.: *S. F. Davidson, 123, New Tynemouth.—26 houses near Billy” Mill "a 
Bridge-st., Newcastle. D. M. O'Herlihy, 16, Northumberland-s- -sq., N x 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Modernisation and new work- Shields, BE. *J. H. Rogers, Regent-terr,, Now 
shops at Neptune Shipyard for Swan, Hunter & Shields, £40,674 (in lieu of tender withdrawn), = 
Wigham Richardson, Lid.: *Demolition & Con- West Hartlepool.—Proposed premises at Brend 
struction Co., Ltd., London. and Stanley-rd., for Stanley Social Club: Tartine , 
Northallerton.—18 houses in Bullamoor-rd., 3% Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stockton-on-Tees. sag, Vol. é 
UDC. Architects, Brierley, Svme & Leckenby, 13, Worcs.—Erection of following schoo 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH Lendal, York: *Walter Thompson (Contractors), Ltd.,  Hasbury County Primary: *Wm re ” sc 
North End, Northallerton. Ltd., West-st., Blackheath, Birmingham: Longlant 
Northampton.—Warehouse and engineering shop at Secondary: *A. H. Guest. Ltd., Coaibournbrook 
Footshape Works, for W. Barratt & Co., Ltd.: Wharf, Stourbridge; Comberton Primary: +A a 
*Tavlor Woodrow Construction Co., Ltd. Guest, Ltd. . 
; Northants.—Erection of following, for CC: Daventry York.—Skelton County Primary School, for N, 
Sec. Mod. School: *Bosworth & Wakeford, Ltd., New- Riding EC: — & Son, Ltd., Main-st, , Heworth, 
st.. Daventry; Secondary Technical School at Welling- York, £31,608 GAIETY SI 
borough: *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., James-st., Rugby. sign Rejec 
North Riding.—Primary school at Skelton. for os shee RE are 


ESP¢ 
EC. Architects. Morrison & Partners, Full-st., Derby. cORR 


i , : TEC 
Quantity surveyors, Gleeds. 8, St. James’s-st., Derby: ARCHI 
*Sorrell (York), Ltd., York, £31,600. - ial IN POL 

Rowlands Gill, Durham.—Development of land still u f cITY PLA 
for houses: *M. J. Liddell & Son, builders, 36, Great or quality TWO NEW 


North-rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne. REGIONA 


Scarborough.—5S4 houses at Eastfield, for TC: 
*Mollekin Bros., Ltd.. West Parade-rd., Scarborough, and low cost building abby 
£68.877; extensions to nurses’ training unit at Scar- vn 
borough Hospital, for Leeds Regional Hospital Board: k ROAD- AG k ESO N ANNUAL 


*Ernest Hunter (Scarborough). Ltd.. Beaconsfield-st. TOWNS 
Scarborough, £9.790; new licensed premises at 44, RESEARC 
Prospect-rd., for T. Laughton, Ltd.: *A. W. Sinclair om 5 SO Gy eS ae. ooo a * Present 


& Sons, Ltd.. Scarborough. quate” 


! Skelton, Yorks.—16 houses. Saltburn-la. estate, for BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON w2 OBITUAR 
THE R UDC. Plans by S., Council Offices, Skelton-in- : 


Cleveland: *E. Harker & Sons, Kilton-la., Brotton, COPPER 1 


Saltburn. ICI: £5n 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION Sunderland.—28 houses on the Farringdon estate, BUILDIN' 
for TC: *W. Wigham & Son, Shepherd-terr., Hylton, 











































HEAVY TRUCKING FOR4O YEARS | | cTEVENS & ADAMS LTD.| | 


Ue" INDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED UNES | STEEL-CRETE LTD. Victoria Works, 


RELATIO 
ar adn liegt icici ‘ AND SI 
IN THE KINGDOM Tone Ds Gitonan Son Finkle atten THE ESSEX aon 
go —71 houses at Southwick housing site, P 
for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *A. V. Clerey & Son, 
Frederick-st., oe: cain ie _ 
S nd.—65 ouses at Southwick. for é 
ENROL NOW sere” ri io. C. Bishop, Grange any Stockton-rd., STEEL SCAFFOLDING co [to 
DR. Cl 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. be 
London Region — 37 Areas TAT 
And over 100 Provincial Branches STEEL- -CRETE 9a HIGH BEECH ROAD tion's 
SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) LOUGHTON : ESSEX "scx" state 
eAaaalapciamiRca RR Nati, iaemelibie i Aak Mini: 
| THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS | SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
{| 26 GT. ORMOND STREET, HOLBORN, W.C.1 HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES THE + 
| ! WITH OLD OR NE Corp 
| Tel.: CHAncery 7583 
l Please send particulars of the advantages of l F | OO RS WOOD BLOCK — 
membership to: ye 
} Inspect one that has withstood FLOORS | hee 
{ | 



























































' 30/9/58 | Savoy House, 115/116, Strand. London. W.C.2 Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
es nar ae ee ese ae ee —— - — Tel.. Temple Bar 5621 
7 wi 
in Va 
GALBRAITH - 
stitute 
BROTHERS LIMITED of the 
ner tl 
ey devel 
hole 
;: : BUILDERS — 
Virgir 
Building Contractors CONTRACTORS pa 9 
_ & ENGINEERS clear 
— Works, Telephone:— et 
Fac fe Waterloo 5474 Registered Office: Work: The 
thwark, Sés. (3 hines) 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE le 
ECA KENT Regi 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 are r 
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